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Pum viilfos montes ceu tela reciproca torquent, 
;; Et.Qpn mortali defuptr igne plunnt': . ! T' I 
Stat dubius cui fe parti concedat Olympus^ 

"Ei metuit pugiue non fupeitiTe Tuae. 
At fimul in coelis Meffiae infi^nia fulgent, , ^ 

it ctirrus anitnes, armaqiie digna Deo, 
Horrendumque rotae ftrident, et fseva rotarum . 

Erumpunt torvis fulg^ra luminibus, 
£t flammae vibrant, & vera tonitrua rauc.o 

Admiftis flammis infonuere polo : 
Bxcidit attonitis mens omnis, $c impetus omnis^ 

£t cadis dextris irrita tela cadunt; 
Ad pcenas fugiimt, & ceu foret Orcus afyjum, 

Infemis certant condere fetenebris. 
Ceditc Romani Scriptores, cedite Graii, 

£t quos fama recens vel celebravit anus. 
Haec quicunque leget tantiim ceciniiTe putabit 

Maeonidem ranas, Virgilinm culices. 

Samuel Barrow, M. I>» 

ON PARADISE LOST. 

WH £ N I beheld the Poet blind, yet bold, 
«In (lender book his vaft defign unfold, ^ 

MeiHah crown'd, God's reconcilM decree. 
Rebelling Angels, the forbidden tree, -j 

Heaven, Hell, Eaith, Chaos, all $ the argument 
Held me a while mifdoubting his intent, 
That he would ruin (for I faw him ftrong) 
The (acred truths to fable and old fung, ^ 

(So Sampfon groped the temple's pofts in fpite) 
koi world overwhelming to revenge hit fight. ^ 

Yet 
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^ Yet ai r«i<f, 'feli gi^owffig l«l fevt^^ "* 

1 lik'd His projeft, thc^fticccfs did fea^'V ' ^ ^ ^ 

Through d^at wi'de/fieid how he his way ihbtiM fiftA^ 
O'er which lafne ifaith* lead* xindeHksai^in^ hlind j '^' 
Left lie perplii^'d the thing* he \^otiM bt|»kih» 
And what was'e'afy hfe ihotild roridfer vain, '^^ 

• Orifa^drk Iblhfiiitehefpafin^dl, ^ 

Jealous! was ilM'Tdmt Ms fkilf&l hand • 
(Such as difquiet always what is Well; 
And by ill imitating would excel)' ' 
Might hence prefUme the whole eifeatidh's dajr ' 

To (hange in fcenes, and ihdw it in a play. 

Pardon nie; niighty Poetj ndr defpife 
My" caufelels, yet not impious, Ibrmife, 
' But I am now convinced, and none will dare 
Within thy labours to pretend a (hare». * . ^ 
Thou haft not mif^'d one thought that could be dtp ^ 
And all that was improper doft oniit : 
So that no rodm rs here for writers left. 
But to detect their ignorance or theft. 

That majefty which through thy work doth reign/ 
Draws the devout, deterring the profane. 
And'things divine thou treat^ft of in fuch ftate 
As them preferves, and thee, inviolate. 
At once delight and horror on us feize, * 

Thou fing'ft with fo much gravity and eafej 
An(^ above human flight doft foar aloft 
IVith plume fo ftrong, fo equal, and fo foft. 
The bird nam*d from that Paradlfe you fing 
So oever flags, but always keeps on wing* ^ 

• • • * A * ^Vrhtsr 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

This firft Book pfopofes, firft in brief, the whole fub- 
jeft, Man's difobedience, and the lofs thereupon of 
jParadife wherein he was placM : Then touches the 
prime caufe of his fall, the Serpent, or rather Satan 
m the ferpent j who revolting from God, and draw- 
ing to his fide many legions of Angels, was bv the 
command of God driven out of Heaven with all his 
crew into the great deep. Which aftion pafs'd over, 
the poem hailes into the midft of things, prefentin? 
Satan with his Angels now fallinginto Hell, defcrib'd 
here, not in the center (for Heaven and Earth may 
be fuppos'd as yet not mad^ certainly not yet ae- 
cufft'a) but in a place of utter darknefs, fitlieft caird 
Chaos : Here Satan with his Angels lying on the 
burning; lake, thunder-ftruck and aftonifliM, after 
a certain fpace recovers, as from confufion, calls up 
him who next in order and dignity lay by him j they 
confer of their miferable fall, Satan awakens all 
his legions, who lay till then in the fame manner 
confounded : They rife, their numbers, array of 
battel, their chief leaders na^iM, . according to the- 
idoU known afterwards in Canaan and the countries- 
adjoining. To thefe Satan direfls his fpeech, com- * 
forts them with hope yet of regaining Heaven, but 
tells them laftly of a new world and new kind of 
creature to be created, according to an ancient pro- 
phecy or report in Heaven; for that Angels were 
long before this vifible creation, was the opinion of 
many ancient Fathers. To find out the truth of this 
prophecy, and what to determin therepn, he refers 
to a full council. What his aflbciates thence at-> 
tempt. Pandemonium the palace of Satan rifes, 
fuddenly built out of the deep : The infernal peers 
^ere fit in council. 
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BOOK I. 

OF Man*s firft difobedience, and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whofe mortal tafte 
Brought death into the world, and all our woe^ 
With lofs of Eden, till one greater Man 
Reftore us, and regain the blifsful feat, 
Sing, hcav*nly Mufe, that on the fecret top 
Of Otcb, or of Sinai, didft infpire 
That fliepherd, who firft taught the chofen feed. 
In the beginning how the Heavens and Earth 
Rofe out of Chaos : Or if Sion hill 
Delight thee more, and Slloa's brook* that flow'd 
Faft by the oracle of God j I thence 
Invoke' thy aid to my adVentrous fong. 
That with no middle flight intends to foar 
Above th' Aonian mount, while it purfues 
Things unaftempted yet in profe or rhyme. 
And chiefly Thou, O Spi'rit, that doft prefer 
Before all temples th* upright heart and pure, 
Inftni£l me, for Thou know^ft ; Thou from the flrft 
Waftprefent, and with mighty wings outfpread 
Dove-like fatft brooding on the vaft abyfs, 
And mad*ft it pregnant i what in me is dark 

B 3 lUUmin^ 
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Illuming what is low raife and Aipport $ 
That to the height of this great argument 
I ms^y aflert eternal Providence, 
And juftify the ways of God to Men. 

Say firft, for Heav*n hides nothing from thy view. 
Nor the deep tra^ of Hell^ iay iirft what caufe 
MovM our gi*artd parents, in that happy ftate, 
Favor'd of Heav'n fo highly, to fall off 
From their Creator^ and traft^reis His will 
For one xeftraint^ lords of the world bcfidcc } 
Who Mk ieduc'd them to that foul revolt f 
Th' infernal Serpent; he it was, whole guile, 
StirrM up with envy and revnige, deeeir^d 
The mother of raankind, wkat time his pride 
Had caft him out from Heaven, with all his hoft 
Of rebel Angels^ by whofe aid afpitiiig 
To fet hidlelf in glory^ above his peers. 
He trufted to have equaled the moft High, 
If he DpposM I and with ambitious aim 
Againft the throne and monarchy of God 
RaisM impious war in Heav'n and battel proud 
With vain attempt. Him tbe almighty Power 
HurlM headlong flaming from th' ethei'eal (ky. 
With hideous ruin and combuftion, down 
To bottomlefs perdition, tkore to dwell 
In adamaatia chaiaf aad penal iht, 
\¥^ doril defy th* OmBif»o«ettt to amM« 
Nine 4mea ^ fpace that meitoes day and nigkt 
To mortal men^ he with ht» hotrld er^ 
Lay vanq^ilb'd* foUiag in th( tey gul& 

Confounded 
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Confounded though immortai i But his doom 
Relery'd him to more wrath ; for now the thought 
Both of loft happinefs and laftmg pain 
Torments him ^ round, he throws his balefiil eycs> 
That witnefs'd'huge aili£lion and difinay 
MixM with oUinrate pride and ftedfaft hate » 
At once, as far as Angeiii k^» he views 
The difm^ fitu^/tion wafte mA wild s 
A dungeon horrible on all iides round 
Aft one great fomace flam'd, yet from thofe dameft 
No light, but rather darknefe vifible 
ServM pttly to difcover fights of woe. 
Regions of forrow, doleful Ihades, where peace 
And reft can never dwell, hope never comes 
Tlyn camea to. all ; but torture without end 
Still urges, aad a fiery deiu^ fed 
With ey^r-biiming fulphnr unco^iUm'd t 
Such place etipu^ Jufticf hud prepared 
For thofe rebellious» her« theiir piis'on «rdmM 
In utt^r daHoMfr, jwd their portion fee 
As far reoKuv'd £rqm God aiid light of Heav*n, 
As from the. oealar thsice to th' vtnoft pele. 
C Imw balika fkt place fium whence they fell I 
There the companions of hi| fall, o*erwhelm*d. 
With floods and whirlwinds of tempeftuous ^, 
He foon difcems^ and wclt'iing by his fide 
One next himfelf in pow^*, and next in crimtty 
Long after known in Faleftine, and nam*d 
Beelzebub^ To whom th* Ardh-Enemy, 
And thence^ Hear'n callM Satan, with bold words 
B 4 Breaking* 
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Dum vulfos montes ceu tela reciproca torquent, 
;; Et.non mortaU dcfupir igne plunnt': .. ! T' J 
Stat dubius cui fe parti concedat Olympus^ 

£t metuit pugnje non fupfeitflli Tuae. 
At iimul in ccelis Meiliae infi^ia fulgent, 

it etirrus aniines, armaque digna Deo, 
Borrendumque rotae ftrident, et faeva rotan^m , v 

Erumpunt torvis fulgtira luminibus, 
£t flammas vibrant, & vera tonitrua rauc.o 

Admiftis flammis infpnuere polo : 
Bxcidit attonitis mens omnis, & impetus omnis^ 

£t caflis dextris irrita tela cadunt ; 
Ad poexias fugiunt, & ceu foret Orcus afyium, 

Infemis certant condere fe.tenebris. 
Cedite Romani Scriptores, cedite Graii, t 

£t quos fama recens vel celebravit anus. 
HaBc quicunque leget tantum ceciniiTe putabit 

Maeonidem ranasy Virgilinm culices. 

^ Samuel Barrow, M. Q» 

ON PARADISE LOST. 

WH £ N I beheld the Poet blind, yet bold, 
Jn (lender book his vaft defign unfold, ^ 

MeiCah crown'd, God's reconcird decree. 
Rebelling Angels, the forbidden tree, j 

Heaven, Hell, Earth, Chaos, all; the argument 
Held me a while mifdoubting his intent, 
That he would ruin (for I faw him ftrong) 
The facred truths to fable and old fang, i 

^So Sampibn groped the templets pofts in fpite) 
"he world overwhelming. to revenge hit fight. 

■ '' Yet 
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^ Ifctai r rci* liai gfoWnUg 1^ feiWrif, 

t lik'd His t>rojeft, the .fticcefs dii ftai^'V ' ' ' ^ 

Through d^at wi^^ Afield how he his way| ifwuld ifilltl^ 

O'er which laiie faith' lead* tuiderfferiaifiy tlind j *• 

Left fte perpti]^d the thiiigs he virotrM btpkin» 

And what was'efeify h'e ihotild r«Sdfe'rVain. 

«• Or if a v<r6tk fo infenite he fpa^a*dl, • • •'' 

Jealous! was ^hkt'fome lefs ikilfiikl ioM ' 

(Such as difcjfuiet always what is^Well; 

And by ill hiaitating would excel)' ' 

Might hence pfrefUme the y^oit ertatidh's day *■ 

To (hange in fcenes, and (how it in a play. 

Pardon niei mighty Poetj tdt defpife 
My caufelef^, yet not impious, furmife. 
'But I am now convinced, and none will dare 
Within thy labours to pretend a^fhare*. < . ^ 
Thou haft not mifyd one thought that could be fit, ^ 
And all that was improper doft oniit s 
So that no room rs here for writers left. 
But to detect their ignorance or theft. 

That majefty which through thy work doth reign/ 
Draws the devout, deterring the profane. 
And things divine thou treat'ft of in fuch ftate 
As them preferves, and thee, inviolate. 
At once delight and horror oh us feize, ^ 

Thou fiiig^ft with fo much gravity and eafei 
Anc^ above human flight doft foar aloft 
With piume fo ftrong, fo equal, and fo fofb* 
The bird nam*d from that Paradife you fing 
So never fla|;Sj but always keeps oh wing, v '* 

• • •* Ax «Wliei« 



ft PARADISE LOST. Bodkf. 

But what if he our conqueror (whom I now 

Of force beliere almighty, fiace no \efk 

Than fuch coukl have o'er-powVd fuch force as ours) 

Uavd left n* tkis our fJfN'rit and Arength entire 

Strongly to fufo and Support our pains. 

That we may (b Aftiioe Us Yengefiil ixt. 

Or do him mif^tier fcrvice as his diralk 

By right of Mrar, whate'ier hit bufinefs be» 

Here in, the heart of HeU to work in fixe» 

Or do his errands in the gloomy dcep$ 

What can it then avail, though yet we feel 

Strength undiminiA*d9 or eternal being 

To undprgo e^raal puniihment ? 

Whereto with fpeedy words th* Arch-Fiend reply'd. 

Fall'n Cherub, to be weak is miferable 
Doing or fuiferii^ : but of this be fure. 
To do ought good never will be our taik» 
But ever to do ill our fole delight. 
As be'ing the contrary to his high will 
Whom we refift. If then his providence 
Out o^o(wr evil fesk to bi*ing forth goody 
Our labor muft be to pervert that end. 
And out of good ftill to £nd means of evil } 
Which o^-times may fucceed, ft» 9A per)iaps 
Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and difturb 
His inmoft counfels from their doflmM aim* 
But fee th^ angry vi^or hath recall'4 
His minifters of vengeance and purfuil 
Back to-the gates of Heav*n : the fulf^vufous hjnl 
Shot after us in &xffm, o^erbtewa h»ik laid 

Tht 
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The fiery fwrge^ that from the precipke 

Of Heaven recehr'd vf falling i and the thttader, 

Wing'd with red iighcning and iq^ietooiM rage. 

Perhaps hath fpent hi$ ihafta, and ceales now 

To bellow through tfao vail and bo«Bdlcfs deep. 

Let us not flip th* ocoalioa, whether fcora. 

Or &toate fiuy yield it Iram our foe. 

Seeft thou yon dreary plaki, forlorn and wild. 

The £eat of defoiation, void of light. 

Save what the glimmering of thefe livid flamet 

Cafts pale and dreadful ? Thither let iu tend 

From off the tofling of ditfe iiery waves. 

There reft, if any reft can harbour there. 

And re-afiembling our aAifted Powers, 

Confult how we may henceforth moft oiltod 

Oar enemy, our own loft how repair. 

How overcome this dire calamity, 

What reinforeenent we may gain from hope^ 

If not what refelution from defpair. 

Thus Satan talking to his neareft ma«e 
With head iip«iift above the wave^ and eyes 
That fparkllng blaa'd, his other parts befidei 
Prone on the fk>od, extended long and large 
Lay floting many a rood, in bulk as huge 
As whom t&e^bles name of monftrous fise, 
Titanian, or Saith-bom, that warrM on Jovtn 
Briareos or Typhon, whom the den 
By anciett Tarfvs held, or chat fta-beaft 
Leviathan, which God of ail his wm-ks 
Created hugeft tet tmm tfa* occaaiftreani 

Him 
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Him haply (lumbering on the Norway foam 

The pilot of fomc fmall night-founderM ikiiF 

Deeming ibme Hand, oft, as fea-men tell» - 

With fixed anchor in his fkaly rind 

Moors by his fide under the lee, while night 

Invefts the Tea, and wiflied mom delays : 

So ftretch^d out huge in length the Arch-Fiend lay 

ChainM on th^ burning lake, nor ever thence 

Had ris^n or heavM his heady but that the will 

And high permiiCon of all-ruling Heaven 

Left him at large to his own dark de{igns» 

That with reiterated crimes he might 

Heap on himf<;lf damnation, while he fought 

Evil to others, and enragM might fee 

How all his malice fervM but to bring forth 

Infinite goodnefs, grace and mercy fliown 

On Man by him feducM, but on himfelf 

Treble cQnfufion, wrath and vengeance poured* 

Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 

His mighty ftature | on each hand the flames 

Driv'n backward flope their pointing fpires, and roirrf 

In billows, leave i^th* midft a horrid vale. 

Then with expanded wings he fleers his flight 

Aloft, incumbent on the dufky air 

That felt unufual weight, till on dry land 

He lights, if it were land that ever bum'd 

With folid, as the lake with liquid fire 3 

And fuch appearM in hue, as when the force 

Of fubterranean wind tranfport$ a hill 

Tom from FeIorus» or the fhatter'd fide 

Of 



Book I. PARADISE LOST. 13 

Of thund'ring ^tna, whofe combuftible 
And fueVd entrails thence conceiving fire, 
SublimM with mineral fury, aid the winds. 
And leave a finged bottom all involved 
With ftench and fmoke : Such rcfting found the fblc 
Of unbleft feet. Him follow'd his next mate. 
Both glorying to have *fcap'd the Stygian flood 
As Gods,' and by their own recovered ftrength. 
Not by the fufFerance of fupernal Power. 

Is this the region, this the foil, the clime» 
Said then the loft Arch-Angel, this the feat 
That w^muil change for Heaven, this mournful gloom 
For that celeftiai light? Be* it fo, iince he 
Who now is Sovran can difpofe and bid 
What fhall be right : fartheft from him Is beft, 
Whom reas'on hath eqital'd, force hath made fupreme 
Above hia equals. Farewell happy fields, 
Where joy for ever dwells : Hail horrors, hail > 

Infernal world, and thou profoundeft Hell 
Recdve thy. hew pofieflbr; one who brings 
A mind not to be chang*d by place or time. 
Tbe mind is its own plaice* and in itfelf 
Can make a Heav'n of Heljj a Hell of Heaven. 
What matter where, if I be (till the fame. 
And wftjit I ihbuld be, all but lefs than he 
Whom thunder hath made greater ? Here at lead 
We fliall be free 5 th' Almighty hath not built 
Here for his envy, will not drive us hfence : 
Here we may reign fecure, and in my choice 
To reign is worth ambition though in H^IU 

Better 
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Better to reign m Hell, than ienre in Heaven* 
But wherefore let we then our faithful friends* 
Th* afibciates and copartners of our lofs. 
Lie thus aftoniihM on th* oblivious pool. 
And call them not to fliare with us their port 
In this unhappy manfion, or once more 
With rallied arms«to try what may be yet 
RegainM in Hsav^n, or what more loft in Hell f 

So Satan fpakc» and him Beelsebub 
Thus anfwer'd. Leader of thofe armies br^t. 
Which but th' Omnipotent none could have fM*d^ 
If once they hear that voice, their livelieft pledge 
Of hope in fears aad dangers, heiard fo oft 
In worft extremes* and en tks perilous cdgt 
Of battel when it n^*d, in all ai&ults 
Their fureft fignal, they will foon refume 
New courage »idievive, though now.dKy lie 
Groveling and proftmte on yon lake of fire. 
As we ere wlul^ aftounded and amas'd. 
No wonder, fslVn fuch a pernicious hightfa. 

He fcarce.had ceas'd when the fuperior Fiend 
Was moving tow'ard die fliore; his ponderous ihield^ 
Ethereal temper, maiyt large ai^ round. 
Behind him caft| the broad circumferenot 
Hung on his (houlders like the moein, whoft odb 
Through optic glafs the Tufcan artift viewt 
At evening frt>ra the top of Fefole, 
Or in Valdaxno, to defcry new lands. 
Rivers or mountains in her fpotty globe. 
His fpear, to eqval wluch iht taUaftpine ^ 

Hctm 
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Hewn on NoTwtgiaa hilk) to be the aiaft 

Of fome great aiAoMltdy wejre but a wand. 

He walkM vtth to fupptNl uneafy ftept 

Over the burning marle» not like thoie fteps 

On Heaven^s azure> and the torrid clime 

Smote on him forfe befides, vaulted with fire 4 

Nathlefs he fo indur'd^ till on the beach 

Of that inflamed fea he Aood» and call'd 

His legions> Angel forms» who lay intranc'd 

Thick as autumnal leaves that fttow the brookt 

In Vallombrofai where th' Etrurian fliades 

High over*arch*d imbow'r j or fcatttr'd ^dgt 

Aflote» when with fierce winds Orion arm'd 

Hath vek^d the Red«Sea coal^ whofe waves o>ertfai«ff 

Bufiris and his Men^htan chivalry. 

While with perfidious hatred they puiAied 

The fojourners of Goflien> who beheld 

From fdtt £ife ihoee their fioting carcafes 

And broken chariot wheels ^ -fo thick beftrowf 

Abje£l and loft lay diefe» covering the floodt 

Under amaeement of their hideous change. 

He caird fo loud, that aH llie h^low de<^ 

Of Hell refounded. Princes, Potentates, 

Warrior*, the H&w^r of Heaven, once your's, now blf 

If fuch aftoniAutoeftt as diis can feife 

Eternal Spi^rits i or have ye chos'n this piaae 

After the toil of bafl»l to repofc 

Your wearied virtue^ for the eaie you find 

To ilumber here, as in the vales of Heaven ? 

Or in this abjaft p^ftuv have ye fwava 
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To* adore the conqueror ? who now beholds 
Cherub and Seraph rolling in the flood 
With fcattcrM arms and enfigns, till anon 
His fwift purfuers from Heaven gates difcem 
Th* advantage, and defcending tread us down 
Thus drooping, or with linked thunderbolts 
Transfix us to the bottom of this gulf. 
Awake, arife, or be for ever fiaiirn. 

They heard, and were abafhM, and tip they fpning • 
Upon the wing, as when men wont to watch 
On duty, fleeping found by whom they dread,. 
Roufe and beftnr tliemfelves ere well awakew 
Vor did they not perceive the evil plight 
In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel ^ 
Yet to their general's voice they foon obey'd 
Innumerable. As when the potent rod 
Of Amram's fon, in Egypt^s evil day, 
WavM round the coaft, up-callM a pkdiy doud 
Of locufts, warping on the eaftem wind. 
That o'er- the veahn of impious Pharaoh hung- 
Like night, and darkened all the land of Nile s: 
So numberlefs were thofe bad Angels fcen . 
Hovering on wing under the cope of Hell- 
fXwixt vpper, nether,, and furroundiag fires ; 
Till, as a fignal giv'n, th' up^lifted fpear 
Of their greait Sultan waving to dire£l 
Their courfe, in even balance down they light: 
On the firm brimflone, and fill all the plain ^ 
A multitude, like which the populous north 
FourM never frpm her, frozen loins, to pafs 

KheAe 
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Rhene or th^ Danaw, when her barbarous fona 
Came like a<leluge on the fouth, and fpread 
Beneath Gibraltar to the Libyan fands. 
Forthwith from every fquadron and each band 
The heads and leaders diither hafte where Aood 
Their great commander; Godlike ihapes and fonnt 
Excelling human, princely Dignities, 
And PowVs that erft in Heaven fat on thrones ; 
Though of their xaxaei in heavenly records now 
Be no memorial, blotted out and ras'd 
By their rebellion from the books of life^ 
Nor had they yet among the fons of Eve 
Got them new names, till wandering o'er the earth*. . 
Through God's high fiifferance for the tri'al of man} * 
By falfities and lies the greateft ptet 
Of mankind they corrupted to forfake 
God their Creator; and th* inviiible 
Glory of him that made them to transform 
Oft to the image of a brute, adorned 
With gay religions full of pomp and gold^ 
And Devils to adore for Deities : 
Then ^^re they known to men by various names^ 
And various idols through the Heathen world. 
Say, Muie, their names then known, who firft, who lal^ 
RousM from the dumber, on that fiery couch, 
At their great emp'ror^s call, as next in worth 
Came flngly where he flood on the bare ftrand> 
While the prbmifiruous croud ftood yet aloof. 
The chief were thofe who from the pit of Hell 
Roaming to feek tlidr prey on earth, duriftfe • » 
' Vei. I. C Their 
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Their feats long after next the feat of God> 

Their altars by his altar, Gods adorM 

Among the nations round, and durft abide 

Jehovah thundering out of Sion, thron*d 

between the Cherubim ; yea, often placM 

Within his fanftuary itfelf their ihrines> 

Abominations ; and with curfed things 

His holy rites and folemn feafts profan*d> 

And with their darknefs durft affront his light* 

Firft Moloch, horrid king, befmearM with blood 

Of human facrifice, and parents tears. 

Though for the noife of di*ums and timbrels loud 

Their childrens cries unheard, that pafs^d through fire 

To his grim idol. Him the Ammonite 

Worfliipt in Rabba aftd her watry plain. 

In Argob and in Bafan, to the fti*eam 

Of utmoft Amon. Nor content with fuch 

Audacious neighbourhood, the wifeft heart 

Of Solomon he led by fraud to build 

His temple right againft the temple* of God 

On that opprobrious hill, and made his grove 

The pieafant valley* of Hinnom, Tophet thence 

And black Gehenna calPd, the type of Hell. 

Wxt Chcmos, th* obfcene dread of Moab^s fon0» 

Prom Aroar to Nebo, and the wild 

Of fouthmoft Abarim ; in Hefebon 

And Ho^onaim, Seon^s realn^ beyond 

The flowery dale of Sibma clad with vines^ 

And Ele'al^ to ^e Afphaltic pool. 

!>-«- 1,:- ^^^ name, whw hQ enticU 
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Ifrael in Sittim on their march from Nile 

To do him wanton rites, which coft them, woe.. 

Yet thence his luftfiil oi^ies he inlarg'd 

£v*n to that hill of fcandal, hy the grove 

Of Moloch homicide^ lull hard by hate ; 

Till good Jofiah drove them thence to Hell^ 

With thefe came they, who from the bordering flood 

Of old Euphrates to the brook that parts 

Egypt from Syrian ground, had general namet- 

Of Baalim and Aflitaroth^ tfaofe male, 

Thefe feminine. For Spirits, when, they pleafe 

Can either fex. afltime, or both 3 fo foft 

And uncompounded is* their eifence pure^ 

Not tyM or manaclied with, joint or. limb. 

Nor founded on the brittle ftrength of bones, 

Like cumbrous flefli ; but in what fhape they chooft 

Dilat^ or condensM, bright or obfcure, 

Can execute their aery purpofes,. 

And works of love or enmity fulfil. 

For thofe the race of Ifrael oft forfook. 

Their living ftrength, and unfrequented left 

His righteous altar, bowing lowly down 

To beftial Gods ; for which their heads as loiw 

Bow*d down in battel, funk before the fpear 

Of defpiqibie foes. With thefe . in troop 

Came Aftoreth* whom the Phoenicians callM 

Aftarte, queeji of Heav*n, with crefcent boms |. 

To whoie bright image nightly by the moon 

Stdonian virgins paid their vows and fongs^ 

In Sion alfo ^pot unfung^ where ftood 
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Her temple on th' oflFenfive mountain, built 

By that uxorious king, whofe heart though large-, 

Bcguil'd by fair idolatrefles, fell 

To idols foul. Thammuz came next behmd, 

Whofc annual wound in Lebanon allur'd 

The Syrian damfch to lament his fate 

Iii amorous ditties all a fummer's day. 

While fmooth Adonis from his native rock 

Ran purple to the fea, fupposM with blood 

Of Thammuz yearly wounded : the love-taU 

Infeaed Sion's daughters with like heat, 

Whofe wanton paffions in thefacred porch 

Ezekiel faw, when by the vifion led 

His eye furvey'd the dark idolatries 

Of alienated Judah. Next came one 

Vriio moumM in eameft, when the captive ark 

M^m'd his brute image, head and hands lopt off 

In his own temple, on the grunfcl edge. 

Where he fell flat, and (hamM his worftiipers: 

Pagon his name, Tea monfter, upward man 

And downward filh : jret had his temple high 

Rear'd in Azotus, dreaded through the coaft 

Of Paleftine, in Gath and Afcalonj 

And Accaron and Gaza's frontier bounds; 

Him foUow'd Rimmon, whofe delightful feat 
Was fair Damafcus, on the fertil banks 
Of Abbana and Pharphar, lucid ftreams. 
He alfo' ag^nft the houfe of God was bold i 
A leper once he loft, and gain'd a king, 
Ahaz his fottiih conquVor, whom he drew - - 

* ^ God's 
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God*s altar to difparage and di^lace 

For one of Syrian mode, whereon to bum 

His odious offerings, and adore the Gods 

Whom he had yanqniihM. After thefe appeared 

A crew who under names of old renown, 

Ofiris, Ms, Onis, and their train, 

With monftrous ihapes and forceries ahu$*d 

Fana|ic Egypt and her priefts, to feek 

Their wandering Gods difguisM in brutifh form^ 

Rather than human. Nor did Ifrael 'fcape 

Th* infe6tion, when their borrowM gold coiapo^^d 

The calf in Oreb ; and the rebel king 

Doubled that (in in Beimel and in Dany 

Likening his Maker to the grazed ox, 

Jehoval^ who in one night when he pafs^d 

From Egypt marching, equalM with one ftroktf : 

Both her £rft-born and all her bleating Gods. 

Belial came laft, than whom a Spi^rit more le^4 

Fell not from Heaven, or mor^ grofs to love 

Vift for itf^f s to him no. temple ftood 

Or altar fmokM 5 yet who more oft than he • 

IgL temples and at altars, when theprieft 

Tum9.atheift, as did Eli's fons, who fill'd 

With luft and violence the ho^fe of God? 

In courts and palaces he alfo reigns 

And in liucurious cities, where the noife 

Of ri'ot afcends above Uieir loftieft tower«t 

And injury and outrage : and when night 

Darkens the ftreets, then wander forth the fon^ 

Of Belial, ficM«ra with infolence. and wine. 

C 3 Witneff 
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Witnefs the ftreets of Sodom, and that night 
In Gibeahy when the hofpitable door 
Expos'd a matron to avoid worfe rape. 
Thefe^Ycre the prime in order and in might ; 
The reft were long to tell, though far renownMt 
Th' Ionian Gods, of Javan's iflue held 
Gods, yet confefsM later than Heaven and Earthy 
Their boafted parents-: Titan Heav'n's firft-born^ 
With'his enormous t)rood, and birthright feisM 
By younger Saturn ; he from mightier Jove 
His own and Rhea^s fon like meafure found 5 
-So Jove ufurping reign'd : tkcfe iirft in Crete 
And Ida known, thence on the fnowy top 
Of cold Olympus niPd the middle air, 
Their higheft Hcav'n ; or on the Delphian clifl^ 
Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds 
Of Doric land; or who with Saturn old 
Fled over Adria to th* Hefperisn ^elds. 
And o'er the Celtic roam'd the utmoft iles. 

All thefe and more came flocking j but with lookt 
Down caft and damp, yet fiich wher^n appeared 
Obfcure fome glimpfe of joy, to' have found their chief 
Kot in de^air, to' have found themfelves not loft 
In lofs itfelf ; which on hi« count'nance caft 
Like doubtful hue : but he his wonted pride 
Soon recollecting, with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth not fubftance, gently rais'd 
Their fainting courage, »id difpeii*d their fears« 
Then ft^t commands that at the warlike found 
Of trumpets lood and clarions be uprear^d 

Bit 
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His mighty ftandard : that proud honor clamM 
Azazel as his right> a Cherub tall ; 
WTio forthwith from the glittering ftafFunfurl'd 
Th* imperial enfign, which full high advanced 
Shone like a meteor ilreaming to the wind. 
With gems and golden lufbe richimblazM, 
Seraphic arms and trophies $ all the while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial founds : 
At which the univerfal hoft up fent 
A ihouty that tore Hellas concave, and beyond 
Frighted the reign of Chaos and old Night« 
All in a moment through the. gloom were feen 
Ten thoufand banners rife into the air 
WitE orient colors waving e with them roie 
A foreft huge of fpears ; and thronging helms 
Appear*d» and ferried fliields hi> thick array 
Of depth immeafurable : anon they move 
In perfe£l phalanx to the Dorian mood 
Of flutes and foft recorder; fuch as rais'd 
To hi£^th of nobleft temper heroes old 
Arming to battel, and inftead of rage 
Deliberate -nalor breath'd, firm and unmov*d 
With dread of death to flight or foul retreat ) 
Nor wanting pow^r to mitigate and fwage 
With folemn touches troubled thoughts, and cha(<^ 
Angiiifli and doubt and fear and forrow* and pain 
From mortal or immortal minds. Thus they 
Breathing united force with fixed thought 
MovM on in filence to foft pipes, that charmM 
Their painful fleps o*er the l^umt foil ; and now 

C ^ AdvancM 
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Advanced in view they ftand, a horrid front 
Of dreadful length and dazling arms, in guife 
Of watriors old with orderM fpear and (hieid^ 
Awaiting what command their mighty chief 
Had to impofe : He through the armed files 
, Darts his ejcperienc'd eye, and foon traverfe 
The whole battalion views^ their order ducj 
Their vifages and ftature as of Gods : 
Their number laft he fums. And now his heart 
Diftend^ with pride, and hardening in his ftreogth 
Glories : for never fince created man 
Met fuch imbodied force, as namM widi thefe 
Could merit more than that finall infantry 
WarrM-on tiy cranes f . though aH the giant broo<l 
Of Phlegra with th' heroic race were joinM 
That fought at Thebes aind liiinn, on each fide 
MixM with auxiliar Gods'^jand what refoonds 
In fable or romance of Uther^s {dn 
Begirt with Britiih and Armoric knights;' 
And all who fince, baptized or infidel, 
Jouftcd in Afpramont or Montalban, 
Damafco, br Marocco, cur Trebifond, 
Or whom Biferta ftnt from Afric Oiore, 
When Charlemain with all his ]^6cage fell 
By Eontarabbia. Thus far thefe beyond 
Compare of mortal prowefsi yet obferv'd 
Their dread commander : he above the reft 
In ftiape and gefture proudly eaninent 
Stood like a. tow'r j his form had yet not loft 
All her original brightiief»» nor appeared 

4 > l-«ft 
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Lefft.dian Arch-Angel ruinM, and th* excefs 
Of gloi^* obfcur^d^ as when the fun new rUen 
Looks through th« horizontal mi% air 
Shorn of his.lieam$, or from behmd the moon 
In dim eclipfe difaftrous twilight iheds 
On ha^f the nations, and with fear of change 
Perplexes monsurchsr Darkened fo^ yet ihone 
Above them all th' Arch- Angel j but Im face 
Deep fears of thunder had intrenchM, and care 
Sat on his faded cheek, but iinder brows 
Of dauntlefe courage, and confiderate pride 
Waiting revenge : cruel his eye, but caft 
Signs of remopie and paifion to behold 
The fellows of his crime, the followers rather. 
(Far other once beheld tn blifs)* condemn^ 
For ever now to have their lot In paiti. 
Millions of Spirits for his fault amerced • 
Of Heaven, and from eternal fpkndors ilvng 
For his revolt, yet faithful how they itood. 
Their glory wlther-M : as when Heaven*^ fire 
Hs^ fcathM the foreft oaks, or mountain pines. 
With finged top their ftately growth though bare 
Stands on the blafted heath. He now prepared 
To fpeak ; vrhereat their doubled rank» they bend 
From wing to wiag, and half incloie him round 
With all has peers i attention held them mute. 
Thrice he aiTay'd, and thrice in f^Mte of icorh 
Tears, ;fuch as Angels weep, burit forth : at laft 
Words inteiwove with fighs found out their way, 

O Myriads of immortal Spi*riUi O Powers 
^ Matchlefs^ 
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Matchlcfsy but with th' Almighty, and that ftrife 

Was not inglorious, though th' event was dire. 

As this place teftifies, and this dire change 

Hateful to utter : but what pow> of mind 

Forefeeing or prefaging, from the depth 

Of knowledge pafl or prefent, could have fear*dy 

How fuch united force of Gods, how fuch 

As ftcod like thefe, could ever know repulfe? 

For who can yet believe, though after lofs. 

That all thefc puiflant legions, whofe esule 

Hath emptied Heaven, ihall fail to re-afcend 

Self-raisM, and repoffefs their native feat i 

For me be witnefs all the hoft of Heaven, 

If counfels different, or danger fbunnM 

By me, have loft our hopes. But he vrho reigns 

Monarch in Heaven, till then as one fecure 

Sat on his throne, upheld by old repute* 

Confent or cufbom, and his regal fbte 

Put forth at full, but ftill his fbength concealed. 

Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our fisdl* 

Henceforth his might we know, and know our own^ 

So as not either to provoke, or dread 

New war, provokM; our better part remains 

To work in cloie deiign, by fraud or guile. 

What force eflfefted not : that he no lefs 

At length from us may find, vdio overcomes 

By force, hath overcome but half his foe. 

Space may produce new worids $ whereof fo rife 

There went a fame in Heav'n that he ere long 

Intended to create, and thgpein plant 
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A generation, whom his choice regard 
Should favor equal to the fons of Heaven t 
Thither, if but to pry, fhall be perhaps 
Our firft eruption, thither or elfewhere : 
For this infernal pit (hall never hold 
Celeftial Spi^rits in bondage, nor th* abyfs 
Xong under darknefs cover. But thefe thoughts 
Full coanfel muft mature i Peace is defpair*d. 
For who can think fubmiffion ? War then, War 
Open or underftood mtfft be refolvM. 

He fpake : and to confirm his words, out-flew 
Millions of flanging fwords, di*awn from the thighs 
Of mighty Cherubim 5 the fudden blaze 
Far round illuminM Hell : highly they rag*d 
Againft the HigVef^, and fierce with grafped armt 
ClafhM on their founding fhields the din of war. 
Hurling defiance tow'ai'd the vault of Heaven. 

There f^ood a hill not far, whofe grifly top 
Belch'd fire and rolling fmoke ; the refl entire 
Shone with a glofly fcurf, undoubted fign 
That in his womb was hid metallic ore. 
The work of fulphur. Thither wingM with fpeed^ 
A numerous brigad haftenM : as when bands 
Of pioneers with fpade and pickax arm*d 
Forerun the royal camp, to trench a field. 
Or caft a rampart. Mammon led them on, 
Manamon, the leaft ere6ted Spirit that fell 
From Heaven, for e^en in Heaven his looks and thoughtl * 
Were always doMrnward bent, admiring more 
The riches of H^arVs pavement, troddeii gold, 

Ths** 
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Than ought divine or holy elfe ^njoy^d 

In vifion bc^tilic; : by him firft 

Men alfo, and by his fuggeftion taught, 

RanfackM the center, and with impious hands 

Rifled the bowels of their mother earth 

For trcafures' bettei- hid. Soon had his crevr 

Open'^ into the hill a fpacious wound. 

And digg'd out ribs of gold. Let none admire 

That riches grow in Hell j that foil may beft 

Deferve the precious bane. And here let thofe 

Who boaft in mortal things, and wond'ring tell 

Of ^abel, and the works of Memphian kings. 

Learn how theic greatcft monuments of fame. 

And ftrength, and art, are eafily out-done 

Sy spirits reprobate, and in an hour 

What^n an age they with inceflant toil 

And hai\d6 iniainierable fcarce peiform. 

Nigh on the plain in many cells prepared. 

That und^rnpath had veins of liquid fire 

Sluc'd from the lake, a fecwid multitude 

With wond'rou5 art fbunded the mafly ore, 

Seve^Qg ea^h kitad, and fcumm'd the builion^drois » 

A third a^foon had form'd within the ground 

A various mould, and from the boiling cells 

By ftrange conveyance filPd each hollow nook» 

As in an organ from one blaft of wind 

To many a row of pipes the found-board breathes. 

^on out of the earth a fabric huge 

Rofe like an exhalation, with the found 

Of dulcet fymphonies and voices fweet^ 

3uilt 
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Built like a temple^ where pilafters round 
Were fet, and Doric pillars overlaid 
With golden architrave ; nor did there want 
Cornice or freeze, with bofly fculptures graven | 
The roof was fretted gold. Not Babylon, 
Nor great Alcairo fuch magnificence 
£qual*d in all their glories, to inlhrinc 
Belus or Serapis their Gods, or feat 
Their kings, when Egypt with Aifyria ftrove 
In wealth and luxury. Th* afcending pile 
Stood fixM her ftately highth, and ftrait the dodr| ^ 
Opening their brazen folds difcover wide 
Within, her ample fpaces, o'er the fmooth 
And level pavement t from the arched roof 
Pendent 6y fubtle magic many a row ' ' 

Of ftarry lamps and blazing creifets fed 
With Naphtha and AQ^haltus yielded light 
As from a flcyi The hafty multitude 
Admiring enterM^ and the work fome praife. 
And fome the archited : his hand was known 
In! Heaven by many a towered ftru£luie high. 
Where fcej^er'd Angels held their reildence. 
And fat as princes, whom the fupreme King^ 
Exalted to fuch pow*r, and gave to rule. 
Each in his hierarchy, the orders bright; 
Nor wa» his name unheard or unadorM 
In ancient Greece $ and in Aufonian land 
Men called him Mulciber; and how he itll 
From Heaven, they fabled, thrown by angry Jove 
Sheer o'er thtcryftsil battlements I from Jnora ; «^ 

Ta 
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To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve, 

A fummer's day; and with the fettlng fun 

Propt from the zenith like a falling fbur. 

On Llanos th* ^'gean ile t thus they relate. 

Erring; for he with this rebellious rout 

Fell long before ; nor ought availed him now 

T'have built in Heav'n high towVs y not did he 'fcap« 

By all his engins, but was headlong fent 

With his^induftrious crew to build in Hell. 

Mean while the wiaged heralds by command 
Of (Vmran pow'r, with awful ceremony 
And trumpet's found, throughout the hoft proclanne 
A folemn council forthwith to be held 
At Pandemonium, the high capital 
Of Satan and his peers : their fummons eaird' 
From every band and fquared regiment 
By place or choice the worthieft ; they anon 
With hundreds and witk thoufands trooping canie- 
Attended: all accefs was throng'd^ the gates 
And porches wide, but chief the fpactous hall 
(Though like a eover'd field, where champions bold' 
Wont ride in armM*, and at the Soldan^s chair 
PefyM the beft of Panim chivalry 
To mortal combat, or career with lance) 
Thick fwarm'd* both on the gix>und and in the ain 
Bruih*d with the hifs of ruiling winds. As bees 
In fpring time, when the fun with Taurus rides» 
Pour forth their populous youth about the hive 
In clsfters ; they anooi^ freih dews and flowers 
JFly t9 and froj or on the imoothed pUnk» 

Th« 
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The fubitrb of their fbraw-bullt citadel^ 

New rubb*d with balm, expatiate and confer 

Their ftate affairs. So thick the aeiy croud 

Swarm*d and were ftraiten'd ; till, the fignal given^ 

Behold a wonder ! they but now who feem'd 

In bignefs to furpafs earth^s giant fons. 

Now lefs than fmalleft dwarfs, in naiTow room 

Throng numberlefs^ like that pygmean race 

Beyond the Indian mount, or faery elves* 

Whofe midnight revels by a foreft fide "* 

Or fountain fome belated peafant fees. 

Or dreams he fees, while over-head the moon 

Sits arbitrefs, and nearer to the earth 

Wheels her pale courfe, they on their mirth and dance 

Intent, with jocund mufic charm his ear$ 

At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds* 

Thus incorporeal SpiVits to fmalleft forms 

ReducM their fliapes immenie, and were at large^ 

Though without number ftiil amidft the hall 

Of that infernal court. But far within, 

And in their own dimenfions like themfelves^ 

The great Seraphic Lords and Cherubim 

In clofe recefs and fecret conclave fat 

A thottfand Demi-gods on golden featSy 

Frequent and full. After ihort iilence then 

And fuinmons read, the great confult began» 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The confultation begvn,, S^tan debates whether an- 
other battel be to -Whasarded for the recovery of 
Heaven : Some advife it, others diifuade : A thiid 
propofal is preferrM, mentionM before by Satan, to 
fearch the tnith of that prophecy or tradition in 
^av^Q c^iKeiMing another vnorld> and another kind 
or creature equal or not much inferior to themfelves, 
about this time to be created: Their doubt who 
fiiall be fent on this difficult fearch: Satan their 
chief undertakes alome the voyage, is honored and 
applauded. The couAcif thus ended, the reft betake 
them feveral ways, and to feveral employments, as 
their inclinations lead them, to enteitam the time 
till Satan return. He pafles on his journey to Hell 
gSLt^, finds them fE»it, «nl who fate there tb guard 
them. By whom at length fhey are open*d, and dif- 
cover to him the great gulf between Hell and Hea- 
ven $ with what cUfficulty he pafles through, dire£led 
by^ Chaos, the Power of that place, to the fight of 
Ihis new world which he fought* 
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HIQH oa a dirone of royal ftate, which far 
OtitilMie die yroMi of Qmraa and of Ind, 
Or where thtt gorgeous eafbwlthricheft hand 
Show^i*s on her kings barbaric pearl and gold* 
Satan exalted &t, by merit raisM 

To that badr eminence^ and from deff^air 
Thus high uplifted beyond hope, afpires 
Beyond thus high, infatiate to purfue 
Vain wai* with Heaven, and by Aiccefs untaugkt 
His proud imaginatio|is' thus. diiplay'd* %t> 

Pow'ra sad JDominioiis, Deities of Heaven, 
For fifice no deep within her gulf can hold 
Immortal vigor, though opprefs^d and fall'n, 
I give ^0t Meav'n for Ipft, From this deicent 
Celeftial virtves rl&s&t ^U q>peair tj 

More glorious and moic dfcad than from no fall^ 
And truft themfelvcs to fear no (ecoud fate. 
Me though jnft rights and the^x'd laws of Heaven 
Pid firft create yonr kader» next free choice. 
With what befides, in coufiiel or in fight, &• 

Hath been achieved of merit, yet this iofs 
Thus far at leaft recovered, hath much more 
Eftabli/h'd in a fafe unenvied throne, 

D z Yielded 
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Yielded mith foil coniait. The k^cr iate 

In Heaven, wluch follows dignity, migiit dnwr 15 

£nv^ from each inferior; bat who here 

WiU envy wfiom the higheft place expoies * 

Foremoft to ftand againft the Thunderer's aim 

Your bulwark, and condemns to greateft Ihare 

Of endleis pain ? where there is then no good ^o 

For which to ftrive, no ftrife can grow up there 

From faction ; for none iure will clame in Hell 

Precedence, none, wfaofe portion is lb finall 

Of prelent pain, that inath ambitious mind 

Will covet more. With this advantage then 35 

9*0 union, and firm faith, and firm accord. 

More than can be in Heaven, we now cetom 

To clame our juft inheritance of old, 

Sorer to profper than profperity 

Could have aflTurM us s and by what beft way, 40 

Whether of open war or covert guile. 

We now debate ; who can advife, may fpeak* 

He ceased, and next him Moloch, fceptcr*d king, • 
Stood up, the ftrongeft and the fierceft. Spirit < 
That fought in Heaven, now fiercer by delpair i 45 
Itis truft was with th* Eisemal te be deemM 
Kquflil in ftrength, and rather than be lefs 
Car*d not to be at all ; with that care loA 
Went all his fear: of God, or Hell, or worfe 
He recked not, and thefe words thereafter fpake. 50 
* My fentence is for open war: of wiles. 
More unexpert, I boaft not : them let thofe 
Contrive who need, or when they need, not now. 

For 
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For while they fit contriving » fliall the reft, 

Milliont that ftand in arms, and longing wait 55 

The jfignal to afcend, fit lingering here • 

Heav'n's fugitives, and for their dwelling-place 

Accept this dark opprobiious den of /hame. 

The prifon of hig tyranny who reigns 

By our delay ? no, let us rather choofe, . 60 

ArmM with Hell flames and fury, all at once 

O'er Heaven's high tow'rs to force refiftlefs way, > 

Turning our tortures into horrid arms 

Againft the torturer; when to meet the noife 

Of his almighty engin he fliall hear 65 

Infernal thunder, and for lightning fee 

Black Hre and horror fiiot with equal rage 

Among his Angels, and his throne itfelf 

Mix*d with Tartarean fulphur, and ftrange fire^ 

His own invested torments. But perhaps 70 

The way feems difficult and fleep to fcale 

With upright wing againfl a higher foe. 

Let fttch bethink them, if the fleepy drench 

Of that forgetful lake benumm not (till, 

That in our proper motion we afcend 7 $ 

ITp to our native feat : defcent and fall 

To us is adverfe. Who but felt of late, . 

When the fierce foe hung on our broken rear 

Infuldng, and purfued us through the deep. 

With what compulfion and laborious flight to 

We funk thus low ? Th* afcent is eafy then | 

Th* event is fearM; ihould we. again provoke 

Our ftronger, fome worfe way his wrath may find 
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To our defhii6^ion ; if there be Sn Hell 

Fear to be worfe deftroy'd i what can be wcrfe 85 

Than to dwell here, driv'n out from blifs, condemned 

In this abhorred deep to utter woe ; 

Where pain of unextingtiifhable fire 

Muft exercife us without hope of end 

The vaflals of his anger, when the fcourgt 50 

Inexorably, and the torturing hour, 

Calls us to penance ? More deftitjy'd than thus 

We fliould be quite abolifh'd and expire. 

What fear we then ? what doubt we lo incenfe 

His utmoft ire ? which to the highth enrag'd, 55 

Will either quite confume us, and reduce 

To nothing this effential, happier far 

Than miferable to have eternal being : 

Or if bur fubftance be indeed divine, 

And cannot ceafe to be, yrc are at worft ^00 

On this fide nothing ; and by proof we feel 

Our pow'r fufficient to difturb his Heaven^ 

And with perpetual inroads to alarm, 

Though inacceffible, his fatal throne : 

Which, if not vi£lory, is yet revenge. X05 

He ended frowning, and Jils look denounc'd 
Defp'rate revenge, and battel dangerous 
To lefs than (Gods. On th* other fide up rofe 
Belial, in a^ more graceful and )iumane 5 
A fairer perfon loft not Heav'n J he feem'4 II* 

For dignity composed and high exploit : 
But all was falfe and hollow 5 though his tongue 
Propt Manna, and could makt the wcrfe appear 




The better re9^n» io ptrplfK Und 4ftll 
]4stare(l.o«nii6ls : lor h» tbougbts <«««re bv^ ; 4 iS 
To vice induftnlMiS btit !• B^bkr di^eds 
Timorous snd iotlK&il j jet 1b» plens'd the ear» 
And with jfor&afivt jccttnt thiM ^egna. 

I fhould be nueh Sar apta war, O FeerB« 
As- not behind in hrfbt^ if vvluit was m^'d s»# 

Main region to peri«ade immfidtatr' neir* 
Did not diifuade me neft» and ieem to ctJk 
Ominous conje6hire oa 1^ vAaie Cuco&fki 
When he who .oigA CK^ek in h£t oi urms« 
Io vrhat he cQunMs snd in/what excels tt$ 

Miftruftfuly grocoids his coma^e oa devoir 
And utter difTolationy as -the ibope 
Of all his aim, after fiime dire re¥ettge* • 
Firfty wh«t revenge i the tovr'xs of Heor^n lane ftU'd 
With aimed wstcfa« that vender all acceTs ti# 

Impregnable; oft on tiis WkPriBg deep 
Incamp their kgtons, or wtth^iewe wittg 
Scout far' and wiifa 'mto the nealra of night. 
Scorning furpiife^ Or cmild vtre far^k oyr way 
Py:force» and at omr heels ?11 Hell ihould nfe i^S 
With faiackeft JsiftuTe^on, to confouAd 
Heav'n^s rpmek light, iftt our great jeoem^T 
All incomipdhk iwrnld ea kb thronie 
Sit uapoUutod, asd thU ethereal mould 
fiicap^ble of ftaui woald £bon ei^l t^ 

Her mifchief, and piirge off -die bafer fire 
Vi6lorious. Thus repuls'd, oar final li«p» 
Is fiat defj^air :i we naxSt exaif^fata 
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Th' almighty viftor to i|>end aii.his rage. 

And that muft end us, that muft be our cure, 14^ 

To be no more; fad cure; for who would lofe^ 

Thought full of pain, this intelieflual being, 

Thofe thoughts, that wander through eternity. 

To periih rather, fwallow^d up and loft 

In the wide womb of uncreated night, > 1^50 

Devoid of fenfe and motion ? and who knows. 

Let this be good, whether our angry foe 

Can give it, or will ever ? how he can. 

It doubtful i. that he never will j is fure. 

Win he, fo wife, let loofe at once his ire, - 155 

Belike thrdugh impotence, or unaware, 

To give his enemies their wifh, and end 

Them in his anger, whom his anger faves 

To puniih en^efs } Wherefore ceafe we then ? 

6ay they who counfel war, we are decreed, 160 

RefervM, and deftinM to eternal woe $ 

Whatever doing, what can we fulFer more. 

What can we fuflfcr worfc? Is this then worfty 

Thus fitting, thus confulting, thns in arms ? 

What when we fled amain, pmiued and ftruck . 165 

With Heav^n*s affixing thunder, and befought 

The deep to ihelter us ? this Hell then feem^d 

A refuge from thofe wounds : or when we lay 

ChainM on the burning lake ? that fure was worfe» 

What if the breath that kindled thofe grim fires, . 170 

AwakM flioukl blow them into fev^nfold rage, 

And plunge. us, in the flames ? or from above 

Should intermitted vjengsance aim. again. 

Bit 
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His red right hand to plague us ? what if all 

Her ftores were openM, and this firmament 275 

Of Hell ihould fpout her catara^s^ of fire, 

Impendent horrors^ threatning hideous fall 

One day upon our heads ; while we perhaps 

Defigning or exhorting glorious war^ 

Caught in a fiery tempeil ihall be hurl'd x8o 

Each on his rock transfixM, the fport and prey 

Of wracking whirlwinds, or for ever funk 

Under yon boiling ocean, wrapt in chains ; 

There to convert with cvcrlafting groans, 

Uorefpited, unpitied, unrepriev'd, 185 

Ages of hopelefs end ? this would be worfc. 

War.thei-efore, open or conceal'd, alike 

My voice diffuades ; for what can force or guile 

With him, or who deceive his mind, whofe eye 

Views all things at one view ? he from Heav^n^s h%hth 

All thefe our motions vain fees and derides j 

Not more almighty to refift our might 

Than wife to fruftrate all our plots and wiles. 

Shall we then live thus vile, the race of Heaven 

Thus trampled, thus expelPd to fuffer here - 195 

Chains and thefe torments ? better thefe than worfe 

By my advice $ fince fate inevitable 

Subdues us, and omnipotent decree, ^ 

The viaor's will. To fuffer, as to do, 

Oitr ilrength is equal, nor the law unjuft too 

That fo ordains : this was at firft refolvMy 

If we were wife, againft fo gi-eat a foe 

Contending, and fo doubtful what might fall. 

I laugh. 
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I laugb, when thofe who at the fpear are bold 

Andventrous, if diat ful them, ihrink and fear ao5 

What yet they know mmft follow, to indure 

Exile, or ignominy', or bonds, or pain. 

The fentence of their conqueror i this is uow 

Our doom j which if we can fuftain and bear^ 

Our fupreme foe in time may much remit axa 

His anger, and perhaps di^ fai* reator'd 

Not mind us not olFendimg, fatisfy'd 

With what is puni(h'd^ violence thefe raging iires 

Will flacken, if his breath ftir not tlieir flames. 

Our purer eflence then will overcome ax 5 

Their noxious vapor, or inured not £eel. 

Or changM at length, and to the place confonii*d 

In temper and in nature, wiii receive 

Familiar the ^erce heat, and void of pain ; 

This hoiTor will grow miM, this darknefs light, aio 

Befldes what hope the never-ending flight 

Of future days may bring, what cliance, whs^ change 

Worth waiting, iince our preient lot appears 

For happy though but ill, for ill not worft^ 

if we procure not to ourfelves more woe. X2^ 

Thus Belial with words cloth'd in reaibn^s garb 
Counferd ignoble eaib, and peaceful flotht 
Not peace : and after him thus Man^mon Cfsaiu* 

Either to difinthr^ne the king of Heaven 
We war, if war be beft, or to regain aj^ 

Our own right loft 1 him to unthrone we then 
May hope, when everlafting Fate ihall yield 
To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge the ilrife 1 

The 
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The former vain to hope argues as vain 

The latter : for what place can be for us 45^ 

Within Heav'n's bound, unlefs Hcav'n'e Loi-d ftipreme 

We overpow'r ? Suppofe he ihouM rdent, 

And pufoliih grace to all, on pi'<6mife made 

Of new fubje^on ; with what eyeg could we 

Stand in his pre(^ace humble, and receive 244^ 

Strict laws imposM, to celebrate his throne 

With wai^kd hyiiins, and to his Godhead fmg 

ForcM Haildujsdi*s ; while he lordly fits 

Our envied fovran, and his altar biieathea 

AAbrofial odors and ambrofial flowers, 24.5 

Our fervile bftenngs f This muft foe our taflc 

In Heaven, this our delight j howweariibme 

Eternity fo fpent in worihip paid . 

To whom wc faaiiB ! Let us hot then purfuO 

By force impodible, by leave obtain *d 95^ 

Unacceptable, though in Heav'n, our Aate 

Of fplendidvaflalage; btit rather ifeek 

Our own good (totok ourfelves, and from our own 

Live to ourTeltvs, ithougk in this vaft recefs, 

Fi^, and to none aeeotmtablc, preferring 15$ 

Hard liberty befbre the eafy yoke 

Of fervile pomp« Our greatnefs wf 11 appear 

Then molt MH^iovMra, when great things of Tmall, 

Ufeful of hurtful, proipYous of adverfe 

We can ci«aie, and in what place fo e*er a6» 

Thrive tinder ev'il, and work eafc out of pain 

Through labor and induranoe. This deep world 

Cfdarkntf«4owedi:eftd? Howoftamidft 

Thi-'- 
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Thick clouds and dark doth Hcav'n's all-ruling Sire • 

Choofc to refide, his glory unobfcurM, 265 

And with the majefty of darknds round 

Covers his throne j from whence deep thunders roar 

MuftMng their rage, and Heav'n refembles Hell ? 

As he our darkncfsy cannot we his light 

Jbniute when we pleafc ? This defert foil 270 

Wants not her hidden luftre, gems and gold j 

Nor want we (kill or art» from whence to raife 

Magnificence ; and what can Heaven (how more f 

Our tonnents alfo may in length of time 

become our elements, thefe piercing fires 275 

As foft as now fevere, our temper changed 

Into their temper; which muft needs remove 

The fenfible of pain. All things invite 

To peaceful counfels, and the fettled ftate 

Of order, how in fafety beft we may »S^ 

Compofe our prefent evils, with regard 

Of what we are and where, dilmiifing quite 

All thoughts of war: ye have what I advife. 

He fcarce had finifliM, when fuch murmur HUM 
Th* afTembly, as when hollow rocks retain %2$ 

The found of bluft'ring winds, which all night long 
Had rous'-d the fea, now with hoarfe cadence lull 
S^.fearing men o'er-watch'd, whole bark by chance 
Or pinnace anchors in a craggy bay 
.After the tempeft : Such applaufe was heard 290 

As Mammon ended, and his fentence pleased, 
Advifing pea/ce : for fuch another field 
They dreaded worfe than Hell : fo much the fear 

Of 
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Of thunder and the fword of Michael 
Wrought ftill within them 5 and no lefs defire ■ 295 
To found this nether empire, which might rife 
By policy, and long proc^fs of time. 
In emulation oppofite to Heaven. 
Which when Beelzebub perceiy'd, than whom, 
Sata9 except, none higher fat, with grave 300 

Afpe6t he rofe, and in his rifmg feem^d 
A pill'ar of ftatc ; deep on his front ingraven 
Deliberation fat and public care j 
And princely counfel in his face yet ihone> 
Majeilic though in ruin : fage he flood 305 

With Atlantean flioulders fit to bear 
The weight of mightieil monarchies ; his look 
Drew audience and attention ftill as night 
Or fummer's noon-tide air, while thus he ^pake. 
<• . Thrones and Imperial PowVs, Offspring of Heaven, 
E6iereal Virtues j or thefe titles now 
Muft we renounce, and changing ffcile be call'd 
Princes of Hell f for fo the popular vote 
Inclines, here to continue^ and build up here 
^ growing empire 3 doubtlefs ; while we dream, 3x5 
And know not that the king of Heav'n hath doom'd > 
This place our dungeon, not our fafe retreat 
Beyond'iiis potent arm, to live exempt 
From Heav'n's high jurifdi6lion, in new league 
^Banded againft his throne, but to remain 320 

In fh-i^lefl bondage, though thus far removM 
Under th' inevitable curb, refervM 
Hif captive. multitude: for he^.b^ fure^. 

In 
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In higlitfa or dqith, ftiU firft and laft will reiga 
Sole king, and of his kingdom loie no part 3x5 

By our revolt, but oyer Hell extend 
His empire, and with iron fcepter rule 
Us here, as with his golden tboTe in Heaven* 
What fit we then projecting peace and war ? 
War hath detennin*d us, and foilM with lois 3^ 
Irreparable ; terms of peace yet none 
Vouchfaf 'd or fought ; for what peace will be ^ven 
To us inflav'd, but cuftody fcvcre. 
And ftripes, and arbitrary puniHunent 
Infii£led ? and what peace can we return, j^^ 

But to our powY hoftility and hate, 
Untamed relu^nce, 9fkd revenge though ilaw» 
Yet ever plotting hovr the conqueror lead 
May reap his conquell, swd may kail rejoice 
la doing what we mod in fuflFering {eel ? 34.(1 

Nor will occafion want, nor ihall we need 
With dangerous expedition to invade 
Heaven, whofe high walls fear no afault or fiege. 
Or ambuih from the deep. What if we lind 
Some eafier enterprife? There is a place, 345 

(If ancient and prophetic fame in. Heavea 
£iT not) anocher world, the happy feat 
Of fome new raee callM Man, about this time 
To be croatdd like to tt«, though Icfs 
In pow'r and'excellenccy but favoured more 350 

Of him who rules above i fo wa« his will 
Pronounc'd among the GodS| and by an oath. 
That ihook HtftT*a's wbol« circumfin^ace, coi^rro'd: 

Thither 



rV: 



SookSL JfABAT}tSE LOST. ^ 

Thither let u» fend all our though* 116 le^te 

What ci«atttrca tfaete it habit, of what moU, 35^ 

Or fiibftance^ how^ induedy and what their power, 

And when their wealcAefs^ how attempted belt. 

By force or liobtiety. Though Heav'n be ihut. 

And Heaven*s high aarbitrator fit fecure 

In his onm ftcengtfa^ this place itfay lie expoeMj 3^9 

The utmoft border otf His kingdom, left 

To lAitir 4d«ife who hold it s here perhaps 

Some advatftftgeMis aA may be achieved 

By fudden oiiftt, either with Hell fire 

To wafte hh wiiote c«eation» or pofiefii 1$^ 

All as our ovm, and dri^, as we were 6aAvexif 

The puny hdbitwMtr or if not diire, 

Seduce them ttt our party, that their God 

May prove CiMBf ft fbe, and with repenting hand 

Abolifli Ub owtf '«Porli^ This would fuipaft 579 

Common reveifgt, and inttmipt hie joy 

In our oonfitfion, and onr joy npraiiie 

In his diftuiiiance) when his darling font, 

HurlM headlong ta-partake with ut» ihall curft 

Their frail original, and foded blift, ^ a 

Faded fo ibon. Advift if this be wortii' 

Attempting^ or talk in darkncf* here 

Hatching vain empires. ThusBeelaebiib 

Pleaded his devilifh oounlel, firildevifr'd 

% Satan, and in part proposM : for whcnee» |9« 

But from the author of all ill, could ^ng 

So deep a audice to confound* the raise 

Of mankuid in one nxtt, aad£artiivii^)idl 
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To mingle and involve, done all to fpite 
"The great Creator? But their ipite flill (enre» . 3S5 
His glory to augment. The bold defign 
PleasM highly tho£e infernal States, and joy 
Sparkled in all their eyes $ with £all aiTent 
They vote : whereat his fpeech he thus renews* , 
< Well •have ye judged, well ended long debate, j i^ 
Synod of Gods, and like to what ye are, . 
Great things refolvM, whieh from the loweft deep. 
Will once more lift us up, in ^ite of fate, . 
Nearer our ancient feat; perhaps in viewr 
; <3f thofe bright confines, whence with neighb^nng arms 
And (^tportune excurfion we may, chance 
Re-enter Heaven \ or elie in fome mild zone 
Dwell not imvifited of >Heav-n*8 fair light 
Secure,' and at the brightning orient beam 
cPurge off this gloom ; the foft delicious air, . t|po 
To heal the fear of thefe corrofive fires. 
Shall breathe her balm. But firft whom ihall we fcHd 
In fearch of this new world ? whom fliali we find 
Sufficient ? who ihall tempt with wandering feet 
(The dark unbottom^d infinite abyfs, 40$ 

And through the palpable obfciire find, out > 
His uncouth way, or fpread his ii^ flight 
Upborne with indefatigable wings 
Over the vaft abrupt, ere he arrive 
AThe happy ile ? what .ftrength, what art can dien 440 
Suffice, or what evafion bear him fafe 
Through the ibri6l fenteries and itations thick 
Of Angels watchinground ? . JlereJie had need . . 

All 
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All circumfpe£lion» and we- now no lefs 
Choice in our fuflTrage; for on whom we (end,. 41 ^'^ 
The weight of all and our laft hope relies. 
This faid, he fat j and expe^ation held: 
His look fufpenfe, awaiting who appear^- 
To fecond, or oppofe^ or undertake 
^he perilous attempt : but all fat mute, 42a 

Pondering the danger with deep thoughts j and each 
In others countenance read* his own difmay 
Aftonifh*d : none among the choice and prime 
Of thofe Heaven-warring champions could be found 
80 hardy as to profiler or accept 4a ^ 

Alone the dreadful voyage; till at laff 
Satan, whom now tranfcendent gloiy rais^d^ 
Above his fellows, with monarchal pride 
Confcious of higheft worth, unmov'd thus fpake,. 

O Progeny of Heav'n-, empyreal Thrones j 43^ 

With reafon hath deep iilehce and demur ' 
Seis'd us, though undi(may*d : long is the way ' 

And hard, that out of Hell leads up- to light j 
Our prifbn ftrong 5 this huge convex of fire, 
Chitrageous to devour, immures us round 435 

Ninefold; and' g&tes of burning adamant 
BarrM over us prohibit all egrefs. 
Thefe pafs*d, if any pafs, the void profound 
Of uneflential Night receives him next 
"t^^e gapihg, and with utter lofe of being 44Qr 

Threatens him, plung'd in that abortive gulf. 
If thence he icape into whatever world, 
Or unknown cegion^ what remains him lef$. 
'" XotrU E Thaa 
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Than unkn6wti daageurs, aii4 ^^ hard efcape ? 
Tfn% I ih(mld ill becom* this throne, O Peers, 445 
And this imperial fovranty, adorn'd 
With fplendor, arm'd with power, if ought proposed 
And jtidgM of public moment, in the ihap& 
Of difficulty or danger could deter 
}/h from attempting. Wherefore do* I affume 450 
Thck royalties, and not refufe to reign^ 
Kefufmg to accept as great a ihipre 
Of hazard as of honQr, due alike 
To him who reigns, and fo much to him due 
Qf hazard more, as he above the reft 453 

High honox^'d fits ? Go tly^refgre, mighty Powers, 
Terror of l9(eav'n, though fall'n j intend at home. 
While here (hall be our home, what bcft may cafe 
The prefcnt mifery, and render Hell 
^ore tolerable} if there be cure or chan^ 4^0 

To refpite, or deceive, or flaok the pain 
Of this ill manfion : intermit no watch 
Againft a wakeful foe, while I abroad 
Through all the coafts of dark deftry^ion feek 
peliverance for us all : this enterprife 4$^ 

None (hall partake with me. Thus faying rofe 
The Monarch, and prevented all reply. 
Prudent, left from his refolution rai&*d 
Others among the chief might offer now 
(Certain to be refus'd) what erft they fear'd i 474^ 
And fo refused might in opinion ftand 
His rivals, winning cheap the high repute 
Which he ^rough hazard huge muft eam« But they . 

Pre9(ie<i 
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Dreaded not more th^ adventure than hit voicfe 
Forbidding} and at once with him they rofe$ 47^ 
Their riimg all at once was as the found 
Of thunder heard remote. Tow'ards him they bend 
With awful reverence prone j and as a God 
Extol him equal to the Hig'heft in Heav'n : 
Nor faird ^y to exprefs how much they praisM^ 4;So 
That for the general fafety he defpi«*d 
His own : for neither do the Spirits damnM 
Lofe all their virtue $ left bad men fl&onld boaft 
Their fpecious deeds on ear^, which g^ory* excites^ 
Or clofe ambition varniih'd o'er with zeal. 485 

Thus they their doubtful qonfultations dark 
Ended rejoicing in their matchlefs chief: 
As when from mountain top« the duflcy clouds 
Afcendingy while the north- wind fleeps, o>r-fpread 
Heaven's chearful face> the louring element 49^ 

Scowls o'er the darkened landfkip fnow, or ihowcr} 
If chance the radiant fun with farewel fweet 
Extend his evening beam, the fields revive. 
The birds their notes renew, and bleating herds 
Atteft thtir joy, that hill and valley rings. 495 

O Oiame to men! Devil with Devil damn'd 
Firm concord holds, npyen only dtfagree 
Of creatures rational, though under hope 
Of heav'nly grace : and God proclaming peace. 
Yet live i^ hatred, enmity, and ftri£e 50* 

Aniong themfelvca, and levy cruel wars. 
Wafting the earth, each other to deftroy : 
As if (which might induce us to accord) ^ 

Ex Mr 
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Man had not hellifli foes enow befides, 

That day and night for his deftni^tion wait, 505 

The Stygian council thus difToly'd $ and forth 
In order came the grand infernal peers : 
Midft came their mighty paramount, and ieem'd 
Alone th^ antagonift of Heaven, nor lefs 
^Than Heirs dread emperor with pomp fupreme, ^19- 
And God-like imitated ftate $ him round - 
A globe of fiery Seraphim inclosM 
With bright imblazonry, and horrent arms. 
Then of their feffion ended they bid cry 
With trumpets regal found the great refult: 515 

Tow'ards the four winds four fpeedy Cherubim 
Put to their mouths the founding alchemy 
By heralds voice explainM } the hollow* abyfs 
H^ard fa]5 and wide, and all the hoft of Hell 
Wkh deafnitig fliout returned them loud acclame. 520 
Thence more at eafe their minds, and fomewhat raised 
By falfe piefumptuous hope, the ranged Powers 
Difband, and, wandering, each his feveral way 
Purfues, as inclination or fkd choice 
JLeatds him perplexM, where he may Hkelieft find 525 
Truce to hi^ reftlefs thoughts, and entertain 
The irkfomc hourd, till his great chief return* 
Part on the ptajn, or in the air Aiblime, 
Upon the wing, or in fwlft race contend. 
As -at th' Olympian games or Pythian fields ; 539 

Part curb their fiery fteeds, or fhun the goal 
With rapid wheels, or fronted brigads form. 
As when to warn proud cities war appear* 

Wag^d 
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Wag'd in thp troubled iky, and armies ruih 

'J'o, battel in the clouds, before each van 535 

Prick forth the aery knights, and couch tkeir fpears 

Till thickeft legions ck>fe ; with feats of arms 

From either €nd of Heav'n the welkin burns. 

Others with vaft Typhoean rage more fell 

IteQd up both rocks and hills, and ride the air 540 

In whirlwind 5 Hell fcarce holds the wild uproar. / 

As when Alcides, from Oechalia crown'd 

With conqueft, felt th' envenomed robe, and tore 

Through pain up by the roots Theffalian pines. 

And Lichas from the top of Oeta threw 545] 

Into tV Euboic fea. Others more mild. 

Retreated in a filent valley, fing 

With notes angelical to many a harp 

Their own heroic deeds and haplefs fall 

5y doom , of battel ; and complain that fate 559. 

Free virtue fhould inthrall to force or chance* 

Their fong was partial, but the harmony 

(What could it lefs when Spi'rits immortal fing ?) 

Sufpended Hell, and took with raviihment 

The thronging audience. In difcourfe more fweet 555, 

(For eloquence the foul, fong charms the fenfe,) 

Others apart fat on a hill retirM, 

In thoughts more elevate, apd reafonM high 

Of providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate, ^ 

^*<1 fatQy free will, foreknowledge abfolute, 560 

And found i)o end, in wandVing mazes loft. . 

Of good and evil much they argued then. 

Of bappinef8ai^4. final inifery^ 

.ft... ./ E 3 Paflior 
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Pallion and apathy, and glory' and ihanle^ 

Vain wifdom all, and falfe philofophy : 563 

Yet with a pleafrag forcery could charm 

Pain for a while or anguifh, and excite 

Fallacious hope, or arm th' obdured breaft 

With ftubborn patience as with triple fteel. 

Another part in fquadrons and grofs bands, 57^ 

On bold adventure to difcover wide 

That difmal world, if any clime perhaps 

Might yield them eafier habitation, bend 

Four ways their flying march, along the banks 

Of four infernal rivers, that difgorge 57 j 

Into the burning lake their baleful ftreams ; 

Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate 5 

Sad Acheron of forrow, black and deep 5 

Cocytus, nam'd of lamentation loud 

Heard on the rueful ftream j fierce Phlegethon 5 Jo 

Whofe waves of torrent fire inflame with rage. 

Far off from thefe a flow and filent ftream, 

Lethe the river of oblivion rolls 

Her watry labyrinth, whereof who drinks. 

Forthwith his former ftate and be'ing forgets, 585^ 

Forgets both joy and grief, pleafure and pain* 

Beyond this flood a frozen continent 

Lies dark and wild, beat with perpetual ftorms 

Of whirlwind arid dire hail, which on firm land 

Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin feems 59^ 

Of ancient- pile ; or elfe deep fnow and ice, 

A gulf profound as that Serbonian bog 

Betwixt Damiata and Mount Cafros old| 

"vnxM 




Where armies whole have ftink : the parching w. 
Burns frore, and cold performs th* efFcft of fire. 595 
Thither by hai-py-footed furies hal'd 
At certain revolutions all the damnM 
Arc brought; and feel by turns the bitter change 
Of fierce extrenies, extremes by change more fierce, 
From beds of raging fire^ to ftarve in ice 609 

Their Toft ethereal warmth, and thetc to pine 
Immoveable, infixM, and frozen roimd. 
Periods of time, thence hurried back. to fire«. 
They ferry over this Lethean found* 
Both to and fro, their forrow to augment, ^o^ 

And wifh and ftmggle, as^they pafs, to reach 
The tempting fb^am, with one fmall drop to lofe 
In fweet forgetfulnefs all pain- and woe, 
All in one moment,, and fo near the brink ;: 
But fate withibnds, and to oppofe th* attempt 616 
Medufa- with Gorgonian t^ror guards 
The?* ford,, and of itfclf the water Jlies 
All tafte of living ^ight, as ohce it fled 
The lip o€ Tantalus.. Thus roving on. 
fe conftfsM march ftvidrrti tk* adteritrotrs bands &if 
With fliudd'^ring horror jnlfe, and eyes aghaft, 
▼iew'd firft thefr lametttdlfltf lot, and found 
No reft : tldrougfa many a dark and dreary vaU*- 
They pafs'd, and many A region dolorbtis, 
€*e^ man^ n frozen, many' a fkry AlfS •i^" 

Rocks,caves,lakes, lietrs, bogs, dens, vtvA (htcAtBiitdtkih, 
A univerfe of dea4h, w\6th Go4 by cutCe 
Cffeated ev'ily f«r 9n\ ^ly good, 
\ ' "• E 4 Where 
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Where all life dies, death lives, and nature breeds, 
Ferverfe, all monftrous, all prodigious thinga> 6zf 
Abominable, inutterable, and worfe 
Than fables yet have feign'd, or fear conceived, 
Gorgons, -and Hydra^s, and Chimscra*s dire. 

Mean while the Adverfary* of God and Man, 
$atan with thoughts inflamM of hig'heft defign, 63^ 
Puts on fwift wings, andtow'ards the gates of Hell 
Explores his folitary flighty ibmetimes 
He fcours fhe right hand coafb^ fometimes the ]t£t. 
Now (haves with level wing the deep, then fbars 
Vp to the fiery concave towring high. 635 

As when -far off at fea a fleet defcry'd 
Hangs in the clouds, by equinoflial winds 
Clofe (ailing from Bengala, or the iles 
Of Ternate and Tidorc, whence merchants bring 
'jTheir fpicy drugs s they on the trading flood 640 

Through the wide Ethiopian to the Cape 
Ply ftemming nightly tow^ard the pole. So feem^d 
Far off the flying Fiend : at laft appear 
Hell bounds high reacting to the horrid roof, 
An<i thrice three-fold the gates s three folds were brafs. 
Three iron, three of adamantin rock. 
Impenetrable, impaPd with circling fire. 
Yet uncoafum'd. Before the gates there fat 
On either (ide a formidable (hape$ 
The one feemM woman to the wafte, and fair, ^5^ 
But ended fool in many a fcaly fold 
Voluminous and vaft, a ferpent ann*4 
With mortal fting : about her middle round 
» . ^ A ciy 
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A cry of Hell hoimds never ceaiing bark'd , 

With wide Cerberean mouths full loud^ and rung 

A hideous peal 4 yet> when they lift^ would creep. 

If ought difturb'd their noife, into her womb. 

And kennel there, yet there ftill bark'd and howPd^ 

Within unfeen. Far le(s abhorr'd than thefe 

Ve^M Scylla bathing in the fea that parts 66^ 

C<dabria from the hoarfe Trinacrian (hore : 

Nor uglier follow the night-hag, wliesy call'd 

In fccret, riding through the air ihe comet, 

Lnr'd with the fmell bf infant blood, to -dance 

With Lapland witches, while the laboring moon Sij^ 

Ec^pies at -their charms. The other (hape. 

If ihapeit might be calPd that (hape had none 

Diftinguiihable in member, joint, or Hmb, 

Or fubftance might be caird that Shadow Teemed, 

^or each fecmM either $ black it Hood as Night, ^jOr 

Fierce as ten Furies, terrible as Hell, 

And ihook a dreadful dart ; what feem'd his head 

The likenefs of a kingly crown had on: 

Satan was now at hand, and from his feat 

The monfter moving onward came as fail: 6f^ 

With horrid ftffides» Hell trembled as he ftrode. 

Th* undaunted Fiend what this might be admir*d» 

Admir'd, not fearM{ God and his Son except* 

Created thing nought valued he nor ihunn'd $ 

4Lnd with difdainful look thus firft began. iSS# 

Whence and what art thou, execrable ihapCr 
That dar^ft, though grim and terrible, advance 
Thy mifcreated front athwart my way 
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To yonder gates ? thrbtigh them I mean to pafs. 
That be afltirM, without leave allcM of thee : 685 

Retire, or tafte thy foHy', and learn by prooff, 
Hell-born, not to contend with Sj«*rits of Heaven. 

To whom the goblin full of wrath rq>Iy''d. ' 
Art thou that traitor Angel, art thou He, 
Who firft broke peace in Heav'n and faidi, tDl then 
Unbroken, and in proud rebellious arms 
Prew after him the third part of Heav'n's fons 
ConjurM agftinft the Hig^heft, for which both thoti 
And they, outcaft from God, are here condemned 
To wafte eternal days in woe and pain ? 695. 

And reckon'ft thou thyfelf with &pi*rits of Heavm, 
Hell-doomM, and breath^fl defiance here and fcom. 
Where I reign ktng, and, to enrage thee more. 
Thy king and lord ? Back to thy punifliment, 
Falfe fugitive, and to thy fpeed add wings, 700^ 

Left with a whip of fcorpions I purfue 
Thy lingring, or with one ftroke of this dart 
Strange horror i^ife thee% and pangs unfelt before. 

So fpake the grifly terror, and in (hape, 
8d faking and fo threatning, grew ten-fold 705 

More dreadful and deform: on th' other fide 
IncentM with indignation Satan ftood 
Unterrify'd, and like a comet bumM^, 
That fires the length of Ophiuchus huge 
Bi ih* ar6lic fty, and fxom his horrid hair- 71^ 

Shakes pcftiience and war. Each at the head 
LevePd his deadly aim y their fatal hands 
No fecond ftroke intend, and fuch a frown 
• £a^ 
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Each caft at th' other, as when two black clouds, 

With Hcav'n's artillery fraught, come rattling on 

Over the Cafpian, then ftand front to fnmt 

Hovering a fpace, till winds the ftgnal blow 

To join their dark encounter in mid air: 

So frownM the mighty combatants, that Hell 

Grew darker at thdr frown, fo matched they ftood $ 

For never but once more was fcitfaer like 

To meet fo great a foe : and now gitat deeds 

Had been achieved, whereof all Hell had ruDg» 

Had not the fnaky foreerefs that fat 

Faft by Hell gate, and kept the fatal ke^r, >ft^ 

Ris*n, and with hideous outcry mfli'd between. 

O Father, what intends thy hand, Ifae cryM^ 
Againft thy only Son ? What fury', O Son, 
PofTefles thee to bend that mortal dart 
Agi(inft thy Father's head f and know'ft for whom $ 
For him who (its above and laughs the while 
At thee ordain'd his drudge, to etecute 
Whatever his wrath, which he calls juftiee, bids ; 
His wrath, which one day will deftroy ye b6th. 

She fpake, and at her words the helliih peft 7)^ 
Forbore, then thefe to her Satan retum'd. 

So ftrange thy outcry, and thy words fo ftrange 
Ttkcm interpofeft, that my fudden hand 
Prevented fpares to tell thee yet by deed% 
Whftt it intends ; till firft I know of thee, 74^ 
What thing thou art, thus double-forfn^d, and why 
In this tttfenud vale firft met thou caU'ft 
Me Father, and that phMtafo call^ft siy tan^ - 
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I know thee not, nor ever faw till how 

Sight more deteftabl« than him and thee. 745 

T* whom thtis the portrefs of Hell gate rejjy'd. 
Haii: thou ibrgot me then, and do I feem 
Now in thine eye fo foul ? once deemM fo fair 
In HeavM, when at th* aflembly, and in fight 
Of fll the Seraphim with thee combinM 75^ 

In bold confpiracy againft Heav^n^s king. 
All on a ftidden miferable paia 
Surpns'd. thee, dim thine eye«, and diz:^y fwum 
In darknefs, while thy head flames thick and faft 
Thi|ew forth, till on the left fide opening wide, 755 
Likeft to thee in iliape and count-nance bright* 
Then fhining heav'nly fair, a Goddefs arm'd ' 
Out of thy.head I fpning: amazement feisM 
All th' hoft of Heav'n j back they reeoilM afraid 
At ^rft, and caird me Sin, and for a figxk ytio* 

Portentous Jield me ; but familiar grown^ 
I pleas M, and with attra^ive graces won 
The moft avede, thee chiefly, who full oft 
Thyfelf in me thy perfe6l image viewing 
DS^cam'ft ensunour'd, and fuch joy thou took'fl: 7(5 
With me in fecret, that my womb conceiv'd 
A greying 'biM'den* Mean while war arofe. 
And fields were fought in Heaven | wherein remaia'd 
(For what cou^ t\k to «ur almighty foe 
Qear viflory,, to our part lo($ and rout 77* 

Through all the empyrean : down they fell 
Driv'n headlong from the pitch of Heaven, down 
Into this dec;p, and in the general fall .. 
V . . ' 1 alibi 
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I alfo ; at which time this pow'rfiil key 
Into my hand was giv'n, with charge to keep 775 
Thefe gates for ever (hut, which none can pafs 
Without my opening. Penfive here I fat 
Alone, but long I fat not, till my womb 
Pregnant by thee, and now exceffive grown. 
Prodigious motion felt and rueful throes. ^to 

At laft this odious offspring whom thou fteft 
Thine own begotten, breaking violent way 
Tore through my entrails, that with fear and paih 
Diftorted, aU my nether fhape thus grew 
Trimsform'd : but he my inbred enemy 78 r 

Forth ifiiied, brandifhing his flatal dart 
Made to deilroy : t fled, and cry*d out Death ; 
Hell.trembled at the hideous name, aiid figh'd 
From all her caves, andjbacfc refounded Death. 
I-4ed, but he purfued, (though more, it feems, yi^m 
Inflara'd with luft than rage) and fwifter far. 
Me overtook his mother all difmay'd; 
And in- enibraces forcible and foul' 
Ingendring with me, of that rape begot 
Thefe yelling monfters, that with ceafclefs ery 795* 
Surround me, aS thou (aw'ft, hourly conceived 
And hourly born, with forrow infinite 
To me 5 for when they lift, into the womb 
That bred thehx they return, and howl and gna^ 
Mf bowels, their repaft 5 then burfting forth %om 

Afrefh with confcious terrors vex me round, 
That reft, or intermiflion none I find, 
fiefor^ mine eyes in oppofilidn llti: - ^ ■ * 

Crip 
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Grim Death my Con and foe, who fets them on» 

And me his parent would full loos devour 805 

For want of other prey, but that he knows 

His end with mine involved ^ and knows that I 

Shoufd prove a bitter morfel, and his bane, 

Whenever that (hall be ; fo fate pronouncM» 

^t thou, O Father, I forewarn thee, ihun Sia 

His deadly arrow $ neither vainly hope 

To be invulnerable in thofe bri^t arms, 

Though tempered heavenly, for that mortal dint» 

Save he who reigns above, none can refift.. 

She finiihM, and the fubtle Fiend his loro 8x5 

Soon leam'd, now milder, and thus anfwer'd fmooth. 
Dear Daughter, ilnce thou clam'il me for thy fii-e. 
And my fair fon here fliow'fl me, the dear pledge 
Of dalliance had with thee in Heav'n, and joys 
7hen fweet, now fad to mention, through dire change 
Befairn us unforefeen, unthought of i know 
I come no enemy, but to fet free 
From out this dark and difmal houfe of pain 
Both him and thee, and all the heavenly hoft 
Cf ^pi'rits* that in oiu: juft pretences armM Ztf^ 

Fell with us from on high : from them I go 
This uncouth errand fole, and one for all 
Myfelf expofe, with lonely fteps to tread 
Th' unfounded deep, and through the void immenfe 
'^Tafearch with wandering queft a place foretold 83^ 
Should be, and, by concurring figns, ere now 
Created vaft and round, a place of biifs 
In the pourlieus of H^y*Di and therein placM 

A race* 
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A race of lyiitart creatxires, to fupply 
Perhaps our vacant room, though more remov'dj Zi§ 
Left Heav'n furcharg'4 with potent multitude 
Might hap to move new broils : Be this or ought 
Than this more fecret now defign'd,. I hade 
To know, and this once known, fliall foon return. 
And bring ye to the place where Thou and Death 
Shall dwell at eafe, and up and down unfeen 
Wing filently the buxom air, imbalm'd 
With odors i there ye fhall be fed and fiUM 
Immeafurably, all things (hall be your prey. 

He ceas'd* for both feemM highly pleased, and Deat^ 
Gnnn'd horrible a ghaftly fmile, to hear 
His famin ihould be fiUM, and bleft his maw 
Deftin'd to that good hour : no lefs rejoiced 
His mother bad, and thus befpake her fire. 

The key of this infernal pit by due, ^56 

And by command of Heav'n's all-pow*rful king 
I keep, by him forbidden to unlock 
Thefe adamantin gates ; againft all force 
Death ready ftands to interpofe his dart, 
Fearlefs to be o'ermatchM by living might. 85* 

But what owe I to his commands above 
Who hates me, and hath hither thruft me down 
Into this gloom of TarUras profound. 
To fit in hateful olRce here confinM, 
Inhabitant of Heav'A, and heav'nly-born» tC^ 

Here in perpetual agony and pain> 
With terrors and with clamors compaft'd round 
Of mine own broodi that on my bowels feed ? 

ThoaT 
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Thou art my father, thou my author, thou 

My being gav'ft me; whom {hould I obey 865 

But thee, whom follow ? thou wilt bring me foon 

To that new world of light and blifs, among 

The Gods who live at eafe, where I fhall reign 

At thy right hand voluptuous, as befeems 

Thy "daughter and' thy darling, without endi 87c 

Thus faying, from her fide the fatal keyj. 
Sad inftrun^ent of "all our woe, (he took 5 
And tow'ards the gate rolling her beftial train, 
I?orth^»fith the huge portcullis high up drew, 
"Which but herfelf not all the Stygian Powers 875 
Could once have mov'd 5 then in the key-hole tufn* 
Th' intricate wards, and every bolt and bar. 
Of mafly ir'on or folid rock with eafe 
Unfaftens : on a fuddea open fly 
With impetuous recoil and jarring found SSot 

Th* infernal doors, and on their hinges grate 
Harfli thunder^ that the loweft bottom Ihook. 
Of Erebus. She open'd, Kut to (Kut 
JS^eird herpowV.j the gates wide open ftood,^ 
That with extended, wings a bannerM.hoft 8851 

Under fp^ead-enfigns marching might pafs through . 
With horfe and ohariots ranked in loofe array;. 
So wide they ftood, and like a furnace mouth 
C(»t forth re(}punding fmoke aqd ruddy flames. 
Before their eyes in fudden view appear 890 

The fecrets of the hoary deep, a dark 
Illimitable qcean) without bound, 
•VTitl^out dijncoiiion» wbm length, breadth, and hight)i» 
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And time, and iplace are loft | where eldeft Kig^t . 
And Chaos, anceftors of nature, hold '95 ' 

Eternal anarchy, amidft the noife 
Of endleft wars, and by confufioik (land* 
For hot, cold, moift, and dry, four champtortt fierce. 
Strive here for maft*ry, and to battel bring 
Their embryon atoms ; they around the flag* 90a . 

Of each his fa6tion, in their icTcral clansy 
Light-arm^d or heavy, (harp, fmooth, fwift or flow, ' 
Swarm populous, un-mrniberM as the fandft 
Of Barca or Cyrene^s torrid foil^ 
Levif d to fide with warring winds, and poife 90^ 

Their lighter wings: To whom thefe moil adhere. 
He rules a moment; Chaos umpire fits. 
And by decifion more embroils the fray 
By which he reigns : next him high arbiter 
Chance governs all. Into this wild abyfs, 910 * 

The womb of nature and< perhaps her grave. 
Of neither fea, nor fliore, nor air, nor fire. 
But all thefe in their pregnant caufes mix'd 
Confus'dly^ and which thus muft ever fight, 
U^kfs th^ almighty Maker them ordain 9r5 

His dark materials to create morfe worlds ; * 
Into this wild abyfs the wary Fiend 
Stpod- an the briuk of Hell and look*d a while, 
Pondr'ring his voyage; forno^ narrow firith 
He had to crofs. Nor was his ear lefs peal*d 910'^ 

With noifes loud and ruinous (to compare 
Great things witH fmall) than- when Bellona ftorms, ' 
With all -her battering engins. bent tQ cafe * ^ 
.Vot. I. F Sor 
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Some capital city* ; or l«fa than if this frame . 

Of Heaven were fMng, and thefe elements 925. 

In mutiny had from her axle torn 

The ftedfaft earth. At laft his fail-broad van« 

He fpreads f&r flight, and in the furging fmoke 

Uplifted fpurns the ground; thence many a league. 

As in a cloudy chair, afcending rides 9^ 

Audacious ; but that feat ibon failing, meets 

A vaft itatuity : all unanraces 

Fluttering his pennOns vain plumb down he dxops 

Ten thoufand fathom deep, and t& this hour 

Down had been falling, had not by iU chance 935 

The fixoAg rebuff of fome tumultuous cloudy 

Inftin^l with fire, and nitre,, hurried him 

As many miles aloft : that fury ftay'd,. 

QuenchM in a boggy Syitis, neither fea^ 

Nor good dry landt nigh founder' d on he fares,. 940* 

Treading thp crude coniiilence, half on foot, 

Half fly^ing ;. behoves him now both oar and fai]» 

As when a gryphon through the wildemefs 

With winged courfe, o^er hill or moory dalc^ 

Purfues the ArimaQiian, who by ftealth •94.5 

Had from his wakeful cuftody purloined 

The guai'ded gold : So eagerly the Fiend. 

O^er bog, .or fteep, through fh*ait, rough, denfe, or rarr^ 

With head, handl, wings, or feet, purfues bis way^ 

And fwims, or finks, or wades, or creeps, or fiiea^ 

At length a univerfal hubbub wild 

Of fiunning founds and voices all confus'd, 

Borne through the hollow dark/ afiaults his ear 

Witfi 
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With ioudeft vehemence : thither he piie8». 
Undaunted to meet there whatever Power ^55 

Or Spirit of the nethermoft abyfs 
Might in that noife refide, of whom to a(k 
Which way the neareft coaft of darknefs lies 
Bordering o/i light ; when (Irait behold the throne 
Of Chao8, and his dark pavilion fpread 960^ 

Wide on the wakeful deep ; with him eatfaxoh^d. 
Sat f«bie-v«fted Night, eldeft of things. 
The confort of his i-eign ; and by them ftood,. 
Orcus and Ades» and the. dreluled name 
Of Damogorgon; Rumor next and Chance, ^6$' 

And Tvmttlt and Confufioh ^1 embroird. 
And Difcord with a thoufand various nu>uths. 
T* whom Satan turning boldly, thus. Ye Powcrt 
And Spirits of this nethermoft abyfs. 
Chaos and ancient Night, I comie no fpy^ ^y% 

With purpofe to explore or to difturb 
The fecrets of your realm, but by conftraint 
WandVtng this darkibme defert, as my way 
Lies through your fpacrous empire up to lights 
Akme, and without giiide^ half loft, I feek 975. 

What readied path leads whfer^ your gloomy bounds 
Confine with HeaVn i or if fome other place. 
From your dominion Won, th* ethereal king 
PoffefTes lately, thither to arHv« 
I tratrel this profound; dire6l niy courfei 9 So 

Dire6led no mesin recompenle it brings 
To your behoof, if 1 that region loft, 
AU ufuipatioA thence expdPd,. reduce 
F a. 
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To her original darknefs and your fway 
(Which is my.prefent journey) and once more 9S5 
Ereft the ftandard there of ancient Night 5 
Yours be th' advantage all, mine the revenge. 
Thus Satan ; and him thus the Anarch old. 
With '^Eiltidng fpeech and vifage incompos'd, 
Anfwer'd. I know thee, ft ranger, whothotkart, 9^ 
That mighty leading Angel, who of late 
Made head againft Heaven's king, though overdirown^ - 
I faw and heard, for fuclv a numerous hoft 
Fled not in filence through the frighted deep 
With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, 995. 

Confuiion wprfe confounded; and Heaven gates 
Pour'd out by millions her viilorioue bands 
Purftiing;. I upon my frontiers here 
Keep refidence ; if all I can will ferve 
'jphat little which is left fo to defend, soocy 

Encroached on ftill through your inteftin brorls 
Weakning the fcepter of old Night : firft Hell 
Your dungeon ftretching far and wide beneath ; 
Now late}y Heaven and Earthy another world, 
HuAg o>r my realm, linked in a golden chsun 1005 
1^0 that fide Heav'*n from whence your legions fell t 
If diat way be your walk, you have not far ^ 
So much the nearer danger $ go and fpeedj 
Havoc and fpoil and ruio are my gain. 
^ H^e ceas'd; and Satan ftay'd not to reply, loio 

But glad that now his fea ihould find a ihsMY> . 
With frefh alacrity and force renew'd 
Springs upward like a pyramid of Brt 

Into 
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Intd the wild expanfe, and through the ftiock ^ 

* Ofi fighting elements, on all fides round lo^^ 

Enviroifd wins his way 5 harder befet 
And more indangcrM, than when Argo jpafs'd 
Through Bofporus betwixt the juftling rocks : ' - 
Or when Uiyffes on the larbord fhunn'd 
Cbiarybdis, and by th' other whirlpool ftccr'd, 102a ^ 
So he with difficulty and labor hard 
Mov'd on, with difficulty and labor he ; 
But he oncepaft, foon after when man fell, 
Strange alteration ! Sin and Death amain 
Following his track, fuch was the will of HeaVcii; ^ 
Pav'd after him a broad and beaten way 
Over the dark abyfs, whofc boiling gulf 
Tamely indur'd a bridge of wondrous length 
From Hell continued reaching th* utmoft orb 
Of this frail world j by which the Spi'rits pervcrfe 103© 
With cafy intercourfe pafs to and fro 
To tempt or puniih mortals, except wkom -,• 
God and good Angels guard by fpecial grace. 
But now at laft the facred influence 
Of light appears, and from the walls of Heaven 
Shoots fai" into the bofom of dim Night 
A glimmering dawn ; here Nature firft begins 
Her faxtheft verge, and Chaos to retire 
As from her outmofl works a broken foe 
With tumult lefs and with lefs hoftile din, 1040 

That Satan with lefs toil, and now with eaft 
Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious light, 
k.c a weather-beaten vefTel hold* 

V 3 Gh^^y 
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Oladly the port, though fhrouds and tackle tomj 
Or. in the emptier wafte, refembling air, X045 

Weighs his fpread wings, at leifure to behold 
Far oS th* empyreal Heav*n, extended wide 
In circuit, tindeterminM fquare or round. 
With opal towVs and battlements adomM 
, Of living faphir, once his native feat; 'XOjo 

And fail by hanging in a golden chain 
This pendent world, in bignefs as a ftar . 
Of fmalleft magnitude clofe by the moon. 
Thither full fraught with mifchievous reven^g^ 
Ac<n}n*d) and in a curfed hour he hies* jq%s 



THK IlfB OF THE 8EC0ND BOOK. 



^HE 



::^vx 



THE 



THIRD BOOK 



OF 



PARADISE LOST. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

God fitting on his throne fees Satan flying towards tin's 
world, then newly created 5 (hows him to the Son, 
who fat at his right hand } foretels the fuccefs of 
Satan in perverting mankind; clears his own juftice 
and wifdom froni all imputation, having created Man 
free and able enough to have withftood his tempter i 
yet declares his purpofc of grace towards him, in re- 
g^'d he fell not of his ownjnalice, as did Satan, but 
by him feduced. The Son of God renders praifes to 
his Father for the manifeftation of his gracious pur- 
pofe towards Man ; but God again declares, that grace 
cannot be extended towards Man without the fatif- 
fa^ion i)f divine, juftice^ , Map hath ofteAcled the 
majefty of God by afpiring to Godhead, and therefore 
with all his progeny devoted to death muft die, un- 
lefs fome one can be found fufficient to anfwer for his 
ofFenfe, and undergo. 4ii«^ punidiment. The Son of 
God freely offers himfelf a ranfome for Man t the Fa- 
ther accepts him, ordains his incarnation, pronounces 
his exaltation above all names in Heaven and Earth j 
. .conimands all the Ajig^ls to adore him 5 they obey, 
.and,hyt?\»in|;' to thfir harps in full quire, celebrate 
the Father and the Son. Mean wliile Satan alight* 
upon the bare convex of this world's outermoft orb ; 
where wandering he firft Hnds a place, fmce caird 
the Limbo of Vanity ; what perfons and things fly 
up thither ; thence comes to the gate of Heaven, de- 
fcribM afcending by flairs, and the waters above the 
firmament that now about it ; His paiTage thence to 
the orb of the fun $ he finds there Uriel the regent of 
diat orb, but firft changes himfelf into the fliape of a 
meaner Angel ; and pretending a zealous defire to be- 
hold the new creation, and Man whom God had 
placM here, inquires of him the place of his habita« 
tion, and i^dire^edj ali^his fail o;i mount Niphates. 
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HAIL holy Light, off-spring of Heav'n fifftiborn. 
Or of th' Eternal coeternal beam 
May I exprefs thee' unblaraM ? fince God is light, * 
And never but in unapproachcd light 
.Dwelt from eternity, dwelt then in thee, 5 

Bright effluence of bright cffence increate. 
Or hcar'ft thou rather pure ethereal ftream, 
Whofe fountain who (hall tell ? before the fun, 
Before the Hcav'ns thou wert, and at the voice 
Of God, as with a mantle didft inveft i9 

The rifing world of waters dark and deep, 
Won from the void and formlefs infinite. 
Thee I rc-vifit now with bolder wing, ' 
Efcap'd the Stygian pool, though long detained 

•In that obfcure fojoum, while in my flight J^ 

Through utter and through middle darkncfs borne ' 
With other notes than to th* Orphean lyre * 

I fung of Chaos and eternal Night, 
Taught by the heavenly Mufc to venture down • 

^he dark deArent, and up to re-afcend, 29 

Though hard and rare : thee I revifit ikfc, 
And feci: thy fovran vita] lamp; but thau -^ 
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Karsfit*ft not thde ejcs, thai n^ in vain 
To find thy piercing raj, and find no dawn i 
So thick a drop icmie bath qoenchM their oih%9 *$ 
Or dim fniFufion veiPd. Vet not the more 
Ceale I to wander, where the MuTes haunt 
Clear fpringy or fliady grove, or funny hill, 
Smit with the love of facred long; hat chief 
Thee, Sion, and the flowiy hrookt beneath, 30 

That wafii thy hallowed feet, and warbling flow^ 
Nightly I vifit s nor fometimes forget 
Thofe other two equaled with me in fate. 
So were I equalM with them in renown. 
Blind Thamyris and blind Maeonides, «35 

And Tirefiat and Phineut prophets old« 
Then feed on thoughts, that volimtary move 
Harmonious numbers ; as the wakeful bird 
Sings darkling, and in (hadieft covert hid 
Tunes her no^lumal note. Thus with the year ,40 
Seafons return, but not to me returns 
Day, or the fweet approach of ev^n or mom» 
Or (ight of vernal bloom, or fummer's rofe^ 
Or flooks, or herds, or human face divine j 
But cloud inftead, and ever-dunng dark 45 

SuiTounds me,, from the chearful ways of me& 
Cut off, and for the book of knowledge fair 
Prefented with a univerfal blank 
Of nature*s works to me expunged and ras^d* 
J^nd wifdom at one entrance quite ihut out. 59 

So much the .rather thou, celeftial Light, 
Shine inwar4« and .the mind through ail hcjr powers 

ImdiatCy 
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Irradiate, there plant eyes » all mlft from thence 

Purge and di^rfe, that I may fee and tell 

Of things invifible to mortal %ht. 15 

Now had'th^ almighty Father from above. 
From the pure empyrean* where he fits 
High thronM above all highth, bent down his eye. 
His own works and their works at once to view : 
About himi all the 8aa£iides of Heaven 60 

Stood thick as iUrs, and from his fight received 
Beatitude paft Utterance i on his right 
'The radiant image of his glory fat» 
His only Son ; on earth he firft beheld 
Our two firft pai*ent8, yet the only two ^ 

Of mankind, in the happy garden placM» 
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love, 
UninteiTupted joy, unrival'd love 
In blifsful folitude j he then furveyM. 
Hell and the gulf between, and Satan thott j4 

Coafting the wall of Heav'n on this iide Night 
In the dun a|r fubiin^e, and ready now 
To ftoop with weaned wings and willing feet 
On the bare outiide of this world, that ieem*d* 
Fipn land.imbofoi^M, without &na2mft^ '"71 

Uncertain which, in ocean or is air. 
Him God beholding froni his proipe^ Ug^ 
Wherein/pa^ prefo&t, future he beholds» 
Thus to his only Son foiipfeeing fp^ke* 

.Only begotten Son, feeft thou whatfrage Ite 

Tranfports our J^dverfary } whom no bounds 
Prefcnb'dy 4»q Wft aftieUj xmt all the chaii» 

Heap'd 
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Heap'd on him there, nor yet the main abyfs 
Wide interrupt can hold j- fo bent he feems 
. On defperate revenge, that fhall redoimd 85 

0pon his own rebellious head. And now 
Through all reftraint broke loofe he wings his way 
Not far off Hcav'n, in the precin£ls of light, 
Dire£lly towards the new created world, 
^nd Man there placM, with purpofe to aflay 90 

If hint , by forcff he can deftroy, or worfe, 
By fome falfe guile pervert 5 and fliail pervert. 
For Man will hearken to his glozing lies. 
And eafily tran(|;rers the fole command, 
^i|Dle pledge of his obedience : So will fall, 95 

He and his faithiefs progeny : Whofe fault ? 
Whofe but his own ? Ingrate, he had of me 
All he could have ; I made him juft and right, 
Sufficient to have ftood, though free to fall, 
t&uch I crearted all th* ethereal Powers joo 

And SpiYhs, both them who ftood and them who fail'd*; 
Freely they ftodd who ftood, and fell who fell. 
Not free, what proof could they have giv'n fihccre 
Of true 'allegiance, conftant faith or love, 
^Where only what they needs muft do appeared, 105 
Not what they would ? what praife could they receive ? 
What pleafure I from fuch obedience paid, 
When will and reafon (reafon aifo* is choice) 
Ufclefs and vain, of freedom bbth defpoird, 
4Vade pafllve both, had ierv'd necefixty, 2x0 

Not me ? They therefore as to right belonged) 
So were created, nor can juftly' accufc 

: Their 
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Their maker, or their making, or their fate> 
As if .^nredeftination over-rurd 

Their will, difpos'd by abfolute docree n^ 

Or high foreknowledge ; thoy themfelves dfecreed 
Their own revolt, not I^ if I foreknew, 
Foreknowledge had no infliience on their fault, 
Which had no lefs prov*d certain unforeknown. 
So without leaft impulfe or fliadow* of fate, f^' 

Or ought by me immutably forefeen, 
They trt^afs, authors, to themtelves in all' 
Both what they judge and what they choofe ; for to 
I formM them firee, and free they muft remain. 
Till they inthrall themfelves ; I elfe muft cliange 125 
Their nature, and revoke the high decree 
Unchangeable, eternal, which ordainM 
Their freedom, they themfelves ordain'd their fall. 
The firft Ibrt by their own fttggcftion feJl, 
Sieifr tempted, felf-deprav'd t Man falls, deceived 130 
By th' other, firft : Man therefore (hall fmd grace, 
The other none ; in mercy' and juftice both. 
Through Heav'n and Earth, fo ftiall my glory" excels 
But mercy firft and laft fliall brighteft (hine. 
' Thus while God (pake, ambrofial fragrance fiird - 
All Heav*n, and in the bleiTed Spirits elea 
Senfe of new joy ineffable difFusMi 
Beyond coinpare the Son of God was feen 
Moft glorious ; in him all his Father (hone 
Subftantially exprefs'd ; and in his face tj^ 

Divine compafiion vifibly appeared, • 
Love without end,^ and without meafm gradCy 

VThich 
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Which uttering thti» ke to his Father fpske. 

O Father, gracious was that word which closed 
Thy fovran fentence, that Man ihould find g^ce ; t^-^ 
For which both Heav*n and Earth fiiall high extol 
Thy praifesy with th' innumerable found 
Of hymns and fsbcred ibngs, wherewith thy thnm'e 
Incompafs'd fliall refound thee ever blisft. 
Foi* ftiould Man finally be loft, ihouid Man, 159 

Thy creature late fo lov'd, thy yonn^ft ion. 
Fall circumvented thtis by fraud, though joiaM • 
With his own folly ? Chat be from thee far, 
That far be frcmi thee. Father, who aot judge 
Of ^1 things mad«> and judgeft only rig^t,. - 155 

Or ihall the Adver&ry thus obtain 
His end, and fraftrate thine? ihall he fulfil 
His malice, and thy goodnefs bring to nought^ 
Or proud return, though to his heavier doom» 
Yet with revenge accompli/h'd, and to Hell iS&- 

Draw after him the whole race of mankind. 
By him corrupted ? or wilt thou thyfelf 
Aboliih tliy creation, and unmake 
For him, what for thy gloiy thou haft msde > 
So (hould thy goodnefs and thy greataels both 1^5 
Be queftion'd and ]^a^hem*d without d!efenie« 

To whom the great Creator thus rtplyM« 
O Son, in whom my foul hath chief deiigfat^ 
Son of my bofom* Son who art aWe 
My .word, my wifdom, and eifeftual might, 170 

All haft tlkou fpoken af my thoughts are^ all 
As my eternal yvtipoje h«d> dfipHeedi. . 

Man 
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Man (hall not quite be loft, but fav'd who will. 

Yet not of will in him^ but .grace in me 

Freely vouchfafdj once more I will renew lyg 

His lapfed powers, though forfeit and inthraird 

By fin to foul exorbitant defu-es | 

Upheld by me» yet once more he fhali ftand 

On even ground againft his mortal foe. 

By me upheld, that he may know how Arail ito. 

His falPn condition is, and to me ow« 

All his deliverance, and to none but am- 

Some I have chofen of peculiar grace 

Eleck above the reft ; fo is my will s 

The reft (hall hear me call, and oft be warn'*d ttf 

Their fmful ftate, and to appeafe betimes 

Th* ineenifid Deity, while offered grace 

Invites ; for I will clear their fenfes dark,. 

What may fufHce, and foften ftony hearts 

To ^ay, repent, and bring obedience due,. j^^ 

To pray'r, repentance, and obedience due, 

Though but endeavored with fincere intent. 

Mine ear (hall not be (lew, mine dye not (hut* 

And I will place within them as a guide 

My umpire confcience, whom if they will hear, 19} 

Light after light well us'd they (hall attain. 

And to the end perfifting, fafe anive. 

This my long fu^Eerance and my day of grace 

They who negle£fc and fcom, (hal( never taftcf 

But hard be hardened, blind be blinded more, \q^ 

That they may ftumble on, and deeper fall 5 ' 

And none but fuch from mer^ I-exclttde« ^ 
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But yet all is not done ; Man difobeying, 

Difloyal breaks liis fealty* and fins 

yWainft the high fupremacy of Heaven, 305 

Affe6ling God-head> And fo lofing al^ 

To expiate his treafon hath nought left. 

But to deftniflion facred and deyote» 

He with his whole pofterity muft die, 

J]|i« he or juftice muft ; unlefs for him «io 

Some other able, und as willing, pay 

The rigid fatisfp&ion» death for death. 

Say heav'nly Pow'rs, where ihall we find fucfa love r 

Which of ye will be mortal to redeem 

M^A^s mortal crime, and jud th' uniuft to fave > 215 

Pweils in all Heaven chaiity fo. dear ? 

He aflt'd, but all the heav'nJy quire ftood mute. 
And filence wa^ m Hteav'n : on Man- s behalf 
Patron or interceflbr none afypcar^d,- 
MuAh lefs th^t durOi upon his own head drr^t. %2^ 
The deadly forfeitures andranibnxe fet« 
And now without redemption all mankind 
Muft have.been loft, adfudg^d to Death^and Hell 
By doom fcvcre,' h;ul not the Sonrof God, 
I& whom 4he fttlncfc dweib of lov.e di vine^ %%$. 

1& deareft mc^ati^n thus renewed. 

Father, thy wor^. is paft, Mjin fliaU fiad grace j 
And ihall grace w>t find means, that finds her way». 
The fpeedieft of thy, winged- meffengers. 
To vifit all thy creatures, and to all 230 

Comes unprevented, unimplorM, unfought?. 
Happy for Man,, fo cowing j he. her. aid 
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Can never feelc, once dead in find and loft ; 
Atonement for himfelf or oftering meet, 
indebted and undone, hath none to bring r 135 

Behold me thenj me for him, life for life 
I offer J on me let thine anger fall 5 
Account me Man-; I for his fake will lelve 
Thy bofora, and this glory next to thee 
Freely put off, and* for him laftlydie ^^ 

Well pleasM j on me let Death wreck all his rage 5 
Under his gloomy pow'r I (hall not long 
Lie ranquiih'd ; thou- haft giv''nme to poflef^ 
Life in myfelf for ev'r^ by thee I live^ 
Though now to Death I yield, and am his due 245- 
AU that of me can die; yet that debt paid. 
Thou wilt not leave me in the loathfome grave 
His prey, nor fufFer my unfpotted foul 
For ever with corruption there to dwell 5, 
Bat I (hall rife vi£lorious, and'fubdue sro 

My vanqui/her, fpoil'd of his vaunted fpoil ; 
Death his death's wound (hall- then receive^ and ftoop 
Inglorious, of his mortal- fting difarm'd. 
I through the ample air in triumph highr 
Shall lead- Hell captive maugre Hell^,- and ffiow ^55 
The Pow'ra ofdarknefs bound'. Theu at the fight 
Pleas'd, out of Heaven ihalt look down and fmile. 
While by thee raisM I min all my foes^ 
Death laft, and with his carcafs glut the grave : 
7hen with the multitude of my redeemM s6o 

Shall enter Heav'n long abfent, and return, 
Father, to fee thy face, wherein no^loud, 
Vol, I. G Of. 
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Of anger ihaU remain^ but peaof shflur*4 
And reconcileiDent ; wmth 01^11 be no ipore 
Thenceforth, but in thy prefence Joy entiici. -. 165 

His word&h«re •nded, ,but ki% noeek a(pe4l 
Silent yet fpake, and breathed immortal Iovib 
To mortal ^«ii» above which only flioi^ . 
Filial obedience : as. a racFi^:d 

Qlad to be offer'd^ b« aittends the will a 70 

Of hU gieat Father. .AdmiFatlon.feis'd 
All Heav'n, wh^^t tl^& might n^ea^ and whither tend 
Wond'ring J hut foon tb' , Almighty thus reply 'd. 

O thou in HeaV'> and J^ai-th tbt only peace 
Found out for mankind under wratb> O thou 27 f 
My fole coniplaceiKe ! well thou know' ft how dear 
To me sirtail Vf wQ^ks, nor Man.^the leafty. 
Though laft creal^d} thftt for him I fpare 
Thee from my bofom and ri^t hand,, to fave» 
l^y lofing thee a w^LUe» tk^ whole »<e loflr. »8« 

Thou therefbn» whom thou enlif canft redeem. 
Their naiti^re s|Ub tp tlvy natnra joii^i 
And be thyfelf Ma^. among ni«».oa «aith« 
Made fleih, whca limp fl^M hft, .of virgin f«e4» 
By yron^ifom birth.: be thovi in .^Mam's i»om 1X4 
'f'he bead.of sdl mankind^ thougb A^am*j» fon» 
As in jbim peri(h 4]t ib«9« A> m thee^ 
As from a fecond root, ihaU be xeftor*d 
As maay a» are reftor'd,. wi|lu>ut thee none. 
^ crime makses, guilty all his fon$ | thy meat 999 
Imputed ihaU abfolye them who renounce 
Their own both .xigh^(«QW 9x4 uniaghtfiou4 deod^ 



B«0k.IlL FAltADISE LOST. ft| 

And live in tfiee tfafii|>^n^e4> mm! &-ora tbee 

Receive new life« 8q Man, as i^ mod jufl» 

Shall fatisfy fof Man^ be judg'^ and die, ^^5 

And dying nfe» and fifing wkk him raife 

His brethren^ ranfOmM wkb hi9 own deai* life* 

So heavenly love fliaU outd» hcUifli hate. 

Giving t» death, and dying to redeem^ 

$9 dearfy t^ ndecm what hfilliih ha^ 30a 

So eaiily deftroy'd, and fUU deftroys 

In thofc wlio, when they may* accept not gvact • 

Nor (halt thou, by deicending to afTume 

Man*» nature^ leilen or decade thine own. 

Be^MUa thou hai^ though thronM iu higheft biij[s 

Equal to God, and equ^y enioying 

God-like fruition^ quitted all to fave 

A world h^m utter lofs, and haft been found ' 

By merit more than birthright Son of God, 

Found worthieft to be fo by being good, 310 

Far more than gieat or high ; becaufe in thee 

Love hath abounded more than glory* abounds^ 

Therefore thy humiliation fliall exalt 

With thee thy manhood alfo to this throne ^ 

Hese fhalt thou (it incaniate, here (halt reign 3x5 

Both God and Man, Son both of God and Man, 

Anointed univerfal king j all power 

I give thee ; reign for evei^ and a(rume 

Thy merits ; under thee as head fuprcme 

Tlnones, Princedoms, Powers, Dominions I reduce |^ 

All knees to thee^ (hall bow, of them that bide 

In Heav*n> or Earth» or under Earth in Hell. 

G % When 
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When thmi attended glorioufly from Heaven 

Shalt in the iky appear, and from thee fend 

The fummoning Arch- Angels to proclamc s»5 

Thy di-ead tribunal; forthwith from all wind* 

The living, and forthwith the cited dead 

Of all paft ages, to the general doom 

Shall haften, fuch a peal (hall roufe their (leej>. 

Then all thy faints affembled, thou (halt judge 33* 

Bad men and Angels ; they arraign'd (hall fink 

Beneath thy (bntence 5 Hell, her numbers full, 

Thenceforth (hall be for ever (hut. Mean while 

The wrld fliall burn, and from her a(hes fpring 

NcwHeav'n and Earth, wherein the Juit (hall dwell. 

And after all their tribulations long 

See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds. 

With joy and love triumphing, and fair truth. 

Then thou thy regal: fccpter (halt lay by, 

for regal fcepter then no more (hall need, 34-» 

God (hall'be all in all.. But all ye Gods, 

Adore him, who to compaft all this dies^ 

Adore the Son, and honor hitti as me. 

No fooner had th' Almighty ceas'd, but ali 
The multitude of Angels, with a (hout 345. 

Loud as from numbers without number, fwcct 
As from bleft voices, uttering joy, Heav'n rung 
With jubilee, and loud Hof^na's fiird 
Th' eternal regions : lowly reverent 
Towards either throne they bow, and to the ground 
With folemn adoration down they caft 
Xhsii: crowns inwove with amarant and gold j 
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Immortal amarant,. a. flowV whkh once 

In Paradife, faft by the tree of life, 

B^;an to bloom j but foon for man^s offenfe 355 

To Heav*n rcroovM, where firft it grew, there grows^ 

And flowV* aloft ftiading the fount of life> 

And where the riv'er of blifs through midil of Heaven 

Rolls o>r Elyfian ilow'rs her amber flream ; 

With thefe that never fade the Spi'rits ele£l 360 

Bind their refplendent locks inwreathM with beams. 

Now in loofe garlands thick thrown off, the bright 

Pavement, that like a fea of jaiper ihone, 

Impurpkd with celeftial rofes fmilM. 

Than cvownM again, their golden harps they took. 

Harps ever tun*d, that glittering by their fide 

Like quivers hung^ and with preamble fweet 

Of charming fymphony they introduce 

Their facred fong, and waken raptures high 4 

No voice exempt, no voice but well could join 379 

Melodious part, fuch concord is in Heaven. 

Thee, Father, firft they fung Omnipotent, 
Immutable, Immortal, Infinite, 
Eternal Kii^gi thee Author of all being, 
F^imtain of light, thyfelf invifible 375 

Amidft the glorious brightnefs where thou fit'ft 
Thron*d inacceflible, but w^ien thou ihad'ft 
The fiiU blaze of thy beams, and through a cloud 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant ihrine, 
X^rk with exceffive bright thy fkirts appear, 380 

Yet dazle Heav'n, that brighteft Seraphim 
Approach 4&oty but with both wings veil their eyes. 

G 3 Thee 
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Thee next they fang of all creatieii Mb, 
Begotten Son^ Divine Sionlftttde^ 
In whofe confpicnouss comrt^^nee, withMft dMd 
Made vUMe, th* almighty Fadier fliine», 
Whom elfe no creature can behold ; on thee 
ImprefsM th* efinlgence of his glory* abides^ 
TransfusM on thee his ample Spirit refts. 
He Heav*n of Heavens and idl ^bt Fow*f6 AattSsa 3^ 
By thee created, and hy dice drew down , 
Th' afphing Dotninatieas : ^en that day 
Thy Father^s dreadf\]l thunder <tidft not ^ra. 
Nor ftop thy flaming chariot voiwek, that fliook 
Heav'n^s everlafting frame, while o^cr the imfc* -^5 
Thou drov'ft of warring Angels difkiay'd. 
Back from purfnit thy Powers with l^d acehane 
Thee only' extoll'd. Son of thy Father's As%ht) 
To execute fierce TO^ance <fn his lbca» 
Not fo on Man : Him through their malii^e fM*»f 40^ 
Father of mercy' and grace, thou didft not doom 
So ftriftly, but much more to pity* incliM t 
No fooner did thy dear and only Son 
Perceive thee purposed not to doom fttai Man 
So drif^Iy, but much more to pity' inclin'dy 4^]^ 

He to appeafe thy wrath, and end tlie Rnfe 
Of mercy' and jufHce in thy^fkce difcemM^ 
Regardlefs of the Hifs wh6rein he fat 
Second to thee, offcrM himfelf to die 
For Man's oifcnfe. O unexampled love» 410 

Love no where to be found lefs than Divine? 
Hail Son of Ood> Saviour of ^^, thy zHUtte* . . > 

Shall 
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Shall be tlfe co^btrs'inattet bf my fong 
Henceforth, and ttevcr (hall thy liarp thy praifc 
B<M%ety nor from thy Father^s pfaJfe dftjofn. 4%i 

Thus thfey iii Itev^n, abovu tSic ftarry fpttetey 
Their happy h«ttPs m joy aftdhymning'^ent. 
Mean ^1^ upon the firm opacdns jFoibe 
Of this ro«fld world, whofc firft co'nvcx divides 
Th« luminous infdwor orbs incio«'d * 4S<^* 

From ChsM and th' inroad of D^tLh^ old, 
Satan alighted walk« : a flobe fir off* 
It feem'd, niMr feems a b9tffi?l}efs cMktiaent 
Dark, walle, and wild, xmdertheftK>wii of N!^ 
Stulefs exposed, and ever-fhfcmmkyg llonK9 42$ 

Of Chaos bluft^nng round, inefeiuttMr Iky 5 
Save on thart fido vAadti ftttm <%he n^att-of He«fcv*fir, 
Though diftant far, fowie 'finftll teflifftibn pdtit 
Of glimmering nif iek "viexM "^^nk ^mt^ %tiii 
Htfie walkM the^l«»d at ha>^€ ifiQ)Mletl9 H^. 436 
As when..a yiikuf «n 'IIHauB b!«dy^ 
Whofe fnowy ridge l^d'r^f^ Tli#«!»'b»Md«i 
Diflodgingfwm'a*egi#<ird»ec<^fpfty ' • 
To gorge «he fHfh of lambs or ^Anfin^ idfli • ~ 
On hiWs ^f<4i6ii« flo<jks ar6 ftd, fli^ -toWaid ffce'ijfrhrg^s ' 
Of Ganges or Hydrffp«s fedJah ftreWxis ;' 
But in his way ligfits ^ thi* b«Yeft ^aiiiii • ' * 

Of Stfncflfffi, whtffe Chme'fes drivfe 
With fails and wind their cftYiy waggott* WgHtt * 

So ♦n this windy iea of land', the Fiend 44b 

Walk'd up and dowii aloiic, bent on to prey j 
Alone, for other cveafitre ih this placfe * * ^ 

G 4 Living 
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Living or lifelefs to be found was nonej 

None yeV but ilore hereafter from the earth 

Up hither like aereai vapors flew 445 

Of all things tranfitory^ and vain, when fin 

With vanity had fUTd the works of menj 

Both all things vain> and all who in vain things 

Built their fond hopes of glory' or lafting fame> 

pr happinefs in this or th^ other life ; 450 

All who have their reward on earth, the fruits 

Of painful fuperftition and blind zeal) 

Nought feeking but the praife of men, here find 

Fit retribution^ empty as their deeds ; 

All th* unaceomplifhM works of Nature's hand, 455 

Abordve, monftrous, or unkindly mixM, 

DifTolv^d on earth, fleet hither, and in vain. 

Till final diflblution, wander here. 

Not in the ne^hVring moon, as ibme hav« dreamed ; 

Thofe argent fields more likely habitants, 46^ 

Traniiated Saints, or middle Spirits hold 

Betwixt tk* angelical and human kind. 

Hither of ill-joia'd ibas and daughters bora 

Firft (pcm the ancient world thofe giants came 

With many a vain exploit, though then renowned « 

The bttildcrt next of Babel on the plun 

Of Sennaar, and ilill with vain defign 

New Babels, had they wherewithal, would build « 

Others came fingle; he who to be deemed 

A God, leapM fondly into ^tna flames, 47a 

Empedocks $ and he who to enjoy 

Plato*t Elyfium, le^^^d into the fea, 

Cleombrotus 
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'Cleombrotus-s and many more too long» 

Embiyo*s atd idiots, eremites and friers 

White, black, and gray, with ail their trumpery* 

Here pilgrims rd«am> that flrayM ib isit to feek 

In Golgotha him dead,/ who lives in Heaven ; 

And they who, to be Aire of Paradife^ 

Dying put on the weeds of Dominic> 

Or in Franctfcan think to pafs difgoisM} 4.V« 

They pafs the planets fev'n, and pafs the fixM, 

And that bryftallin fphere whofe balance weighs 

The trepidation talk'd, and that firit movM ; 

And now Saint Peter at Hcav'n's wicket fcems 

To wait them with his keys, and now at foot 4S5 

Of Heav'n'*5 afcent they lift their feet, when lo 

A violent crofs wind from either coaft 

Blows them tranfverfe ten thoufand leagues awry 

Into the devious air; then might ye fee 

Cowls, hoojis, and habits with their wearers toft 490 

And flutterM into rags, then rellques, beads, 

Indulgences, difpenfes, pardons, bulls. 

The fport of winds : ail thefe upwhirlM aloft 

Fly o*er the backfide of the world far off 

Into a Limbo large and broad, fmce calPd 49e 

The Paradife of Fools, to few unknown 

Long after, now unpeopled, and untrod. 

All this dark globe the Fiend found as he pafsM, 

And long he wanderM, till at laft a gleam 

Of dawning light tum'd thither- ward in hafte 500 

His traveled ftcps ; far diftant he defcriet 

Afcending by <legrees magnificent 

Up 
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Up to the wall oi H«Hr*n « Ar«aiire Ingh ;- 
At top whereoi^ but fiu* nioct rich ifqieaiM ' 
The work as of a Jungly palace gate, 50; 

With frondfpiece of diamond and goid 
EmbelliJh'di thick with fparkiiog orieDtf;ciii«' 
The portal fhone^ iminitable oa eailth 
hy modely of by ihadi.og pencil drawn. 
The flairs were foch as wfaereoa Jacob iaw 540^ 

Angels aicendlng and defcendmg, baads 
Of guardians bright, xrhen he from £fka fled 
To Padan- Aram, in the field of Lut 
Dreaming by night under the open &y. 
And waking cry'd» This is the gate of^Haaren. 515 
Each ftair myfteriouAy was meant) nor ftood 
There always, but drawn op to Heaven fomctimea » 
Viewlefs j and underneath a bright fea flow'd - . 
Of jafper, or of liquid pearl, whereon 
Who after csune from earth, failing arrived . 5«0' 

Wafted by Angels, ^r flew o'er the lake 
Rapt in a chariot drawn by fiery (beds. 
The flairs wcie then let down, whether to dare 
The Fiend by eafy' afcent, or aggravate 
His fad exclufion from the doors of blifs t $»$. . 

I3rrc6t againft which bpea'd from beneath^ 
Juft o'er the blifsfal feat of Paradife^ 
A paflage down to th' Earth, ^ paflfage wid% 
Wider by far than that of after-times 
Over mount's ion, and, though that were large^ $j;» 
Over the Promised Land to God fo dear, i 

By which, to vifit oft thofc happy trib^* . . •: • 1. 

On 
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On high behdb hti Aligtth to ftti<l fro 
Pafs^d fre<yimt9 smL hh tyt with choiee tegsrd 
Ami Paneas the ioott of J<Miitei'^ fldcuA 535 

To Brcii'QflM> iii4btte>(h« U^ly Land 
Borders on £g^t ml th^ Ativan Aiore f 
So wide the openiti^i^M, wheve 4^«und6 ^v^re kt 
To darkMlt^ iadk as Itt«n4 Hhe ocmk wave. 
S«ii«i from liatiet» n«>w ^«i the }ow«r ftair 54<^ 

That fcaPd by jli^ of ^td to Heaven gate, 
Ixx>ks down vMk ^on^r «t the frtdd^^n view 
Of all this ftoidd aft onue* As when a (b^nt 
Through 4offc.ttii|i ddbt ««ys ^di jMrtl gone 
AH flight, at laft by bMdc of thMlM dawn 54.5 

Obtains the bro<vr of £Mbt high-ciffsbing hill, 
Which to his eye cUibtfffeM yttaw»re 
The goodly fnfy%^ 4/i Cotot ibneign fottd 
Firft feen, «r 'kmt vm^fWfi'd melMpolis 
Wfinh gliftYflig IfiNs and pmnaietM adornM 550^ 

Which now ite ttftng Ibn g^«b vrkhhIa b e iMm t i t .' 
Such wottdsr 6it^, th^Mfh ^er Msilf eli iben^ 
The SpiVit makig*^ but nmtfh ttiore Mivy Ai$:dy 
At fight of all this wplid beheld ib ^felr, 
Rpttlid he runrey» (and well MigiM^ <«HMr&ihe ll»Qid 
So high ab6ve the ckdin^ omopy 
Of night's extended ihade) ^ooi eHft0m|>«iift 
Of Libn^ tD tl|e fieeey ftor thgt bean 
Andromeda far off Atfancic ftas 
Be^nd th' Jnrizoii i.ttfeen &o«i pch to pole tf^.< 

He views iq. breadth) and wiAanir toiiger ^lAirs 
Pown right imo^^ ^Mrid's Jrft fqgfatatkMw^ .. - • ^ 

Hi» 
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His flight precipitant, and winds with eafe 

Through the pure marble air hi« oblique way 

Amongft innumerable fbrs, that ihoUe 56^ 

Stars diftant, but nigh hand feemM othtf worlds ; : 

Or other worlds they feem'd, or happy iles> 

Like thoTe Hdrperian gardens fam*d of old« 

Fortunate fields, and groves, and flowery vales^ 

Thrice happy iles, but who dwelt happy thei^ 57* 

He ftayM not to inquire : above them ail 

The golden fun in fpiendpr likcft HeaveA 

AIIurM his eye : thither his courfe he bendt 

Through the calm firmament^ (but up or down, . 

Bj center, or eccentric, han! to tell, 575 

Or longitude,) where the great luminary 

Aloof the vulgar conftellations thick. 

That from his lordly eye keep diftance due^ 

Difpenfes light from far i they at they move 

Their flarry dance in numbers that compute $80 

Days months and years, tow*ards his all-chearing lamp 

Turn fwift their various motions, or are turned 

By his magnetic beam, that gently warms 

The univerfe, and to each inward part 

With gentle penetration, though unfeen, 5S5 

Shoots invifible virtue ev*n to the deep i 

So wondrouily was fet his Nation bright. 

There lands the Fiend, a fpot like which periiapli 

Aftronomer in the fun^s lucent orb 

llbough his glaz'd optic tube yet .never law* J90 

The place he found beyond cxprei&on br^ht. 

Compared with ovgitt ott earthy metal orftone } 

Not 
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Not all parU like, but all alike iaformM 
•IVith radiant light, as glowing ir'on wiA fire 5 
If metal, part feem^d gold, part &lver dear j^ • 595 
If ftone, carbuncle moft or chryfoli'te, 
Kuby or topaz, to the twelve that fhone 
|n Aaron's breaft-plate, and a ftone beiidea 
Imaging rather oft than elfewhere feen, 
cTkat ftone, or Hke to that, wbith herfrbclow; 60a, 
Philofophers in vain fo long have fought, 
In vain, though by their powerful art they bind 
Voladl Hermes, and call up unbound 
In various flutpes old Proteus from the fe», 
pnun'd through a limbec to his native form.. 605 

What wonder then if fields and regions here- 
fireathe forth Elixir pure, and rivers tun 
Potable gold, when with one virtuous touch^ 
Th* arch-chemic fun, fo far from us remote,. 
Vvoduces, with ten-eftrial humor mixM, 6to 

Here in the diurk fb> many precious things. 
Of color glorious, and effca fo rare ?• 
Here matter new to gaze the Devil met 
Undazled; far and wide hiii eye commands ;^ 
For'fight BO obf^acle found here, nor fhade, 6j$ 

But all fun-ftiine, as when his beams at noon 
Culminate from th' equator^ as they now 
Shot upward fHll direft, whence no way round 
Shadow ftom body opaque can fMl; and th^ air 
No where fo cfcar, iharpen'd his vifual ray dzo 

'to objefts diftant fer, whereby he foon 
Saw within ken a glorious Angel (bnd^ 

Th* 
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His back wa$ tura'd, but not his bngb£ne£i bid^ 

Of beaming fuAny rays a goldeA ttJvr 615 

Circled his head, nor lefs his lacfct fasefaijid 

liluftrious on hi# ihouiders fifidg^ with wingt 

Lay wavingr rduad $ on £omt great cl^ge emflaj^d 

He feem'd, or 6«-d i» cogitation deep. 

Gi»d was 1^ Spi^rit impure^ as n^w in hope ^30 

To find who might dire^ his wand'nAg flighe 

To Parfidiie tbiQ happy feat of M«i> 

His journey's end^a»d our beginning woew 

But firft he calls to change his piopeff fli^e» 

Which elfe night wovk bim dange? or delay a 6f$ 

And now » ftripling Chenib he af^ear$» 

Not of the pnme> yet fuch as in his lace 

Youth fmil^i celeftial^ and to every limb 

Suitable grace difiiis*d, fo well he feiga*d t 

V«i4er a coronet bis flowing hair 6^ 

In curls on either dicek play'd ^ wings he vfotc 

Of many a colored plume fprinkled with gold^ 

His habit fit for fpeed fuccin£);» and heU 

Before his decent fteps a fUver wand. 

He drew not aigh unhcajcdi the Angel brigb^> 64J; 

Ere he drew nigh, his. radsanX vifage tnm'd^ 

Admoniih'd by his eaVt a^<i Axidt was known 

Th' Arch- Angel Ui'iel> one of the ieven 

Who in God's prefeneey neareft to his throne, 

Sjtand ready at cooynands and are his eyes 659 

That nm thi-ough all the Heav'ns, or down to th' Earth 

Bear his fwift en^mdi over moi(l and dry> 

O^er 
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O'er Tea and land :. bim Satan tku% ac«<Wi9. 

Uriel, for thou of thoie feven SpiVkt tfaait ft^lnd ' 

In /igbt of God's, higk throne* gkariouijy bright, ^655 

The firft art wont hia great authe^tU will 

Interpreter through higheft Heav'n to brings 

Where all his Tons thy^mbafl*y attend j 

And here art likelieft by fiipreme decree 

Xike honor to obtain, and as his eye |^ 

To viiit oft this new creation round j 

^Unfpeakable deiire to fee, and know 

vAlI thefe his^wocdrous works^ bnt chie£yM«i, 
His chitf deiight and favor> him hr wh<iiBD 

All thefe his works fo wondrous he ordainM, 6(5 

Hath brought que from the quires of Cherubim 

Alone thus wajad'ri&g. Brighteft Seraph, tell 

In whiclwof all thefe fining orbs hath Man 

•His fixed feat, or 'fix«d ie^t hath none, 

'But all thefe ihifiing «rbs hit choice to dwell} 676 

That I may find kinai, and with fecret gaze 

■Or open admirati^t him behold. 

On whom thetgreat Creator ha«h beftoiwM 

Worlds, and <m wkom hath all the& grac«t pavrM | 

That both in him and all things,, as. is npoet, $f^ 

The univerfal Maktr we may p«aiib$ 

Who jnftly hath drLv^a out his rebel fbca 

To deepeft HeU» and to rcpaii^ that tofh 

Created this new happy rac< of Men 

T^ferve him better: wife are al^ his ways-, #80 

So fpake the falfe difibnbler unperceiv'd i 
For neither Maa nor Asgci c9XL diiiceni 

Hypocrify^ 
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Hypocrify, the otoly* evil that walks 

Invilible, except to. God alone, 

Sy his permiffive will, through Heaven and Earth : 6S5 

And ofty though wiiilom wake, fufprdon fleeps 

At wirdom*s gate> and to fimplidty 

Refigns her charge, while goodnefs thinks no ill 

Where no ill fecms : Which now for once beguiPd 

ifeiel, though regent of the fun, and held 690 

The iharpeft.fightad Spi^iit of all in Heaven i 

Who to the fraudulent impoftor foul 

In his ttpcightnefs anfwer thus retum^di 

Fair Angel, thy deiire, which- tends t» know 
The work« of God, thereby to glorify 695 

The great Work-mafter, leads to no excefs^ 
That reaches blame, but rather merits praifb 
The more it feems exoefs, that led thee hither 
From thy empyreal mansion thus aloncj 
Tokwitnef&witfa thine eyes whatfome perhaps 700 
Contented witlv report hear only-' in Heaiwn & 
For wonderful indeed are- all his^ works, 
Pleafant to know^ andworthi«ft to be aH' 
Had in r/emembrance always with delight} 
^ut what created' mind can comprehend- 70 5 

Their number, or the wifdom infinite 
That brought them foithy but hid their caufes deep ? 
I faw when at his word the formlefs mafs. 
This world*s material mold, came to a heap s 
Coofudon he^rd his voice>. and wild uproar 710* 

Stood ruPd, ftood vaft infinitude confinM; 
Till at his fecond bidding darknefs fledft. 
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Light (hone, and order from diforder fprung ; 

Swift to their feveral quarters hailed then 

The cumbrous elements, earth> flood, air, fire 5 715 

And this ethereal quinteflence of Heaven 

Flew upward, fpirited with various forms. 

That roird orbicular, and turned to ftars 

Numberlefs, as thou feeft, and how they move i 

Each had his place appointed, each his courfej 720 

The reft in circuit walls this univerfe. 

Look downward on that globe, whofe hither fide 

With light from hence, though but refledled, fhines $ 

That place is Earth the feat of Man, that light 

His day, which elfe as th' other hemifphei-e 7*5 

Night would invade ; but there the neighboring moon 

(So call that oppofite fair ftar) her aid 

Timely* interpofes, and her montlily round 

Still ending, ftill renewing, through nud Heaven, 

With borrowed light her coimtenance triform 73a 

Hence fills and empties to inlighten tfa* Earth, 

And in her pale dominion checks the night. 

That fpot to which I point is Paradife, 

Adam's abode, thofe lofty (hades his bower. 

Thy way thou canft not mifs, me mine requires. 735 

Thus faid, he tum'd j and Satan bowing low^ 
As to fuperior Spi'rits is wont in Heaven, 
Where honor due and reverence none neglefls. 
Took leave, and tow'ard the coaft of earth beneath, 
Down from th' ecliptic, fped with hop'd fuccefs, 740 
Throws his fleep flight in many an aery wheel. 
Nor ftayM, till on Niphates* top he lights. 
THB END OF THB THIRD BOOK. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Satan now in profpeft of Eden, and nigh the place 
where he muft now attempt the bold cnterprife which 
he undertook alone againft God and Man, falls into 
. many doubts with himfelf, and many paflions, fear, 
t envy, and defpair ; but at length connrms himfelf in 
evil, jouraeys on to Paradife whofe outward profpe6l 
and ntuation is defcribed, overleaps the bounds, iits 
in the ihape of a cormorant on the tree of life, as 
higheft in the garden, to look about him. The 

farden defcrib'd ; Satan's firft fi^ht of Adam and Eve ; 
is wonder at their excellent form and happy ftate, 
but with refolution to .work their fall 5 -overhears 
their difcourfe, thence gathers that the tree of know- 
: ledge was forbidden them to eat of, under penalty of 
death ; and thereon intends to found his temptation 
by reducing them to tranfgrefs : then leaves them a 
while, to know further of their ftate by fome other 
means. Mean while Uriel defcending on a funbeam 
warns Gabriel, who had in charge the gate of Para- 
dife, that fome evil Spirit had efcap'd the deep, and 
pafs'd at noon by his fphere in the ihape of a good 
Angel down to Paradife, £fcovered after by his 
furious geftures in the mount. Gabriel promiies to 
£nd him ere morning. Night coming on, Adam 
and Eve difcourfe of ^oing to their reft : their bower 
dlefcribM ; their evemng worihip. Gabriel drawing 
forth his bands of night-watch to walk the round ^ 
Paradife, appoints two ftron^ Angds to Adam*-« 
bower, left the evil Spirit fhould be Biere doing fome 
harm to Adam- or Eve (leejHng; there they find him 
«t the ear of Eve, tempting her in a dream, and bring 
him, though' unwilling, to Gabriel; by whom que(^ 
tion*d, he fcornfully anfwers, prepares reiiftance, but 
hinder^ by a fign irom HeayeD> flies out ^of Para- 
dife. 
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OFor that warning voice, which he who faw 
Th' Apocalyps heard cry in Heav'n aloud, r 
Then when the Dragon, put to fecond rout, . 
Came furious down to be reveng'd on men, ^ 
ffoe to tb* inhabitants on tartb I that now, 5 

While time was, our firft parents had been wam*d 
The coming of iTieir fecret foe, and fcap'd, - 
Haply £0 fcap'd his mortal fnare: for now^ 
Satan, now firft inflamed with rage, came down. 
The tempter .ere th''*accufef of man-kind, xe - 

To wreck on innocent frail man his lofs 
OF that firft battel," .and his flight to Hell : 
Yet not rejoicing in his fpeed, though bold 
Far off and fearlefs, nor with caufe to boaft, , 
Begins his dire attempt, which nigh the birth 15 < 

Kow rolling boils in his tumultuous breajl. 
And like a devilifh engin'back recoils 
Upon himfelf ; horror and doubt diftra6l'^ 
His troubled thoughts, and from the bottom ftif 
The Hell within him ; for Within him Hell 20 

He brings, and round ibout him, nor from Hell 
One ftep no more than fi^bm himfelf can fly 

Ha T-^ 
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By change of place : now confcience wakes defpair 
That flumberMy wakes the bitter memory 
Of what be was, what is; and what auft^be ' 15 
Worfe ; of worfe deeds worfe fufferings muft enfue. 
Sometimes tow'ards Eden, which now in his view 
Lay pleafanty his grievM look he fixes fad; 
Sometimes tow^ards Heaven and the full>blazing fun. 
Which now fat high in his meridian tower :. , jo 
Then much revolving, thus in fighs began. 

O tfiou that with furpaillng glory crownM, 
Look^ft from thy fole dominion like the God 
Of this new world 5 at whofe fight all the ftars 
Hidfi their diminifh'd heads 5 to thee I call, 35 

But with no friendly voice, and add thy name 

Sun, to tell thee how I hate thy beams. 
That bring to my remembrance from what ftate 

1 fell, how glorious once above thy fphere ; 

Till pride and worfe ambition threw me down 40 

Warring in Heav'n againft Heav'n's matchlefs king; 

Ah wherefore ! he defcrvM no fuph return 

From me, whom he created what I was 

In that bright eminence, and with his good 

Upbraided none ; nor was his fervice hard. 4.5 

What could be lefs than to aiford him praife. 

The eafieft recompenfe, and pay him thanks^ 

Mow due ! yet all his good proved ill in me. 

And wrought but m4li.ce; lifted up fo high 

I fdeind fubje&io;i| and thought one ftep hig^her 59 

Would fet me hig'heft, and in a moment (}uit 

The debt immenfe of endlefs gratitude. 

So 
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So burdef^me ftill pajkg* ^U to owe> 

Forgetful what from ^im I ftill reeeiv'd> 

And underftoc4 not that « grateful mind 55 

By owing\4»wM riot, but iUll pay^^ at oac« 

Indebted and difcharg'd ; 'what burden then ? 

O had his powerful deftiny oidain*d 

Me fome infierior Angel, I had ftood 

Then happy ; jm> unbounded hope had rai»*d 60 

Ambition. Yet why not? hme other Power 

As great might have a^r^d, and me though mean 

Drawn to his part $ but 4>tiber Powers as great' 

Fell not, but (ksukd unftafcen, from within 

Or fram wkhotit, to all temptations armM. 65 

Hadft thou the fame free will and pow'r to ftand t 

Thou hadft : ■ whom haft thou then or what t* aceufe. 

But Heav'n^s fj?6e tore dealt equally to all ^ 

Be then his love accursed, ilnce love 01* hate. 

To me alike, it deals eternal woe. 70 

Nay curs'd be thou 5 -fince againft his thy will 

Chofe freely what it now fo juftly rues. 

Me miferable ! which way (hall I fly 

Infinite v^rath, and infinite dei^air ? 

Which way I fly is Hell 5 myfelf am Hellj 75 

And in the lowefl deep a lower deep 

Still threatning to derour me opens wide, 

To whicl^ die Hell I fuSer ieons a Heaven* 

O then at laft relent : is there no place 

L^t fc repentance, non<e for pardon left ? 80 

None left but by fubmiflion i and that word 

Difdatn forbids me^ and my dread of fhame 

H 4 Among 
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Among the Spi*rits beneath, ^vhmn I feduc*^ 

With other promiles and other vaunts 

Than to fubmit, boafting I could fubdue S5 

Th' Omnipotent. Ay me, they little know 

How dearly I abide that boaft fo vain. 

Under what torments inwardly I groan. 

While they adore me on the throne of Hell. 

With diadem and fcepter high advanced, 99 

The lower ftill I fall, only fuprerae 

In mifeiy f fuch joy ambition finds. 

But fay I could repent, and could obtain 

By 3B. of grace my former ilate ; how foon 

Woidd highth recall high thoughts, how foon unfay 

What feignM fubmiffion fwore ? eafe would recant 

Vows made in pain, as violent and void. 

For never can ti*ue reconcilement grow. 

Where wounds of deadly hate have pierc*d fo deep : 

Which would but lead me to a worfe relapfe 100 

And heaivier fall : fo ihould I purchafe dear 

Short intermiflion bought with double fmart. 

This knows my puniiher ; therefore as far 

From granting he, as I from begging peace : 

All hope excluded thus, behold in ftead 105 

Of us out-caft, exird, his new delight, 

Mankind created, and for him this world. 

So farewel hope, and with hope farewel fear, 

Farewel remorfe : all good to me is loft ; 

£vil be thou my good$ by thee at leaft no 

Divided empire with Heav*n''s king I hold. 

By thee, and more than half perhaps will reign $ 
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As Man ere long, and this new wdrW'lhall know. 

Thus while he fpake, each paflion dimm'd his face ; 
Thrice changM wiA pale, ii*, envy, and dcfpair ; 115 
Which marr'd his borrowM vifage, and betray'd 
Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld. 
For hcav'niy minds from fuch dtfterapers foul 
Are ever clear. Whereof he foon aware. 
Bach perturbation fmooth'd with outward calm, no 
Artificer of fraud 5 and was the firft 
That praflisiM falfhood under faintly ftow. 
Deep malice to conceal, couch'd with revenge : 
Yet not enough had praftis*d to deceive 
Uriel once wamM ; whofc eye purfued him down 1115^ 
The way he went, and on th' Affyrian mount 
Saw him disfigar*d, more than could befall 
Spirit of happy fort : his geftui-es fierce 
He mark'd and mad demeanour, then alone. 
As he fuppos'd, all unobfenr'd, unfeen. I3« 

So on he fares, and to the border comes 
Of Eden, where delicious Paradife, 
Now nearer, crowns with her inclofure green. 
As with a rural mound, the champaign head 
Of a fleep wildernefs, whofe hairy fides 135 

With thicket overgrown, grottefque and wild, 
Acceis deny*d ; and over head up grew 
Infuperable highth of loftieft fhade. 
Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching palm, 
A fylvan fcene, and as the ranks afcend 240 

Shade above fliade, a woody theatre 
Of ftatelieft view, Yot higher than their tops 

Th- 



jo€ FARADISE LOST. Book IV, 

The verd'rout wall of Paradife up fprung : 
Which to oiif general fire gave proipe6l large 
Into his nether empire neighboring round. 145 

And higher than that wall a circling row 
Of goodlieft trees loaden with faireft fruit, 
Bloflbms and fruits at once of golden huc» 
AppearM) with g^y eiiamerd colors mixM : 
On which the fun more glad imprcfs'd his beams 159 
Than in fair evening cloud, or humid bow» 
When God hatk ihowVd the earth $ fo lovely feem'd 
That landikip : And of pure now purer air 
Meets his approach, and to the heart infpires 
Vernal delight and joy, able to drive 155 

All fadnefs but defpair : now gentle gales 
Fanning their odoriferous wings difpenfe 
Native perfumes, and whifper whence they ftole 
Thofe balmy fpoils> A& when to them who fail 
Beyond the Cape of H(^, and now are paft x$o 

Mozambic, oS at fea north-eaft winds blow 
Sabean odors from the fpicy ihore 
Of Araby the bleft $ with fuch delay 
Well pleas'd they flack their courfe, and many a league 
Chear'd with the grateful fmell old Ocean fmiles : 165 
So entertained thofe odorous fweets the Fiend 
Who came their bane, though with them better pleased 
Than Afmodeus with the fifliy fume 
That drove him, though enamour'dy from the fpoufe 
Of Tobit's fon, and with a vengeance fent 170 

From Media poft to Egypt, there faft bound. 
Now to. th' afcent of that fteep fovage hill 

Satan 
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Satan ha4 joumeyM on, penfive and flow ; 

But further way found none, fo thick intwinM, 

As one continued brake, the undergrowth 175 

Of flirubs and tangling buflies had perplexM 

All path of man or beaft that paisM that wayi. 

One grate there only was, and that lookM eaft 

On th* other fide : which when th^ areh-felon faw, 

JXie entrance he dtfdain*d, and in contempt, lAo 

At one flight bound high over leap'd all hound 

Of hill or higfattft wall, and flicer within 

Lights on his feet. As when a prowling woif. 

Whom hunger drives to feek new haunt for prey, - 

Vfatchtng where fhepherds pen their flocks at eve 1^5 

In hurdled cotee amid the field fecure, 

Leaps o*er the fence with eaie into the fold : 

Or as a thief bent to unhord the cafli 

Of fome rich burgher, whofe fubftantial doors, 

Crofs-baiT'd and bolted fafl:, fear no aflkult, 19^ 

In at the window climbs, or o*er ike tiles : 

So clomb this firft grand thief into 6od*s fold ; 

So flnce into his church lewd hirelings climb. 

Thence up he flew, and on the trae of life. 

The middle ti^ and highefl: there that grew, . 19 j 

Sat like a coimorant j yet not true life 

Thereby i^gainM, but fitt devifing death 

To them who liv'd ; nor on the virtue thought 

Of that life-giving plant, but only usM 

For profpe6l, what weli usM had been t^ pledge lOdf 

Of immortality. So little knows 

Any, but God alone, to value rig^t 
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The good before bim, but p e r v ert s beft things 

To worft.abufe, or to their meaneft ule. 

Beneath him with new wonder now he views 205 

To all delight of human fenfe exposed 

In narrow room Natare*s ^ole wealth, yea more, . 

A Heav*n on Bia^ i for blifsfol Paradife 

Of God the garden was, by him in th^eaft"* 

Of^Eden planted ; - Dden Oretch-d her line a 10 

From Ani'an^aftward to^thc royal towers 

Of great Seleucia, built by Grecian kings. 

Or where the fons of Eden long before 

Dwelt in Telaflar : in this pleafant foil 

Hi? far more pleafant garden God ordainM-s 215 . 

Out of the fertil ground he cansM to grow 

All trees of nobleft kind for fight, fmell, tafte ; , 

And all amid them ftood the tree of life,. 

High eminent, blooming ambrofial fruit; 

Of. vegetable gold^ . and next to life, . 220 

Our death the tree of knowledge grew faft by. 

Knowledge- of good bought dear by knowing ill. 

Southward through Eden went a river Urge, 

Nor changM hiscourie, but through the ihaggy hill 

Pa6^d undem^th inguird ^ for God had thrown 225 

That mountain as his garden mold high rais'd 

Upon the rapid current, which through veins 

Of porous earth with kindly thirft up drawn,. . 

Rofe a freih fountain, and with many a rill .. 

WaterM the garden ; thence united fell 250 

Down the fteep glade, and met the nether ilood^ 

Which from his darksome pafiage now af pears, . 

And 
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And now divided into fcMir main ftreams, 
Kuns diverfc, wandering- many a famous realm 
And country, whereof here needs no account $ 235 
But rather to tell •how, if Art could tell, 
How from that faphir fount the crifped brook>s> 
Rolling on oi«lent pearl and fands of gold. 
With mazy error under pendent fliades 
Ran ne^lar, viftting each plant, and fsd 9f^ 

Flow'rs, worthy' of Paradife, which not liice Art 
In -beds and curious knots, but Nature boon 
Pour'd forth profufe on hill «nd -dale and plain, 
Both where the morning fun Hrft warmly fmote 
The open field, and where the unpierc'd fliade 145 
Inbrown'd the noontide bowVs : Thus wasthis place 
A happy rural^eaf of vaiious -view ; 
Groves whofe rich trees wept odorous gums and balm. 
Others whofe fniit burnifhM with golden rind 
Hung amiable, Hefpcrian fables true, »5» 

If true, here only', and of delicious tafte : 
. Betwixt them lawns, or level downs, and flocks 
Grazing the tender herb, were interpos'd. 
Or palmy hilloc ; or the flow'ry lap 
Of fome irriguous valley fpread her ftore, t^f 

Fiow'rs of all hue, and without ikota the rofe : 
'Another fide, umbrageous grots and caves 
Of cool recefs, o'er which the mantling vine 
Lays forth her purple grape, and gently creeps 
Luxuriant.; mean while murmVing waters fall 26a 
Down the flope hills, difpers'd, or in a lake. 
That to the fringed l)ank with myrtle crown'd 

Her 
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Her ciyftal minor kolds, unite tbeir ftreams. 

The birds their qnire apply j airs, Yemal airs^ 

Bicftthing the imeU of field and grove, attune ^65 

The trembling leaves, whil^ oniverfal Pan 

Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance 

Led on th* eternal ipring. Not that fair field 

Of Enna, where Proferpin gathering flowers, 

Hcrfelf a fairer flow'r by gloomy Dis 170 

Was gatherM, which coft Ceres all that pain 

To feck her through the world 5 nor that f¥reet grove 

Of Daphne by Orontes, and th^ inipirM 

Caftalian fpring, might with this Paradiie 

OfEdenftrive; nor that Nyfeian ile 275 

Girt with the river Tnton, where old Cham, 

Whom Gentiles Ammon call and Libyan Jove, 

Hid Amalthea and her florid fon 

Young Bacchus from his ftepdame Rhea^s eye; 

yor where Abaflin kings their iflue guard, s8o 

Mount Amara, though this by fome fuppos^d 

True Paradife under the Ethiop line 

By Nilus head, inclosM with fliinlng rock, 

A whole day's journey high, but wide remote 

From this Aflyrian garden, where the Fiend 285 

$aw undelighted all delight, all kind 

Of living creatures new to fight and flrange. 

Two of far nobler ihape en6t and tall, 

Godlike ere£l, with native honor clad 

|n naked majefly feem'd lords of all, %^ 

And worthy feem'dj for in their looks divine. 

The image of their glorious Maker flione, 

Truth, 



^<2, 



Book IV. I»ARADIS£ t O S T. itt 

Truth, wifdom> fan^^ttude ievere and pure, 

(Severe but- in true filial ireedom placM) 

Whence true authority in men ; though both 295 

Not equal, as their fex not equal feemM j 

For contemplation he and valor form'd, 

For foftnefs (he and fweet attra£^ive grace. 

He for God only, (he for God in him : 

His fair large front and eye fublime declared 300 

Abfolute rule J and hyacinthin locks 

Round from his parted forelock manly hung 

Cluftring, but not beneath his ihoulders broad : 

She as a veil down to the flender wafte 

ller unadorned golden trefles wore 305 

Diflieverd, but in wanton ringlets wav'd 

As the vine curls her tendrils, which imply'd 

Subjeftion, but required with gentle fway. 

And by her yielded, by him bcft i-eceivM, 

Yielded with coy fulMniflion, modefl pride, 310 

And fweet reluf^ant amorous delay. 

Nor thofe myfterious parts were then concealM, 

Then vi^as not guilty fhame,. difhoneft ihame 

Pf nature^s works, honor dishonorable. 

Sin-bred, how have ye troubled all mankind 315 

With (hows infkead, mere ihows of feeming pure, 

And banifh'd from man*s life his happieft life. 

Simplicity and fpotlefs innocence 1 

So pafs'd they naked on, nor (hunnM the fight 

Of God or Angel, for they thought no ill : 3*0 

So hand in hand they pafs'd, the lovelieft pair 

That ever fince in love's embraces met j 
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Adam the ^odlieft man of men fmce bom 

His fonsy the faireft of her daughters £ve. 

Under a tuft of (hade that on a green 325 

Stood whifp'ring foft, by a frefh fountain fide 

They fat them down ; and after no more toil 

of their fweet gardening labor than fuffic'd 

To recommend cool Zephyr^ and mide eafe 

More eafy, wholfome third and appetite 330 

More grateful, to their fupper fruits they fell, 

Ne^larin fruits, which the compliant boughs 

Yielded them, (ide-long as they fat recline . 

On the foft downy bank damafk'd with flowers : 

The favory pulp they chew, and in the rind . 335 

Still as they t;hirfted fcoop the brimming ftream i 

Nor gentle purpofe, nor endearing fmilcs 

Wanted, nor youthful dalliance as "befeems 

Fair couple, link*d in happy nuptial league. 

Alone as they. About them frilking play'd 340 

All beads of th* earth, fmce wild, and of all chafe 

In wood or wildemefs, foreft or den ; 

Sporting the lion ramp*d, and in his paw 

Dandled the kid 5 bears, tigers, ounces, pards, 

Gambol'd before them ; th' unwieldy elephant 345^ 

To make them mirth us'd all his might, and wreath'd 

His lithe probofcis ; clofe the ferpent fly 

Infinuating, wove with Gordian twine 

His breaded train, and of his fatal guile 

Gave proof unheeded ; others on the grafs 350 

CouchM, and now fillM with paflure gazing fat. 

Or bedward ruminating j for the fun 

Declined 
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Declined vras haftlug now with prone caireer - 

To th* ocean iles^ and in th* afcending fcale 

Qf Heav'n the ftars that uftier evening roies 355 

When SMan ftili in gaze, as firft he ftood, 

Scarce thtit at length fail'd fpeech recovered fad. 

O Hell I what do mine eyes with grief behold ! ' 
Into our room of blifs thus high advancM 
Creatures of other mold, eaith-bom perhaps, 36a 

Not Spirits, yet to heav'nly Spirits bright 
Little inferior 5 whom my thoughts pui-fue 
With wonder, and could love, fo lively /hinct 
In them divine rcfemblance, and fuch grace 
The hand that form'd them on their fhape hath pour*d. 
Ah gentle pair, ye little think how nigh 
Your change approaches, when all thefe delights 
Will vanifh and deliver ye to woe. 
More woe, the more your tafte is now of joy j 
Happy, but for fo happy ill fecur'd 370 

Long to continue, and this high feat your Heavea 
111 fenced for Heav*n to keep out fuch a foe 
As now is enter'd ; yet no purpos'd foe 
To you, whom I could pity thus forlorn. 
Though I unpitied : League with you I fcek, 375 

And mutual amity fo ftrait, fo clofe. 
That I with you muft dwell, or you with me 
Henceforth ; my dwelling haply may not pleafe. 
Like this fair Paradiftr, your fenfe, yet fuch 
Accept your Maker*s work j he gave it me, 3S0 

Which I as freely give 5 Hell (hall iJnfold, 
To entertain you two, her wideft gates, 
Vol. I. I And 
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Adam the goodlieft man of men fince bom 

His fons* the faireft of her daughters Eve. 

Under a tuft of fliade that on a green 325 

Stood whifp^ring foft, by a finelh fountain fide 

They Cat them down i and after no more toil 

of their fweet gardening labor than fuffic'd 

To recommend cool Zephyr, and mide eafe 

More eafy» wholfome thirft and appetite 330 

More grateful, to their {upper fniits they fell, 

NeAarin fruits which the compliant boughs 

Yielded them, fide-loog as they fat recline . 

On the foft downy bank damaikM with flowers : 

The favory pulp they chew, and in the rind 335 

Still as they thirfted fcoop the brimming ftream i 

Nor gentle purpofe, nor endearing fmilcs 

Wanted, nor youthful dalliance as befeems 

Fair cQUple, linkM in happy nuptial league. 

Alone as they. About them frifking play'd 340 

All beafts of th* earth, fmce wild, and of all chafe 

In wood or wildemefs, foreft or den $ 

Sporting the lion ramped, and in his paw 

Dandled the kid ; bears, tigers, ounces, pardff, 

GamboPd before them ; th* unwieldy elephant 345^ 

To make them mirth us'd all his might, and wrcath'd 

His lithe probofcis ; clofe the ferpent fly 

Infinuating, wove with Gordian twine 

His breaded train, and of his fatal guile 

Gave proof unheeded; others on the grafs 350 

CouchM, and now flll*d with paihire gazing fat. 

Or bedward ruminating j for the fun 

Declined 
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Declined was haftiiig now with prone caireer - 
To th' ocean lies, and in th* afcending fcale 
Qf Heav'n the ftars that uftier evening roie: 355 

When Sfttan ftill in gaze, as firft he ftood, 
Scarce thtit at length fail'd fpecch recovered fad. 
O Hell I what do mine eyes with grief behold ! 
Into our room of blifs thus high advancM 
Cr^tures of other mold, eaith-bom perhaps, 36a 

Not Spiiits, yet to heav'nly Spirits bright 
Little inferior 5 whom my thoughts purfue 
With wonder, and could love, fo lively /hinet 
In them divine rcfemblance, and fuch grace 
The hand that formM them on their fhape hath pour'd. 
Ah gentle pair, ye little think how nigh 
Your change approaches, when all thefe delights 
Will vanifh and deliver ye to woe. 
More woe, the more your tafte is now of joy; 
Happy, but for fo happy ill fecurM 370 

Long to continue, and this high feat your Heavea 
111 fenc'd for Heaven to keep out fuch a foe 
As now is cnterM ; yet no purposed foe 
To you, whpm I could pity thus forlorn. 
Though I unpitied : League with you I feek, 375 

And mutual amity fo ftrait, fo clofe. 
That I with you muft dwell, or you with me 
Henceforth ; my dwelling haply may not pleafe^ 
Like this fair ParadiAr, your fenfe, yet fuch 
Accept your Maker^s work j he gave it me, 3^0 

Which I as freely give ; Hell (hall iJnfold, 
To entertain you two, her wideft gates, 
Vol. I. I And 
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And head, ,tvhat thou haft ftiii'is jnft fini rig&t* 
For we to him indeedl all pmfbs owe, 
An4 daily thanks ; I chieiy "who enjoy '445 

So far the happier lot, e«Joyirtg thee 
Preeminent by fo much odd», while thou 
Like confort to thyfelf caitft lic where fmd. * 
That day *I oft reniember, when fitom flfeep 
I £rft awaked, and found myftlf reposM 41^ 

Under a fhade on flowVs, muck w^ondMngiK^iert 
And what I was, whence thither brooght aoid iMWw 
Not diHant far fronft thence a nuirak'ring (band 
Of waters iffmi from a cave> and Qwead 
Iqto a liquiii plain, iheai flood unmoved ^455- 

Puvc M fJk'' «cpaiifi» of Heav*ii ^ I thither went 
With uneixperioiic^d thought, and laid me dowa 
On the green bank, ta look into iJie clear 
Smooth lake, that to me ieemM another iky* 
As I bent down to look, jtift oppo&te 4^ 

A ihape within the watry gleam appear*d. 
Bending to lo<^ oh me : I ftarted back. 
It ftarted back $ bu^ plea»M I fbon returned ; 
PleasM it returned a» foon witli aniW^ring looks 
Ofi'f}Bnpathy and love : there i had fixM 465 

Mine eyes till now, and pinM witj^ vain defire. 
Had not a voice thus wamM me, Whftt thou feeft, 
Whsttiiere thou feeft, feir Creature, isthyfeifj 
With thee it came and goes : btit follow me, 
A^I vi^'brmg thee where no ihadow ftays 470 

Thy comiiig, and thy foft embraces, he 
Whofe image thou art f him diou flialt enjoy 
L..A Infcpacably 
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Inieparably thine^ to him ihftit iNMlr 
Multit«d»fti4c« tJiyftU; and^^iice U ceAVA. 
Motboriof iiimaii race. Wbatcduld !<!{>».. . 475 
But follow fhait> iavifibly ^um M} > 
Till I efpyM thee, faitiodficd dad taiU» . : . h ,> 
Under a pktaAf yot nuithotightlklt £atr^ «v * 

Lefs winning ibfty lef» amioMy nsiidy i /« 

Tban that fmootk wattry^Mka^^rrback I tuxnld |. 4^* 
Thou follo¥iuig cry'dft'alofxil^"RrtriitrA faiiJ£v^9 .11 
>Vhom fly'ft thou ? wliom &»» lt)fft,.ofliitti- thou aft/ 
His:Mhr 1m bone ^ to gitnthse' beting I Isni:. I* n::\ 
Out of 4By fide todiee» near^my heart - '» 

Stikftantial life, to have^iecf by my fide j^^ 

HencefMth an.individuallbl^e dear ^ 
Part of my foul i feek ih^,. imd thee chime 
My other half ^ with that, thy gentle hand 
Seis'd mine ; J yielded^ .and fvoat that time fee 
K«Rr beaifty is excelled by unailf grace 49^ 

And wifdom> which alone ik tnily faii\ 

SofpakeBHrgenaalttodKt^ andwkfaeyet 
Of conjugal atttaAioo uanpiw'd* 
And meek furratder^ hMf OBhracing lean'd 
Qnoni^Mi fftther i h^lS h^'CwtUing breaii 49S 

Naked met his under the dowij!^ gold 
Of her looft treiTcs hid 3 he in delight 
Both of jhei: beaf«ty and fubdHlfi^ charnM 
Smird with fopehor love» as Jupiter 
Oj) Juno fmilea, when he ixnpregns the clouds 500 
That (hcd May flow'rs j and piefsM her matron lip 

With kiffc8.]^u« ; afide the Devil turned 

...,V IZ For' 
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And heady ,what thou baff ftid is jnft ;in4 rig^ 

For we to him indeed a>t praifbs owe, 

An4 daily thanks ; I chie#y who enjoy .445 

So far the happier lot> enjoyiBg thee 

Praeeminent by fo much odds, while thoti 

Like confort to thyfelf canft na where fmd» 

That day ^I oft remember, when from deep 

I £rft awakM, and found myfelf repesM 41^ 

Under a fhade on flow*rs, much wondVuig^whert 

And what I was, whence thitber brooght tmd bow*. 

Not diftant far from thence a nuirak'riDg Sound 

Of waters ifiir^^om a cave> and fpvead 

Ii|to a liquiti plain, then fimod unaiovVi -455- 

Piare M til' expaui^ of HeaVn ; I thither went 

With unewperiencM thought^ and laid me dowa 

On the green bank, to look into iJie clear 

Smooth lake, that to me ieemM another flcy* 

As I bent down to look, jv£t oppofite 4^ 

A ihape within the watry gleam appear*id. 

Bending to look on me r I ftarted back. 

It ftarted back 5 bu^ pleasM I foon retum'd j 

PleasM it retmiM a» foon wil^ aaf^n^ng looks 

Off}Bnpathy and love : there i had fixM 465 

Mine eyes till now, and pin*d witj^ vain defire. 

Had not a voice thus wamM me, What thou feeft, 

Whattiiere thou feeft, i^ Creature, is thyfelf j 

With thee it came and goes : but follow me, 

AMI WHlSring thee where no ihadow ftays 470 

Thy coming, and thy foft embraces, he 

Whofeimage thou art f him diou flialt enjoy 

Infcparably 
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Infeparably thine^ to him Htftit iNMlr 
MultitttdetiHs:* thyftlf* .aad>thisiice b^ caliU. 
Motlmriof kumaii race* WlKUtcduldldo^.. , 475 
But follow ihrait> iixvifibly^m 1«4 ? 
Till I efpyM thee^ fair iodficd ciad taU> . : n r 
Under a pl|Sta»; yot tniBthottghtikit £atrv < 
Lefs winniiigibit, lefsutuoMyimidy' i W 

Tbui that fmootk wattr^^Mka^^r.back I tumbd |. 4^. 
Thou follo¥iingcry^dft'aloiidi'rRftriii»faii{£v^9 . i ; - 
Whom ily'ft thou ) yAkStm 4hM lt)fft» of lutti' thofu a»^ 
Hi8;fl«dir 1^ bone f to |rif«i theebeHng i tent ir rr: : 
Out of 411^ fide to dietytkear^ny heart . >.'^ 

SuMantial life, to have^iec^ by my fide ; 42^ 

Henceforth an. individual folace dear ^ 
Part of my foul i feek ^«e^ imd thee chime 
My other half ^ with that. thy gentle hand 
Sei s'd ' mine ; J yielded) .and fi^om that time fee 
H«ipr beatity is excelled by laatily grace 496 

And wifdom, which alone i» truly fair. 

So fpake sbrgeaoal ttodKf^ andwkfaeyet 
Of conjugal atttaAkxi uavepi^vMy 
And meek furratder, half ashiacing leaa'd 
Qa,<>ttcjirft father: i hjUi* her'fwelliog bread 49s 

Naked met his under the Stcming gold 
Of her looTc treiTcs hid ; hi an diali^t 
Both of jhei: beaiily and fubm^ifi^ charma 
Smird with foperior love» as Jupiter 
Ox^ Juno fiuilea, when he ixapregns the clouds 500 
That ihedMay flow'rs j and pief&'d her matron lip 
With kiffe8.]^i« :afide the JDevilturn:d * 
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For envy, yet with j«aiotis4MMttaiigii 

£y*d them'aikan^e, and to brmMf t&us plainM, 

Sight h2iteikU ^il^tbnntehtiB^t thus theft two 505 
Imparadis*d in one anodiet^S'.armdy , 
The hapipier Eden, ihaU en^by tlveir fHi • 
Of blifs on blHs i while I toHsil am thraft. 
Where neither joy nor ]«f«&i.AHit;to'ce.defif«» 
Aqiongionr. other tonnents.fliot1^ieaft, 5x0 

Still unful£ird with |^in ^ longing pinea. 
Y«t let ihe not &r^t whiit I feiw^. gw'd . 
From thekjown mouths : all is cuDt l!beii$.4l::feem8<; 
One fatal tree there km^'^ai tiLi^9wle4ge «aird» 
Forbidden them to tafte^:. KPQwledgefojrJ^idden ? 515 
Sufpicious, reafonlefs. Why r&o'uld their X<ord 
Envy themi^at^ «an it be {^.ipjuiow? 
Can it be death ? and do they tyUy ftand 
By ignonmce ? is that their Mppy.ftate, 
The proof of their obedience and their faith ? 5ai> 

O fair foundation laid whereon to build 
Their mini Hence I wili excite their minds 
With more deiire to know^ and to rejeft 
Envious commands, invested with deiign 
To keep them low whom knowledge mig^ exalt 525 
Equal with Gods : afpiring to be fuch 
They tafte and die i what likelier can enfue ? 
But firft with narrow iearch I muft walk round 
This garden* and no comer leave unfpy'd ; 
A chance but chance may lead where I may meet 5 30 
Some wandering Spi'rit of Heav'n by fountain fide. 
Or in thick (hade retired, from him to draw 

Wkat 
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What further would be leirnM. Live while you may, 

Yet happy pair ; enjoy, till I return, 

S^ort plcafures, for long woes are to fucceed. 535 

So ^ying, his proitd ftep he fcornful turn*d. 
But with fly circumfpe^ion, and began 
Through wood,throi]gh wafte,o*er hill , o'er dale,,hit roam* 
Mean while in utmoft longitude, where Heaven 
With eardi and ocean meets, the fetting fun 549 

Slowly defcended, and^th right afpe^k 
Againft the eaftem gate of Paradife 
Leveird hi^ evening rays : it was a rock 
Of alabafter, pilM up to the clouds, 
Confpicuous far, winding with one afccnt 545 

Acceffible from earth, one entrance high 5 
The reft was craggy cliff, that overhung 
Still as it K>fe, impoflible to climb. 
Betwixt thefe rocky pillars Gabriel fat. 
Chief of th* angelic guards, awaiting night ; 550 

About him exercisM heroic games 
Xh* unarmed youth of Heaven, but nigh at hand 
Celeftial armoury, ihields, helms, and (pears. 
Hung high.with diamond flaming, and with gold. 
TUther came Uriel, gliding through the even 555 
On a fun beam, fwift as a (hooting ftar 
In autumn thwarts the night, when vapors fir^d 
Imprefs the air, and (hows the mariner 
From what point of his compafs to beware 
topetuous winds t he thus began in hafte. 560 

Gabiiel, to thee thy courfe by lot hath given 
Chai*ge and ftri^ watch, that to tl\is happy place 
* I 4 
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Her cryftal mirror holds, unite their ih-eams. 

The birds their quire apply 5 airs, vernal airs, 

Brcflthing the fmell of field and groy«, attune 265 

The trembling leaves, whij^e univerfal Pan 

Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance 

Led on th* eternal fpiing. Not that fair field 

Of Enna, where Proftrpin gathering flowers, 

Herfelf a fairer flow'r by gloomy Dis xyo 

Was gathered, which coft Ceres all that pain 

To feek her through the world 5 nor that fweet grove 

Of Daphne by Orontes, and th' infpir'd 

Caftalian fpring, might with this Paradife 

OfEdenftrivej nor that Nyfeian ile 475 

Girt with the river Triton, where old Cham, 

Whom Gentiles Ammon call and Libyan Jove, 

Hid Amalthea and her florid fon 

Young Bacchus from his ftepdame Rhea's eyej 

{lor where Abaflin kings their iflue guard, a 80 

Mount Amara, though this by fome fuppos'd 

True Paradife under the Ethiop line 

By Nilus head, inclos'd with fliining rock, 

A whole day's journey high, but wide remote 

From this Aflyrian garden, where the Fiend 285 

$aw undelighted all delight, all kind 

Of living creatiu^s new to fight and flrange. 

Two of far nobler ihape ereft and tall, 

Godlike ereft, with native honor clad 

{a naked majefty feem'd lords of all, 290 

And worthy feemMj for in their looks divine, 

The image of their glorious Maker (hone, 

Truth, 
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Truth, wifdom, fanjtitude fevere and pure, 

(Severe but in tmc filial freedom plac'd) 

Whence true authority in men 5 though both 195 

Not equal, as their fex not equal feemM $ 

For contemplation he and valor formM, 

For foftnefs (he and fweet attraftive grace. 

He for God only, (he for God in him : 

His fair laige front and eye fublime declared 300 

Abfolute rule; and hyacinthin locks 

Round from his parted forelock manly hung 

Cluftring, but not beneath his (houlders broad : 

She as a veil down to the ilender wafte 

ller unadorned golden trefTes wore 305 

Diiheverd, but in wanton ringlets wavM 

As the vine curls her tendrils, which impIyM 

Subje£^ion, but requir\d with gentle fway. 

And by her yielded, by him beft received. 

Yielded with coy fubmiilion, modeft pride^ 310 

And fweet relu6lant amorous delay. 

Nor thofe myfterious parts were then concealM, 

Then was not guilty ihamey difhoneft ihame 

.Of nature *s works, honor dishonorable, 

Sin-bred, how have ye troubled all mankind 315 

With ihows inftead, mere (hows of feeming pure. 

And bani(h*d from man^s life his happieil life» 

Simplicity and fpotlefs innocence t 

So pafs'd they naked on, nor (hunnM the (ight 

Of God or Angelj for they thought no ill : 31a 

So hand in hand they pafs'd, the lovelieft pair 

That ever fmcc in love's embraces met j 

Ad? 
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Adam the goodlieft man of men fmce bora 

His fonsy the faireft of her daughters Eve. 

Under a tuft of ihade that on a green 3x5 

Stood whifp^ring foft, by a frelh fountain fide 

They (at them down $ and after no more toil 

of their fwect gardening labor than fuffic'd 

To recommend cool Zephyr, and mide eafe 

More eafy, wholfome thirfl and appetite 330 

More grateful, to their fuppcr fruits they fell, 

Ne6larin fruits which the compliant boughs 

Yielded them, fide-long as they fat recline . 

On the foft downy bank damalk'd with flowers : 

The favory pulp they chew, and in the rind 335 

Still as they thirfted fcoop the brimming ftream ; 

Nor gentle purpofe, nor endearing fmilcs 

Wanted, nor youthful dalliance as befeems 

Fair couple, link*d in happy nuptial league. 

Alone as they. About them friflcing play'd 34.0 

All beads of th* earth, fince wild, and of all chafe 

In wood or wildernefs, foreft or den j 

Sporting the lion rampM, and in his paw 

Dandled the kid $ bears, tigers, ountes, pards, 

GambolM before them j th' unwieldy elephant 345^ 

To make them mirth us'd all his might, and wrcath'd 

His litlie probofcis ; clofe the ferpent fly 

Infinuating, wove with Gordian twine 

His breaded train, and of his fatal guile 

Gave proof unheeded $ others on the grafs 35P 

Couch'd, and now fill'd with pafture gazing fat. 

Or bedward ruminating ^ for the fun 

Declined 
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Declined was hafting now with prone caiTeer - 

To th* ocean ilea, and in th* afcending fcale 

Of Hcav'n the ftars that uftier evening rofc : 355 

When Satan ftill in gaze, as firft he ftood. 

Scarce thot at length fail'd fpeech recovered fad. 

O Hell ! what do mine eyes with grief behold ! ' 
Into our room of blifs thus high advanced 
Crtetures of other mold, eaith-bom perhaps^ 369 

Not SpiiTts, yet to heav'niy Spirits bright 
Little inferior ; whom my thoughts pui-fue 
With wonder, and could love, fo lively fhines 
In them divine refemblance, and fuch grace 
Tht hand that form'd them on their ftiape hath pour'd. 
Ah gentle pair, ye little think how nigh 
Your change approaches, when all thefe delights 
Will vaniih and deliver ye to woe. 
More woe, the more your tafte is now of joy ; 
Happy, but for fo happy ill fecur'd 37© 

Long to continue, and this high feat your Heaven 
111 fenc'd for Heav'n to keep out fuch a foe 
As now is entered ; yet no purposM foe 
To you, whom I could pity thus forlorn. 
Though I unpitied : League with you I feek, 375 
And mutual amity fo ftrait, fo clofe. 
That I with you muft dwell, or you with me 
Henceforth ; my dwelling haply may not pleafe* 
Like this fair Paradii^, your fenfe, yet fuch 
Accept your Maker's work j he gave it me, 3^0 

Which I as freely give ; Hell (hall iSnfold. 
To entertain you twp, her widcft gates. 
Vol. L I And 
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And ibnd forth all her kings ; there will be roon^ 

Not like thefe narrow limits^ to receive 

Your numerous offspring j if no better place, 385 

Thank him who puts me loath to this revenge 

On you who wrong me not for him who wrongM. 

And fliould I at your harmlefs innocence 

Melt, as I do, yet public reafon ]uii, 

Honor and empire with revenge inlargM, 390 

By conqu'ring this new world, compels me now 

To do what elfe though damn'd I (hould abhor. 

So fpake the Fiend, and with necellity. 
The tyrant's plea, excusM his dcvilifli deeds. 
Then from his lofty ftand on that high tree 395 

Down he alights among the Iportful herd 
Of thofe four-footed kinds, himfelf now one. 
Now other, as their fhape ferv'd beft his end 
Nearer to view his prey, and unefpy'd 
To mark what of their ftate he more might karn 4.00 
By word or a6lion mark'd : about them round. 
A lion now he ftalks with fiery glare j 
Then as a tiger, who by chance hath fpy'dl 
In fome purlieu two gentle fawns at play. 
Strait couches clofe, then riling changes oft 405 

His couchant watch, as one who chofe his ground. 
Whence ruftiing he might fureft feife them both 
Grip'd in each paw : when Adam firft of men 
To firft of women Eve thus moving fpeech. 
Turned him all ear to hear new utterance flow^ 41.0 

Sole partner, and fole part, of all thefe joys. 
Dealer thyfeif than all { needs mud the Power 

That 
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Declined was hsftifig now with prone caireer - 

To th* ocean lies, and in th^ afcending fcale 

Of Heaven the ftara that ufticr evening rofc t 355 

When Sfttan ftili in gaze, as firft he ftood. 

Scarce thot at length failM fpeech recovered fad. 

O Hell I what do mine eyes with grief behold ! " 
Into our room of blifs thus high advanced 
Creatures of other mold, eaith-bom perhaps, 369 

Not Spirits, yet to heav'niy Spirits bright 
Little inferior 5 whom my thoughts purfue 
With wonder, and could love, fo lively fhines 
In them divine refemblance, and fuch grace 
Tht hand that form'd them on their ftiape hath pour'd. 
Ah gentle pair, ye little think how nigh 
Your change approaches, when all thefe delights 
Will vanifti and deliver ye to woe, 
More woe, the more your tafte is now of joy j 
Happy, but for fo happy ill fecur'd 370 

Long to continue, and this high feat your Heavsa 
111 fencM for Heaven to keep out fuch a foe 
As now is enter'd 5 yet no purposed foe 
To you, whom I could pity thus forlorn. 
Though I unpitied ; League with you I feek, 375 

And mutual amity fo ftrait, fo clofe. 
That I with you muft dwell, or you with me 
Henceforth ; my dwelling haply may not pleafe» 
Like this fair Paradiit, yofur fenfe, yet fuch 
Accept your Maker^s work j he gave it me, 3(0 

Which I as freely give ; Hell ihall iSnfold, 
To entertain you two, her wideft gates, 
Vol. L I And 
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And head, .what thou baft ikici is jnft ;n4 n^biU 

For we to him indeed all praiftt owe, 

AjmI daily thanks ; I chiefty who enjoy .445 

So far the happier lot, enjoyiiig thee 

Praecminent by fo much odds, while thou 

Like confort to thyfelf canft na where fhid. 

That day ^ oft remember, when from fieep 

I €rft awakM, and found myfelf reposM 450 

Under a (hade on flowers, much wondVingwher* 

And what I was, whence thidicr brought and how* 

Not diftant far from thenor a fluum'ring found 

Of waters iflortf lirom a caye^ and fpiead 

Into a liquki platn, then fkeod \amQv*d 45 f 

Puve M tk* expaule of Heaven i I thither went 

With uneaq»eri«nc*d thought^ and hud me dowA 

On the green bank, to look into the clear 

Smooth lake, that to me &cm*d another iky* 

As I bent down to look, juft oppofite 460 

A ihape within the watry gleam appearM, 

Sending to lock on me : I ftarted back. 

It ftarted back $ but plea»M I fbon returned ; 

PleasM it retani*d a» fbon witik anfw^ing looks 

Ol^f^pathy and love : there I had iut'd 465 

Mine eyes till now, and pin*d ^th rain defire, 

Had not a voice thus wamM me. What tiiou feeft, 

Whatthere thou feeft, fair Creature, is thyfelf { 

With thee it came and goes : but follow me, 

AlftKI SfHUbring thee where no ifaadow ftays 470 

Thy coming, and thy foft embraces, he 

Whofe image thou art ^ him diou flialt enjof 

Infcparably 
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Infeparably thin«» tohimihslfc^Mlr 
MultitAdMitJcc thyMi, wRd^hftiice b« call?4,. ^^ - «: 
jM^tbcr of bomaii race* What c^id I do^ .... 475 
But follow ibrait> iavifibly/thm led ? • 
Till I efpyM thee^ fair iadesd cUub tai(l» . : ft • 1* 
Underapl3fa»$ yetmethoughtlUfii £air» ;«....:. .* 
Lefs winning ibft, leCslukdM/f imld/ ! /« 

Tfaan that fmoodi wacryIMlage^^back I tuxnM 3. 4^11 
Thou following cr/dft'aloiid4"RrinbafairiiEvd» ' ; i 
Whom fly'ft tlioii } wHotti ihlfti^ i^fft* ofiiiMi'thcraart/ 
HiS'Mhr hS» booe j tso gim thee'be'ingl lenit !: rr: -: j 
Outof 4»y fidetdthee^tiear^iayheatft - ' . . /' 
Silllft^tiftl lifey to h«ve^ie^ by my M9 4S j 

HencefMth «Ul.individQ«l foltfcce detu* ^ 
Part of my foul I feek 4u!e,. ^d thee ckme 
My other half ^ with that.thy 'gende hand 
SeisM-mine ; J yieldedi ^and fi«om that time fee 
MoiRr beai^M excelled i^tfaiily grace 4^6 

And wifdom> which alone ift truly fair. 

So fpake Bttrgencnl nadBt> midwitfaeyee 
Of conjugal atttaftiott umcpmvM, 
And meek funrcttdcr^ b«lf carimcing leaned 
Qa ^uc Ml futhcr ) half her'rwselling bread . 49 5 
Naked met his under the Aowit^ gold 
Of her loofe trelTes hid : he in tAsUght 
Both of i»r. beanity and fufeim/fi^e charma 
Smird with fnpcrior love» aa Jupiter 
Oq Juno iiniUg, when he impregns the cloiids 500 
That (hed May flowVs ; and p^ efsM her matron lip 
With kjffc«j^i« ;afidc the Devil turned . 
1^3 " ' ' For' 
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And head, ,tvhat thou haft fiidis jtift fOii riglkt^ 
For we to him indeedt a>t pmffe* owe, 
AihI daily thanks ; I chiedf who enjoy ^ .445 

So far the happier lot, enjoyittg thee 
Praeeminent by fo much odd», while thou 
Like confort to thyfelf canft nv where fwid. 
That day*I oft remember, when jfVom flteep 
I ^rk awakM, and found myielf reposM 41^ 

Under a (hade on flowVs, lUudk w>ondVing^whert 
And what I was, whence thither brooght ttitd Imw* 
Not diilant far from thence a auirm'fing fbnnd 
Of waters ifTiiedi&om a eave^ aaid fpvead 
Into a liqut«l plain, then iiooid ^mm<fv*d 45 5- 

Puve M t&'' expaufe of Heav*n ; I thitlier went 
With un€oiptrienc*d thought, and! laid me dowa 
On the green bank, to look i^nto the* clear 
Smooth lake, that to me feemM another (ky« 
As I bent down to look, |uft oppofite 4^ 

A fliapc within the watry gleam appeared. 
Sending to lo<^ on me : I ftarted bacfe, 
It ftarted back ; bujt plea»M I fbdn retomM ; 
Pleased it retimiM a^foon witli amfWing looks 
O^f^pathy and love t there i had fix'd ^Sj^ 

Mine eyes till now, and pinM with vain defire. 
Had not a voice thus wamM me, What thou feeft. 
What there thou ieeft, fair Creature, is thyfelf j 
With thee it came and goes : but follow me, 
AlftKI wilfBring thee where no /hadow ftays 470 

Thy coming, and thy foft embraces, he 
Whofe image thou art f him diou flialt enjoy 
L.-1 Infepaiably 
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Infeparably thin«» tohiinihslt^eclr 

Multit<id9friiice thyi^p (WPicUhftiifie b^ call-^d.. r l' a V 

^i^tbcr of bumajiirace* What eduid I do^. .. . . 475 

But follow flrait, invifiWy thw kd ? • 

Till I cfpy'd thcei faitajtdetd cUub taJd^ . : -ri • l* 

Under apbbMf yotmethoughtikls £aii> . *....:.' ': 

Lefs winning Ibft, Itt^ftiMi^ imld, i '«' 

Ttea that fmoodi wal»ytMiag84::batk I tuxnMi. 4^. 

Thou following cry^dftaloiidi'rRrinriKBfaitiSBvdi ' 1 : - 

Whom fly'ft thou } i^viiom «bb» i^f^fOfiuMi'thouart/ 

His;Mhr yJB bone 3 to gim the«:beSiigl lent !r rnri j 

Otit of <iiy fide.tb thee, tiear^my hean ! t . . / ^ 

9ubila3iliid life, to hW^'^ifiC^ by my fide 48 j 

HencefMth an.indiVidQal (blic« dear ^ 

Part of my foul I feek lli«e,. 4md thee ctemc 

My other half ^ with that. thy gentle hand 

Seis'd mine \ J yieldedi ^aiid iv^xa that time fee 

Il«9r beai^k excelled by -anmly grace 4^6 

And wifdom> which alone i% truly fair. 

So fpake Bttrgencnl mafthttt »nd with eyet . 
Of conjugal atfta&iott uiiicpx«v^d» 
And meek funrottder^ b«lf carimcing leaa*d 
Q9.<>ucArft fitther ). hAli* h^'fyreiling \^ttd&^ 495 

Naked met his under the Aowit^; gold 
Of her loofe trefTcfl hid ; Ite in tAsUght 
Both of ikfc be««ty and fubrnt^fi^e charma 
Smird with fupcnor.love» a^ Jupiiter 
Q^ Juoo fmilea, when he impregns the cloiids . 500 
That flied May flow'r« j and prefs'd her matron lip 
With kiirc8,j^u« v.aiidc the Devil turned , 

_,.V I's Fof' 
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Her cryftal mirror holdsi unite their ih'eams. 

The birds their quire apply $ airs, vernal airs> 

Brcflthing the fmell of field and greye, attune %6$ 

The trembling leaves, whijp univerfal Pan 

Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance 

Led on th' eternal fpring. Not that fair field 

Of Enna, where Profferpin gathering flowers, 

Herfelf a fairer fiow'r by gloomy Dis 270 

Was gatherM, which coft Ceres all that pain 

To feek her through the world 5 nor that fweet grove 

Of Daphne by Orontes, and th' infpir'd 

Caftalian fpring, might with this Paradiie 

OfEdenftrive; nor that Nyfeian ile 475 

Girt with the river Triton, where old Cham, 

Whom Gentiles Ammon call and Libyan Jove, 

Hid Amalthea and her florid fon 

Young Bacchus from his ftepdame Rhea^s eye; 

l^or where Abafiin kings their ifiiie guard, 280 

Mount Amara, though this by fome fupposM 

True Paradife under the Ethiop line 

By Nilus head, inclosed with fhining rock, 

A whole day's journey high, but wide remote 

From this Affyrian garden, where the Fiend 285 

$aw undelighted all delight, all kind 

Of living creatiu-es new to fight and flrange. 

Two of far nobler (hape ere£l and tall, 

Godlike ereft, with native honor clad 

{n naked majefty feem'd lords of all, 290 

And worthy feem'dj for in their looks divine, 

The image of their glorious Maker (hone. 

Truth, 
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Truth, wifdom, fanAitude fcvere and pure, 
(Severe but in true filial freedom placM) 
Whence true authority in men ; though both 195 
Not equal, as their fex not equal feemM ; 
For contemplation he and valor form*d. 
For foftnefs (he and fweet attraftive grace, 
Jle for God only, (he for God in him : 
His fair large front and eye fublime declared 300 

Abfolute rule j and hyacinthin locks 
Round from his parted forelock manly hung 
Cluftring, but not beneath his fhoulders broad : 
She as a veil down to the (lender wafte 
ller unadorned golden treflTes wore 305 

Diiheverd, but in wanton ringlets wav'd 
As the vine curls her tendrils, which imply*d 
Subjeflion, but required with gentle fway. 
And by her yielded, by him beft received. 
Yielded with coy fulHniilion, modeft pride^ 310 

And fweet relu£^ant amorous delay. 
Nor thofe myflerious parts were then concealM, 
Then was not guilty ihame,> diihoneft ihame 
.Of nature^s works, honor dishonorable. 
Sin-bred, how have ye troubled all mankind 315 

With (hows inflead, mere (hows of feeming pure, 
And baniih'd from man^s life his happieft life. 
Simplicity and fpotlefs innocence t 
So pafs*d they naked on, nor (hunnM the fight 
Of God or Angel, for they thought no ill : 31a 

So hand in hand they pafs'd, the lovelieft pair 
That ever (incc in love's embraces met j 

Adam 
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Adam the goodlieft man of men fmce bom 

His fens, the faireft of her daughters £ve. 

Under a tuft of ihade that on a green 325 

Stood wbifp'ring foft, by a frefh fountain fide 

They (at them down ^ and after no more toil 

of their fweet gardening labor than fuffic'd 

To recommend cool Zephyr, and mide eafe 

More eafy, wholfome thirfl and appetite 330 

More grateful, to their fupper fruits they fell, 

Ne£iarin fruits which the compliant boughs 

Yielded them, fide-long as they fat recline. 

On the foft downy bank damafkM with flowers : 

The favory pulp they chew, and in the rind 335 

Still as they thirfted fcoop the brimming ftream i 

Nor gentle purpofe, nor endearing fmilcs 

Wanted, nor youthful d^liance as befeems 

Fair couple, linkM in happy nuptial league, 

Alone as they. About them friflcing play'd 340 

All beads of th* earth, fince wild, and of all chafe 

In wood or wildemefs, foreft or den ; 

Sporting the lion ramp*d, and in his paw 

Dandled the kid j bears, tigers, ountes, pards, 

GambolM before them ; th' unwieldy elephant 345^ 

To make them mirth us'd all his might, and wreath'd 

His lithe probofcis 5 clofe the ferpent fly 

Infinuating, wove with Gordian twine 

His breaded train, and of his fatal guile 

Gave proof unheeded ; others on the grafs 350 

CouchM, and now fill'd with pafture gazing fat. 

Or bedward ruminating i for the fun 

Decline 
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DecliA^d was haftifig no^ with prone caireer • 

To th' ocean iles, and in th* afcending fcale 

Of Heav'ii the ftars that uftier evening roie: 355 

When Sfttan ftili in gaze, as iirft he ftood, 

Scarce thtit at length fail'd fpeech recovered fad. 

O Hell ! what do mine eyes with grief behold ! ' 
Into our room of blifs thus high advanced 
Crtetures of other mold, earth- bom perhaps, 369 

Not Spirits, yet to heav'niy Spirits bright 
Little inferior 5 whom my thoughts purfue 
With wonder, and could love, fo lively fhines 
In them divine refemblance, and fuch grace 
Tht hand that formed them on their ftiape hath pour'd. 
Ah gentle pair, ye little think how nigh 
Your change approaches, when all thefe delights 
Will vanifli and deliver ye to woe. 
More woe, the more your tafte is now of joy j 
Happy, but for fo happy ill fecur'd 370 

Long to continue, and this high feat your Heavsa 
111 fencM for Heav'n to keep out fuch a foe 
As now is enterM ; yet no purposM foe 
To you, whom I could pity thus forlorn. 
Though I unpitied : League with you I feek, 375 

And mutual amity fo ftrait, fo clofe. 
That I with you muft dwell, or you with me 
Henceforth ; my dwelling haply may not pleafe^ 
Like this fair Paradiftr, your fenfe, yet fuch 
Accept your Maker^s work j he gave it me, 3(9 

Which I as freely give ; Hell (hall tinfold. 
To entertain you tWQ, her vndtSt gates, 
Vol. L I And 
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And fend forth all her kings ; there will be xoobb. 

Not like thcTc narrow limits^ to receive 

Your nnmcroos offspring j if no better place» 3S5 

Hiank him who puts me loath to this revenge 

On yon who wrong me not for him who wronged. 

And ihould I at youi* harmlefs innocence 

Melt, as I do, yet public reafon ]ui\, 

Honor and. empire with revenge iniarg^d, 390 

By conquering this new world, compels me now 

To do what elfe though damnM I (hould abhor. 

So fpake the Fiend, and with neceility. 
The tyranf s plea, excusM his deviliih deeds. 
Then from his lofty ftand on that high tree 395 

Down he alights among the iportfiil herd 
Of thofe four-footed kinds, himfelf now one. 
Now other, as theii* fliape fervM beft his end 
Nearer to view his prey, and unefpy'd 
To mark what of their ftate he more might learn 4.00 
By word or a£lion markM : about them round 
A lion now he ftalks with fiery glare j 
Then as a tiger, who by chance hath fpy'd 
In fome purlieu two gentle fawns at play. 
Strait couches clofe, then rifing changes oft 405 

His couchant watch, as one who chofe his ground. 
Whence rufhing he might fureft feife them both 
Grip'd in each paw : when Adam firft of men 
To firft of women Eve thus moving fpeech, 
Turn'd him all car to hear new utterance flo\ir. 410 

Sole partner, and fole part, of all thefe joys. 
Dealer thyfelf than all ; needs muft the Power 

That 
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That made us^ ta^d for us thb ampid world, / . 

Be infimteiy goody and o£ his gdod 

A& liberal and fiaee as infinite ^ . 4,15 

That i*ais*d us from, the duil and placed us here 

In all this happinefs, who at bis hand , . . 

Have nothing meritedji noi; can perform 

Ought whereof he hath need* he who requires . 

Fiiom us no other fervice thao to keep .... 4^0 

This one, this eafy charge, of ^I the treea^ 

In Paradife that bear delicious fruit 

So various, not to tafle that only tree 

Of knowledge, planted by the tree of lift ^ 

Sei iwai* grows death to life, whatever death is» 425: 

Some dreadful thing no doubt $ for. well thou know'ft 

God hath pronouncM itdeath to tafte that tr«e,> 

The only fign of our obedien<;e left 

Among fo many figns of p^w^n and rule 

Cgi^rrM upon us,, aud.don^inion given . 436 . 

Over all other creatures that poiTefs- . 

Earth, air, and fea. Thenlet us not think h^r^i. 

One eafy prohibition, who enjoy 

Free leave fo laige to all things, elfe,. andjcl^oice^ 

UnHmited of manifold 4cligh^'( 43 5< 

But let us ever praife. him^ and .extol 

His bounty, follawing. our delightful taflc , , ,. " 

To prune thcfe growing plants^ and tendthefe. flowers. 

Which were it toiJfome, yet with- thee were fwect, 

Xo whom. thus Eve replyM. thou for whom 44^ 
And from whom I was formM Jefli of thy fl,c/h,.- ^ 
And without wh9m am to no entd^ my guid^ ; , - ,^ 

Iz ' ' And. 
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And head, , what thon baft iiick is jnft |di4 ng^^ 
For we to him indeed a>t praiibs owe, 
Aji4 daily thanks ; I chiefty who enjey -445 

So far the happier lot^ enjoying thee 
Prxeminent by fo much odds^, while thou 
Like confort to thyfelf canft na where Inid. 
That day ^ oft remember, when from deep 
I £rft awakM, and found mylelf reposM 4)0 

Under a (hade on flowers, muck woadViog^where 
And what I was, whence thi^Mr brought ud iiMrv 
Not diilant far fron» thence a murm^iing Sound 
Of waters iffvmA f^om a cave, and fpread 
Ix|to a liquii plain, then Aeoid unoBovVl 455- 

Puve m th* expaufe of Ueav*n ; I thither went 
With uncDipen«ic*d thought, and hud me dowa 
On the green bank, to look into the dear 
Smooth lake, that to me kcnk*d another (ky* 
As I bent down to look, juft oppofite 46^ 

A ihape within the watry gleam appearM, 
Bending to lo<^ on me r I ftarted back, 
It ftarted back ; but plea»M I fbon retumM ; 
PleasM it r«turn*d a» foon wi^ aniwVing looks 
OH}Rnpathy and love : there I had fixM 465 

Mine eyes till now, and pinM with rain defire. 
Had not a voice thus wamM me. What thou feeft. 
What there thou feeft, feir Creature, is thyfeif j 
With thee it came and goes : but follow me, 
AMI wiH bring thee where no fliadow ftays 470 

Thy coming, and thy foft embraces, he 
Whofe image thoii art f bim dioii ihalt enjoy 
^ *-- Infepaably 
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Infeparably thin«i to him ihalt ^mt 
Multitlidffriijcc thyiUf* and>lhlsiice b« cali^jd,. 
^d^thernf iutmaA.race* Wlasuteduld Ido^. . 475 
But follow fbrait, iaviibiy thws M ? • 
Till I efpyM thee^ fait indocd clad^ taU» . : r! i* 
Under a plaita» $ yetmBthoughtiUis &i]> . .. * 

Lefs winning ibft, lefa ajtiitfbty ndM, ' i '• 

TIkui that fmootk watirytfMagci^: batk I tuxnM ). 4^. 
Thou following cry^dft'aloudi'rRrtninrn &iri£vtt9 . i : - 
Whom fly'ft thou ? whom &tt» tifA, of hi«i thouart/ 
Hisifldhyt hi» boiie $ to givQ thee^be^ing 1 bene. !: rn ~ 
Out of my (ide to thee, near^my heart ' ^ 

Suhftaniial life, to httve^iec^ by my fide - 4.S5 

Henceforth aA. individual ibI4ce dear ^ 
Part of my foul I feek ihSe,. *nd thee clamc 
My other half ^ with «hat. thy 'gentle hand 
SeisM-mine ; .1 yiekled>\aiid fiMxn that time fee 
Motir beaifty is excelled l^4uaily grace 496 

And wifdorn^ which alone it tntly fair. 

So fpake sbrgesend moDbef, andwkfaeyee 
Of conjugal atttaftioa umxpiw'd. 
And meek funrettderr half eaibiacii^ leaned 
Qii;Ouc&rft filths ) half heir^fv^Uing breaii 49s 
Naked met his under the flowii^ gold 
Of her looft tlvffee hid ; h^ in tieU^t 
Both of jhfi: beawry and fubmtifi^ charma 
Smird with fnperior love» a» Jupiter 
Oj9 Juno fmilea, when he impregns the clouds 500 
That (hed May flowers j and pi efsM her macron lip 
With kiffc8.j^Ti« ;_aiide the Devil tunx;d • . 
I Z '" FoV 



THE ARGUMENT. 

Morning approacbM, Eye relates to Adam her trou- 
blefome ckeam ; he likes it not, yet comforts her : 
They come forth to their day labors : Their mom- 
ing hymn at the door^f thek bower. God to render 
man mex cufable fends Raphael to admonifh him of 
his obedience, of his free eftate, of his enemy near 
at hand, who he is, and why his enemy, and what- 
ever elfe may avail Adam to know.. Rajiteiel comes 
down to Paradife, his appearance defcribM, his com- 
ing difce rnM by Adam afur off fitting at die door of 
his bower; he goes out to meet him, brings him to 
his lodge, entertains him with the choiceft fruits of 
Paradife got together by Eve j their difcourfe at ta- 
ble : Ra phael performs his meffage, minds Adam of 
his ftate and of his enemy ; relates at Adam*s requeft 
who that enemj is, and how he came to be fo, begin- 
filiig ft ofn his> firft I'evok ia Heave^ and the o«ca- 
*fibn the reof ; ttow h6 drew his i^gfbfls after him to 
the par ts of the north, and there incited them to re- 
bel wi th him, perfuading all biit only Abdiel a Se- 
raph , who in argument diifuades and oppofes him* 
then f orfakes him. 
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BOOK V, : 

No W rfidrii ller r<^y ll«lpB in th' ^attfeht elStotf 
Advaacinfe, fow'd the e^rt hf Mth dritftt peSirl, 
"When Adam ij««ak^<f, fb cuftotti^df, for iis ftc6p 
Was aery light frdA* pure digeftnm breS, 
Aad temp'rate vapArs bland, wiikh tii' o/ily Ibtind 5 
Of leaves 4iidf'fii<x^Ag rftls, Atifoni*s fata, 
Lightly dirp^*ds a«^ tlie Ihrill nrtitiA'fbflg 
Of bW8 d*^^tfei7 lytfttgii 5 fo ittnch tiie moii^ 
His wondiBr #ils t;^ Hud ttn^aken'd £te ' ' 
With trefi^ ^RkdHipo^^d-, and glowing dttetHe^ tf 

Astbi<6ti^>fiiHquieereft; he<ml)t$f{dte 
Leaning half rars^d, i^iSti loolds of cof ^1 h)^ 
Hung over Iwr etoamourM, aftd bfchtld 
Beautys ti4ikH, -^Kether waking or iKleep, 
Shtot foith peculiar graces ; tlken vri^ ravct 15 

Mild, as when Zepbyinis en Flora breathes. 
Her hand foft touchiiig, whiiper^d t^^. Awake 
My faireft, mf er{k]^M, my lateft fotrfod, 
Heav'n's laft beft giift, iXky evUr new delight, 
Ali^al#e.; tj^ ihoming ftitnes, and the freih ^Id ^6 
Calls us ; we lofc the prime, to mark how fpring^ 
Our tended pl«it«> how blo^s the citroft giv Tc, 
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What drops the'myrrhy and what the balmy reed. 

How nature paints her colors, how the bee 

Sits on the blQom.extradUng liquid fweet. 25 

Such whifpS-ing wak'd her, but with (hulled eye 
On Adam, whom embracing, thus (he fpake. 

O fole in whom my thoughts find all repofe. 
My glory, my perfection, glad I fee 
Thy face, and morn returned ; for I this night 39 
(Such night till this I never pafs^d) have dreamed. 
If dreamM, not as I oft am wont» of thee. 
Works of day pait, or morrow^s next defign. 
But of offenfe and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irkfome night s methought 35 
Clofe at mine .car one call'd me forth to walk 
With gentle voices I thought it thine ; it faid, 
Why (leep*& thou. Eve ? now is the pleafant time. 
The cool, the fdent, fave where filence yields 
"if 9 the nijg^t-warbling bird, that now awake 40 

Tunes fweete(l his Love-laborM fong ; now reigns 
Full orVd the moon, and with more pleafmg light 
Shadowy fets off the face of things j in vain. 
If none regard 5 Heaven wakes with all his eyes. 
Whom to behold but thee. Nature's defire ? 45 

In whofe fight all things joy, with ravidunent 
Attrafted by thy beauty ftill to gaze. 
I rofe as at thy call, but found thee not ) 
To find thee I diredled then my walk } 
And on, methought, alone I pafs'd through ways 50 
That brought me on a fudden to the tree 
Of ittterdidted knowledge ; fair it'feem'dy 

Much 
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Much fairer to my fancy than by day : 

And ats I wondering lookM, befide it ftobd 

One ihapM and wing*d like one of thofe from Heaven 

By us oft £een $ his dewy locks diftill'd 

AmbroHa ; on that tree he alfo gaz'd $ 

And O hit plant, faid he, with fruit furcharg'd. 

Deigns none to eafe thy load and tafte thy fweet. 

Nor God, nor Man ? is knowledge fo defpis*d ? 6« 

Or envy* or what referve forbids to tafte ? 

Forbid who will, none ihall from me withhold 

Longer thy ofFer'd good, why elfe fet here ? 

This faid, he pausM not, but with vcntrous arm 

He pluck'd, he tafted ; me damp horror chilPd 6$ 

At fuch bold words vouchM with a deed fo bold: 

But he thus overjoy'd, O fruit divine. 

Sweet of thyfelf, but much more fweet thus cropt. 

Forbidden here, it feeras, as only fit 

For Gods, yet able to make Gods of Men : yo 

And why not Gods of Men, fince good, the more 

Communicated, more abundant grows. 

The author not impair'd, but honorM moi-e ? 

Here, happy creature, fair angelic Eve, 

Partake thou alfo ; happy though thou art, 75 

Happier thou may^ft be, worthier canft not be : 

Tafte this, and be henceforth among the Gods 

Thyfelf a Goddefs, not to earth confined, 

But fometimes in the air, as we, fometimes 

Afcend to Heaven, by merit thine, and fee S^ 

What life the Gods live there, and fuch live thou. 

So faying, he drew nigh, and to me held^ 
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£v*n to my moiuh df ihal fame ^It hsld part 

Which he h|d plxick*d ; the pkafai^t fkvory fmeit 

Sq ^Yiicicen-d ip^tite, that I, methought, 85 

Could not but tafte. Forthwith iq> to the clouds 

With him I fieW| aad underneath behdd 

The ^arth oUtft^tch'd immeqfe, a proved wide 

And various : wondnng at my flight and change 

T9 this high eyaltation i fitddenly ^ 

My guide was gooe^ aasd I* methought, funk down. 

And fell aAiicp ; but O how glad I wakM 

To find this hut a dream ! Thus Eve her night 

Relatadj and th^9 Adam anfyrer'd fad. 

Peft i^gge of Kiyi^lf and dearer half, 95 

The trouble of thy thpiights this flight in deep 
AfFe6ls me equally $ aor caii I lijie 
This uncouth 4reaini of evil fpi^ng I fear ; 
yet evil whence ? in thee can harbour none, 
^rpated purp* But l^noipr t^at in ^he fi^iil xqo 

Are niany M^r faculties, ijfi^t fery^ 
Reafon as chief; amopg theie fancy next 
Her office ^JUU , of all external thiD£S| 
Which the five watchful iepfi^ reprefent^ 
$^e forms imaginations, aery ih9^s» 105 

Which reaijbi) j.oiniDg or di$jpining, (v^p^ts 
All what we' a.l£nn or what deny, and call 
Our knowledge or opinign j tjie.n retiies 
Into her private cell when nature refts. 
Oft in her abfence mimic fancy wa)ces J19 

To imitate her j but misjoining fhapes. 
Wild works prQdyces oft> and jnoft in breams, 

lU 
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111 matching worda and itedt long paft or late. 

Some fuch refemblances metbinks I find 

pf our laft evening's talkj in this thy drtaro, 115 

But with addition ftrangc; yet be notikd. 

Evil into the Mind of God or Mail 

May come and go, fo unapproved, and leave 

No ipot or blame behind : Which gives me hope 

That what in deep thou didft abhor to dream, no 

Waking thou n^ver wilt confent to do. 

Be not diflieartenM then, nor cloud thofe looks. 

That wrent to be more chearful and ferene. 

Than when fair morning Arft (miles on the world ; 

And Ut us to oiir frefti employments rife 1 1 ^ 

Among the groves, the fountains, and the flowera 

That open now their choiceft bofomM fraells, 

Referv'd from night, and kept for thee in ftore. 

So chear'd he his fair fpoufe, and Ihe was chear'd. 
But filently a gentle tear let fall 1 3^ 

From either eye, and wip'd them with her hair 5 
Two other precious drops that ready ftood, 
Each in theie cryilal fluce, he ere they fell 
KifsM, as the gracious figns of Avect remorfe 
And pious' awe, that fear*d to have offended. 13^ 

So all was olear'd, and to the field they hafte. 
But firil, from u<ider /hady ari»o*]:^us roof 
Soom as they lorth weve come to open £ght 
Of day-fpring, and the Oun, who icajce up rifen. 
With wheels yet hovering o'er theoc^an briio, 1^4 
Shot ittrtlH to the eairth bis dewy ray, 
DifcoTcdng in wideian4&if> «U the cai 

Of 
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Of Par^fe and £den*8 haippy plains. 

Lowly they bow'd adorihg, and began 

•Their orifons, each marning duly paid 145 

In various ftik j for neither various ftile 

Nor holy rapture wanted they to prailb 

Their Maker, in fit ftrains pronounced or fun^ 

Unmeditated, fuch prompt eloquence 

Flow'd from their lips, in profe or numerous verie, x5« 

More tuneable than needed lute or harp 

To add more fweetnefs $ and they thus began. 

Thefe are thy glorious works. Parent of good, 
;AJmighty, thine this univerfal frame, 
Thus wondrous fairj thyfelf how wondrous thenl 155 
Unfpeakable, who fitft above thefe heavens 
To us invifible, or dimly feen 
In thefe thy loweft works j yet thefe declare 
Thy goodnefs beyond thought, and pow'r divine, 
(^peak ye who beft can tell, ye fons of light, x$o 

Angels ', for ye behold him, and with fongs 
And choral fymphonies, day without night. 
Circle his throne rejoicing ; ye in Heaven, 
On Earth join all ye Creatures to extol 
flim firft, him laft, him midit, and without end. 265 
Faireft of ftars, laft in the train of night. 
If better thoo belong not to the dawn. 
Sure pledge of day, that crown'ft the fmiliiq^ mom 
With thy' bright circlet, praiie him in thy fphere. 
While day arifes, that fweet hour of prime. 17^ 

Thou Sun, of this great world both eye and Ibul, 
Acknowledge kim thy greater, found hk praii* 

Itt 
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In thy eternal courfe, both when thou climb'ft, 
And when high noon haft gain'd, and when thou fairft. 
Moon, that now meet'ft the orient fun, now fly*ft, 175 
With the fix'd ftars, fixM in their orb that flies. 
And ye five other wandering fires that move 
In mj&ic dance not without fong, refound 
His praife, who out of darknefs callM-up light. 
Air, and ye Elements, the cldeft birth 180 

Of Nature's womb, that in quaternion run 
Perpetual circle, multiform j and mix 
And nourifh all things $ let your ceafelefs change 
Vary to our great Maker ftill new praife. 
Ye Mifts and Exhalations that now rife 1S5 

From hill or fteaming lake, dufky or gray, 
Till the fun paint your fleecy fkirts with gold. 
In honor to the world's great Author rife. 
Whether to deck with clouds th' uncolor'd Iky, 
Or wet the thirfty earth with falling fhowers, 190 

Rifing or falling ftill advance his praife. 
His praife, ye Winds, that from four quarters blow. 
Breathe foft or loud j and wave your tops, ye Pines, 
With every plant, in fign of worfhip wave. 
fV>untain8 and ye, that warble, as ye flow, 195 

Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praife. 
Join voices, all ye living Souls : ye Birds, 
That iinging up to Heaven gate afcend. 
Bear on your wings and in your notes his praife. 
Ye that in waters glide, and ye that walk zoo 

The earA, and ftately tread, or lowly creep j 
Witncfs if I be filent, morn or even. 
Vol. I, L Tq 
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To hill or valley, fountain, or frefli fliade 

Made vocal by my fong, and taught his praife. 

Hail univerfal Lord, be bounteous ftill 405 

To give us only good ; and if the night 

Have gathered ought of evil or conceal'd, 

Difperfe it, as now light difpels the dark. 

So prayM they innocent, and to their thoughts 
Fimn peace recovered foon and wonted calm. up 

'On to their morning's rural work they hafte 
Among fweet dews and flow'rs j where any row 
Of fruit-trees over-woody reach'd too far 
Their pampered boughs, and needed hands to check 
Fruitlefs embraces: or they led the vine 215 

To wed her elm } (he fpousM about him twines 
Her maiTiageable arms, and with her brings 
Her dow'r th' adopted clufters, to adom 
His barren leaves. Them thus employM beheld 
With pity Heaven's high king, and to him caird 229 
Raphael, the fociable Spirit, that deigned 
To travel with Tobias, and fecur'd 
His mairiage with the fev'ntimes- wedded maid. 

Raphael, faid he, thou hear^ft what ftir on Earth 
Satan from Hell fcap'd through the darkfome gulf 225^ 
Hath raisM in Paradiie, and how difturb'd 
This night the human pair, how he defigns 
In them at once to ruin all mankind. 
Go therefore, half this day as friend with friend 
Converfe with Adam, in what bowV or ihade 230 

Thou find*ft him from the heat of noon rstir'd^ 
To refpit his day-labor with repaft. 

. 9r 
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Or with repofe ; and Aich difcourfe bring on. 

As may advife him of hijs liappy ftate, 

Happinefs in his povvV left free to will; 135 

Left to his own free will, his will though fre^. 

Yet mutable 5 whence warn him to beware 

He fwerve not too fecure : tell him withal 

His danger, and from whom ; what enemyj 

Late fallen himfelf from Heav'n, i^ plotting now 2^ 

The fall of others from like ftate of blifs ; 

By violence ? no, for that ihall be withftood ; 

But by deceit and lies ; this let him know; 

Left wilfully tranfgreffing he pretend 

Surprifal, unadmonifti'd, unforewarnM. 14} 

So fpake th' eternal Father, and fulfiird 
All juftice : nor delayed the winged Saint 
After his charge received : but from among^ 
Thoufand ccleftial Ardors, where he ftood 
Veil'd with his gorgeous wings> up fpringing light 250 
Flew through the midft of Heaven $ th* angelic quii*ess 
On each hand parting, to his fpeed gave way 
Through all th* empyreal road j till at the gate 
Of Heav'n arriv'd, the gate felf-open'd wide 
On golden hinges turning, as by work 255 

Divine the fovran Archite6^ had framM. 
From hence no cloud, or, to obfti*u£l his fight. 
Star interposM, however fmatl he fees, 
Not unconform to other ihining* globes,- 
Earth and the gard'n of God, with cedars crown'*d 260 
Above all hills. As when by night the glafs 
Of Galileo, lefs aflur'd, obfci-Ves 

L z Imaging' 
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ImaginM lands and regions in the moon : 

Or pilot, from amidft the Cyclades 

Ddos or Samos firft a^tpearing, kens z6s 

A cloudy fpot. Down thither prone in flight 

He fpeedsy and through the vail ethereal (ky 

Sails between worlds and worlds, with fteddy vdng 

Now on the polar winds, then witli quick fan 

Winnows the buxom air; till within foar 270 

Of towVing eagles, to* all the fowls he feems 

A Phoenix, gazM by all, as that fole bird. 

When to inihrine his reliques in the fun^s 

Bright temple, to Egyptian Thebes he flies. 

At «nce on th** eaftern cliff of Paradife 275 

He lights, and to his proper (hape returns 

A Seraph wingM ; fix wings he wore, to ihade 

His lineaments divine ; the pair that clad 

Each (houlder broad, came mantling o'er his breaft 

With regal ornament $ the middle pair 280 

Girt like a Harry zone his wafte, and round 

Skirted his loins and thighs with downy gold 

And colors dipt in Heav'n $ the third his feet 

Shadowed from either heel with featherM mail, 

Sky-tin^urM grain. Like Maia's fon he Ibood, 285 

And ihook his plumes^ that heavenly fragrance fiird 

The circuit wide. Strait knew him all the bands 

Of Angels under watch ; and to his ftate^ 

And to his meflage high in honor rife ; 

For on fome meflage high they guefs'd him bound. 290 

Their glittering tents he pafsM, and now is come 

Into the blifsful field, through groves of myrrh* 

And 
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And flowering odors, caflla, nard, and balm; 

A wildernefs of fweets j for Nature here 

Wanton'd as in her prime, and play'd at will 295 

Her virgin fancies, pouring forth more fweet^ 

TVild above rule or art $ enormous blifs. 

Him through the fpicy foreft onward come 

Adam difcemM, as in the door he fat 

Of his coqI bowV, while now the mounted fun 300 

Shot down direct his fervid rays to warm 

Earth *s inmoft womb, more warmth than Adam needs t 

And Eve within, due at her hour prepared 

For dinner favory fruits, of tafte to plcafe 

True appetite, and not difrclifh thirft 305 

Of ne£la*rous draughts between, from milky ftream^ 

BeiTy or grape : to whom thus Adam callM. 

Hafte hither Eve, and worth thy fight behold 
Eaftward among thofe trees, what glorious ihape 
Comes this way moving; feems another mom 310 
Ris^n on mid-noon $ fomc great beheft from Heaven 
To ua perhaps he brings, and will vouchfafe 
This day to be our gueft. But go with fpeed. 
And what thy ftores contain, bring forth, and pour 
Abundance, fit to honor and receive 315 

Our heav'nly ftranger : well we may afford 
Our givers their own gifts, and lai'ge beftow 
From large beflowM, where Natui-e multiplies 
Her fertil growth, and by disburdening grows 
More fruitful, which in(lru6ls us not to fpai-e. 310 

To whom thus Eve. Adam, earth's hallowed mold. 
Of God infpir'd, fmall ftore will ferve, where flore, 
L 3 All 
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All feafons, ripe for life hangs on the ftalk ; 

Save what by frugal ftoring firmnefs gains 

To nouriih, and fuperfiuous moift confumes : 32^ 

But I will hafte, and from each bough and brake. 

Each plant and jucieft gourd, will pluck fuch choice 

To entertain our Angel gueft, as he 

Beholding fhall confefs, that here on Earth 

God hath difpens'd his bounties as in Heaven* 330 

So faying, with difpatchful looks in hafte 
She turns, on hofpi table thoughts intent 
"What choice to choofe for delicacy beft. 
What order, fo contrived as not to mix 
Taftes, not well joinM, inelegant, but bring^.. 335/ 
Tafte after tafte upheld with kindlieft change ^ 
Beftirs her then, and from each tendei' (lalk 
Whatever Earth alUbeai'ing mother yields 
In Indfei Eaft or Weft, or middle fliore : 

In Pontus or the Punic coaft^ or where -i^* 

Alcinous reignM, fruit of all kinds, in coat 
Rough or fmooth rinM, or bearded hulk, or /hell,. 
She gathers, tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unfparing hand; for drink the grape 
She cruflies, inoifenfive muft, and meaths 34^ . 

From many a berry', and from fweet kernels prefs'd 
She tempers dulcet creams, nor thefe to hold 
Wants her fit veffels pure, then ftrows the ground 
With rofe and odors from the (hrub unfum'd. 

Mean while our primitive great fire, to meet 35a . 
H4s God-like gueft, walks forth, without more ti-ain 
Accompanied than with his own complete 

Perfe^ons j 
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PerfViftions 5 in himfelf was all his ftate. 

More folemii than the tedious pomp that waits 

On princes, when their rich retinue long 355 

Of horfes led, and grooms befmcar'd with gold, 

Dazles the croud, and fets them all agape. 

Nearer his prefence Adam though not aw'd, 

Yet witfi Aibraifs approach and reverence meek. 

As to' a fuperior nature, bowing low, 360 

Thus faid. Native of Heav'n, for other place 

None can than Hieav'n fuch glorious (hapc contain j 

Since by defcending from the thrones above, 

Thofe happy places thou haft deignM a while 

To want, and honor thefe, vouchfafe with tia 365 

Two' only, who yet by fovran gift ptflefs 

This fpacious ground, in yonder Ihady bowk.;J 

To reft, and what' the garden choiceft bears 

To fit and tafte, till this meridian heat 

Be over, and the fun more cool decline. 370 

Whom thus th' angelic Virtue anfwer'd mild. 
Adam, I therefore came, nor art thou fuch 
Created, or fuch place haft here to dwell. 
As may not oft invite, though Spi'rits of Heaven, 
TV> vifit thee ; lead on then whei-c thy bower 375 

O'erfhadcs 5 for thefe mid-hours, till evening rife, 
I have at will. So to the fylvan lodge 
They came, that like Pomona's arbor fmil'd 
With flow'rets dcck'd and fragrant fmells ; but Eve 
Undeck'd fave with herfelf, more lovely fair 38^- 

Than Wood- Nymph, or the faireft Goddefs fcign'd 
Of three that in mount Ida naked ftrove, 

L 4. Stor • 
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Stood to* entertain her gueft from Heaven ; no veil 
She needed, vlitue-proof ; no thought infirm 
AlterM her cheek. On whom the Angel Hail 3S5 
Beftow'dy the holy falutation iisM ' 

Long after to blelt Mary, fecond Eve. 

Hail Mother of Mankind, whofe fruitful womb 
Shall fill the world more numerous with thy ions* 
Than with thefe various fruits the trees of Ood 390 
Have heapM this table. RaisM of grafly turf 
Their table was, and mofiy feats had round. 
And on her ample fquare from fide to fide 
All autumn pird, though fpring and autumn here 
DancM hand in hand. A while difcourfe they hold^ 
No fear left dinner cool $ when thus began 
Our aut;ifr. Heavenly ftranger, pleaie to tafte 
Thefe bounties, which our Nourilher, from whom 
All perfe^l good, unmeafurM out, defcends. 
To us for food and for delight hath caus'd 400 

The earth to yield $ unfavory food perhaps 
To fpiritual natures $ only this I know. 
That one celeftial Father gives to all. 

To whom the Angel. Therefore what he gives 
(Whofe praife be ever fung) to Man in part 405 

Spiritual, may of pureft Spi'rits be found 
No* ingrateful food : and food alike thofe pure 
Intelligent! al fubftances require. 
As doth your rational ; and both contain 
Within them every lower faculty 4^9 

Of fcnfe, whereby they hear, fee, fmell, touch, tafte. 
Tailing conco^, digeft, afiimilate. 

And' 
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And corporeal to incorporeal turn. 

For know, whatever was created, need* 

To be AiilainM and fed ^ of elements 415 

The groiTer feeds die purer, earth the fea. 

Earth and the fea feed air, the air thofe fires 

Ethereal, and as loweft firft the moon $ 

Whence in her vifage round thofe fpots, unpurgM 

Vapors not yet into her fubflance turned. ^t0 

Nor doth the moon no nouriflunent exhale 

From her moift continent to higher orbs. 

The fun, that light impai'ts to all, receives 

From all his alimental recompenfe 

In humid exhalations, and at even 425 

Sups with the ocean. Though in Heav*n the trees 

Of life ambrofial fiiiitage bear, and vines 

Yield ne£iar ; though from off the boughs each mom 

We brufli mellifluous dews, and find the ground 

Cover'd with pearly grain : yet God hath here 4.3» 

Varied his bounty fo with new delights. 

As ma/ compare with Heaven ; and to tafle 

Think not I (hall be nice. So down they, fat* 

And to their viands fell ; nor feemingly 

The Angel, nor in mif(, the common glofs 435 

Of Theologians ; but with keen difpatch 

Of real hunger, and conco6live heat 

To tranfubflantiate : what redounds, tranfpires 

Through Spirits with eafe ; nor wonder j if by fire 

Of footy coal th' empiric alchemift 44* 

Can turn, or holds it polfible to turn, 

Metals of droilicfl ore to perfect gold 

A* 
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As from die mine. Bifeaii wlnle at table Eve 

MiniilerM naked, and their flowing cups 

With pleaiant liquors cxown^d: O innocence 445 

Defcnring Paradile ! ifercr, then. 

Then had the fons of God ezcnfe to* have been 

Enamoured at that fight ; but in thofe hearts 

Love iinlibidinoas reigned, nor jealonfy 

Was underftoody die injurM lover'^s Hell. 450 

Thus when with meats and drinks they had fufficM, 
Not burdenM nature^ Aidden mind aroie 
In Adam, not to let th* occafion pafs 
Giv^n him by this g^reat conference to know 
Of things above his world, and of their being 455 
Who dwell in Heav'n, whofe excellence he faw 
Tranicend his own fo far, whofe radiant forms 
Divine effulgence^ whofe high pow'r fo far 
Exceeded human, and his wary fpeech 
Thus to th* empyreal minifter he framM. 4^0. 

Inhabitant with God, now know I well 
Thy favor, in this honor done to Man, 
Under whofe lowly roof thou haft vouchfard 
To enter, and thefe earthly fruits to tafte. 
Food not of Angels, yet accepted fo, 465 

As that more willingly thou couldft not feem 
AtHeav'n's high feafts to' have fed : yet what compare ? 

To whom the winged Hierarch reply'd. 
O Adam, one Almighty is, from whom 
Air things proceed, and up to him return, 470 

If not dcprav'd from good, created all 
Such to perfeftion; one iirft matter ail> 

Indued 
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Indued with various forms, various degiees 

Of fubftance, and in things that live, of life 5 

But more rcfinM, more fpiritous, and pure, 475 

As nearer to him plac'd or nearer tending 

Each in their feveral aftive fpheres aflign'd. 

Till body up to fpirit work, in bounds 

Proportioned to each kind. So from the root 

Springs lighter the green ftalk, from thence the leaves . 

More aery, laft the bright confummate flower 

Spirits odorous breathes : flow'rs and their fruit, 

Man's nourifhment, by gradual fcale fublim'd. 

To vital fpi'rits afpire, to animal. 

To intelleftual ; give both life and fcnfe, ♦^S.- 

Fancy and underftanding ; whence the foul 

Reafon receives, and reafon is her being, 

Difcurfive, or intuitive ; difcourfe 

Is ofteft yours, the latter moft is ours, 

IKfftring but in degree, of kind the fame. 490 . 

Wonder not then, what God for* you faw good 

If I refiife not, but convert, as you, 

To proper fubftance : time may come, when Men 

With Angels may participate, and find 

No inconvenient di'ct, nor too light fare ; 495 

And from thefe corporal nutriments perhaps 

Your bodies may at laft turn all to fpirit, 

Improv'd by traft of time, and wing'd afcend 

Ethereal, as we, or may at choice 

Here or in heav'nly Paradife* dwell 5 500 

If ye be found obedient, and retain 

Unalterably firm hU love entire, 

Whofc 
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Whofc progeny you are. Mean while enjoy 

Your fill what happinefs this happy ftate 

Can comprehend, incapable of more. 505 

' To whom the patriarch of mankind reply *d. 

O favourable Spi'rit, propitious gueft. 

Well haft thou taught the way that might dire8: 

Our knowledge, and the fcale of nature fet 

Frpm center to circumference, whereon 510 

In contemplation of created things 

By fteps we may afcend to God. But fay. 

What meant that caution joinM, If ye be found 

Obedient ? can we want obedience then 

To him, or poflibly his love defert, 515 

Who form'd us from the duft, and placed us here 

Full to the utmoft meafure of what blifs 

Human defires can feek or apprehend ? 

To whom the Angel. Son of Heav'n and Earth, 
Attend ; That thou art happy, owe to God; 5a« 

That thou continued (iich, owe to thyfelf. 
That is, to thy obedience ; therein Hand. 
This was that caution giv'n thee j be advis'd. 
God made thee perfe^, not immutable ; 
And good he made thee, but to perfevere 515 

He left it in thy pow'r j ordainM thy will , 
By nature free, not over-rulM by fate 
Inextricable, or ftri6l neceility : 
Our voluntary fervice he requires. 
Not our neceflitated $ fuch with him 53* 

Finds no acceptance, nor can find ; for how 
Can hearts, not free, be try'd whether they ftrve 

Willing 



=wii<^ 



BookV. PARADISE LOST. 15/ 

Willing or no, who will but what they muft 

By deftiny, and can no other choofe ? 

Myfelf and all th' angelic hoft, that ftand 535 

In fight of God enthroned, our happy ftate 

Hold, as you yours, while our obedience holds 5 

On other furety none 5 freely we ferve, 

Becaufe we freely love, as in our will 

To love or not; in this we ftand or fall : • 540 

And fomc are falPn, to difobedience fall'n. 

And fo from Heav'n to deepeft Hell ; O fall 

From what high ftate of blifs into what woe ! 

To whom our great progenitor. Thy words 
Attentive, and with more delighted car, 54.5 

Divine inftru£lor, I have heard, than when 
Cherubic fongs by night from neighboring hills 
Aereal mufic fend : nor knew I hot 
To be both will and deed created free 5 
Yet that we never (hall forget to love 550 

Our Maker, and obey him whofe command 
Single is yet fo juft, my conftant thoughts 
Affur'd me', and flill aflure : though what thou teirft 
Hath pafs'd in Heav'n, fome doubt within me move. 
But more deiire to hear, if thou confent, 555 

The full relation, which muft needs be ftrange, 
Worthy of facrccf filence to be heard j 
And we have yet large day, for fcarce the fun 
Hath finilh'd half his journey', and fcarce begins 
His other half in the great zone of Heav'n. 560 

Thus Adam made requeft ; and Raphael 
After (hort paufe afTenting, thus began. 

High 



JS% P A R A D I S E L O S T. Book V. 

High matter thou jnjoin'ft me', O prime of iiien> 
Sad taik and hard ; for how (hall I relate 
To human fenfe th' invifible exploits 565 

Of waning Spirits ? how without remorfe 
The ruin of fo many glorious once 
And pcrfeft while they ftood? how laft unfold 
The fecrets of another world, perhaps 
Not lawful to reveal ? yet for thy good ej^ 

This is difpens'd j and what furmounts the reach 
Of human fenfe, I ihall delineate fo. 
By likening fpiritual to corporal forms, 
As may exprefs them beft 5 though what if Earth 
Be but the fliadow' of Heav'n, and things therein 575 
Each to' other like, more than on earth is thought ? 

As yet this world was not, and Chaos wild 
Reign'd where thefeHeav'ns now roll, where Earth now 
Upon her center pois'd $ when on a day [reds 

(^or time, though in eternity, apply'd jg» 

To motion, meafures all things durable 
By prefent, paft, and future) on fuch day 
As Heav'n's great year brings forth, th' empyreal hoft 
Of Angels by imperial fummons call'd. 
Innumerable before th* Almighty's throne ^85 

Forthwith from all the ends of Hcav'n appeared 
Under their Hierarchs in orders bright : 
Ten thoufand thoufand enfigns high advanced. 
Standards and gonfalons 'twixt van and rear 
Stream in the air, and for diftinftion ferve 5^0 

Of hierarchies, of orders, and degrees j 
Or in their glittering tifTues bear imblass'd 

Holy 
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Holy memorials, a^s of zeal and love 

Recorded eminent. Thus when in orb* 

Of circuit inexpreflible they ftood, 59 g 

Orb within orb, the Father infinite. 

By whom in blifs imbofomM fat the Son, 

Amidft as from a flaming mount, whofe top 

Brightnefs had made invifible^ thus fpake« 

Hear all ye Angels, progeny of light, ^ 609 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers. 
Hear my decree, which unrevoked fhall iland* 
This day I have begot whom I declare 
My only Son, and on this holy hill 
Him have anointed, whom ye now behgld ^05 

At my right hand ; your head I him appoint; 
And by myfelf have fwom to him (hall bow 
All knees in Heaven, and fhall confefs him Lord; 
Under his great vice-gerent reign abide 
United as one individual foul 4S49 

For ever happy ; Him who difobeys. 
Me difobeys, breaks union, and that day, 
Cail out from God and bleflfed vifion, falls 
Into* utter darknefs, deep ingulPd, his place 
OrdainM without redemption, without end. 6x5 

So fpake th* Omnipotent, and with his words 
All feemM well pleas'd; all feem'd, but were not alU 
That day, as other folemn days, thpy fpent 
In fong and dance about the facred hill j 
Myftical dance, which yonder ftarry fpherc .6z9 

Of planets and of fix'd in all her whe^U 
Refembles neareft| mazes intricatej^ 

Eccentric*, 
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Eccentricy intervoWd, yet regular 

Then moft, when moft irregular they feem $ 

And in their motions harmony divine Ci^ 

So finooths her charming tones, that 6od*s own ear 

Liftens delighted. Evenmg now approach^ 

(For we have alfo^ our evening and our mom. 

We ours for change deleCtable, not need) 

Forthwith from dance to fweet repaft they turn 630 

Defirous i all in circles as they ftood. 

Tables are fet, and on a fudden pil'd 

With Angels food, and rubied ne£lar flows 

In pearly in diamond, and mafly'gold. 

Fruit of delicious vines, the growth of Heaven. 635 

On flow'rs repos'd, and with frefh flow'rets crown'd. 

They cat, they drink, and in communion fweet 

Quaff immortality and joy, fecure 

Of furfeit where full meafure only bounds 

Eltcffs, before th* all-bounteous King, who {howr*d 

With copious hand, rejoicing in their joy. 

Now when ambrofial night with clouds exhalM 

From that high moimt of God, whence light and fhade 

Spring both, the face of brightei^ Heav'n had changM 

To grateful twilight (for night comes not there 645 

In darker veil) and rofcat dews difposM 

AH but th' un deeping eyes of God to reft 5 

Wide over all the plain, and wider far 

Than all this globous earth in plain outfpread, 

(9uAi are thi courts of God) th' angelic throng, 650 

I)ifpersM in bands and files, their camp extend 

By living ftreams among the trees of life, 

'^ Pavilions 
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Pavilions numberlcfs, and fuddcn rear'd, 

Celeftial tabernacles, where they flept 

^anii'd with cool winds j fave thofe who in their courfe 

Melodiou,s hymns about the fovran throne 

Alternate all night long : but not fo wak'd 

Satan j fo call him now, his former name 

Is heard no -more in Heav'n j he of the fivA, 

^not the firit Arch- Angel, great in power, 660 

In favor and pra^eminence, yet fraught 

With envy' againft the Son of God, that day 

Honored by.his great Father, and proclara'd 

Mefliah King anointed^ could not bear 

'^hrough pride that iight, and thought himfelfimpairM. 

Deep malice thence conceiving and difdain. 

Soon as midnight brought on the duiky hour 

Friendlieft to deep and filence, he refolv'd 

With. all his legions to didodge, and leave 

V&worfliipt, unobeyed the throne fupreme 670 

Contemptuous, and his next fubordinate 

Awakening, thus to him in fecret fpake. 

Sleep' ft thou. Companion dear, what fleep can clofe 
Thy eye-lids ? and remember' ft what decree 
^f yefterday, Co late hath pafs'd the lips 675 

Of Heav'n's Almighty. Thou to me thy thoughts 
Waft wont, I mine to thee was wont to' impart j 
Both waking we were one 3 how then can now 
Thy fleep diffent ? New laws thou feeft impos'd j 
]^ew layi^ from him who reigns, new minds may raife 
In us who ferve, new counfels, to debate 
What doubtful may enfue : more in this place 
: Vol. I. M To 
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To utter is not fafc. Affcmble thou 

Of all thofe myriads which we lead die chief; 

Tell them that by command, ere yet dim night 685 

Her (hadowy clofid withdraws, I am to hafte. 

And all who under me their banners wave. 

Homeward with ilying march where we poflefs 

The quarters of the north 5 there to prepare 

l^t entertainment to receive our king* 699 

The great Meffiah, and his new commands^ 

Who fpeedily through all the hierarchies 

Intends to pafs triumphant, and give laws. 

So rpake the falfe Arch-Angel, and infused 
Bad infloence into th' unwary breaft 695 

Of his afTociate : he together calls. 
Or feveral one by one, the regerit Powers, 
Under him regent; tells, as he wa« taught. 
That the moft High commanding, now ere night. 
Now ere dim night had diitncumber'd Heaven, 700 
The great hierarchal ftandard was to move; 
Tells the fuggefted caufe, and cafts betweeix 
Ambiguous words* and jealotifies, to found 
Or taint integrity : but all obey'd 
The wonted fignal, and fupferior voice 705 

Of their great potentate j for great indeed 
His name, and high was his degree in Heaven 5- 
His count^'nance, as the morning ftar that guides 
The ftany flock, allurM them, and with lies 
Di-ew after him the third part of Heav'n's hoft. 710 
Mean while th' eternal eye, whofe fight difcerns 
Abftnifcft thijnghts, from forth his holy mount 

And 
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And from within die goideii lamps that burn 
Nightly before him, faw without their light 
Rebellion rifing, faw in whom, how fpread ft ^ 

Among the fons of mom, what multitudes 
Were banded to oppofe hi^ high decree j 
And fmiling to his only Son thus faid. 

Son, thou in whom my glory I behold 
In full refplenderice, Heir of all my mighty 72^ 

Nearly it now concerns us to be fure 
Of our omnipotence, and with what arms" 
We mean to hold what anciently v<re clariic 
Of.deity or ciiipirej fuch a foe 

Is. tifing, who intends to' ere6t his throne 725 

Equal to ours, throughout the fpacious north-f 
Nor fo content, hath in his thought to try 
In battel, "^hat our'poWr is, or our right. 
Let \'is ad Vife, stnd to this hazard draw 
Whh fpeed what for^eis Ifeft, and all eihploy ' jy^ 
In our defenfe, left imawares we lofe 
This our high pl«:e, our fanftuaiy, buf hill. 

To whom the Son with calm afpeftand clear. 
Lightning divine. Ineffable, ferene. 
Made anfwer. Mighty Father, thou thy foes 735 
Juftly haft in -derifion, andfecure 
Laugh'ft at their vain defigns and' tumults vain,- 
Matter to me of glory, whom their hate 
Illuftrates, when they fee all regal power 
(j'w^n me t9 quell their pride, and in event 74.0 

Know whet;her I be dextrous to fubdue .! 

Thy Rft>elS| or be found the wor^ in Heaven* 

Ma "^ 
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So fpake the Son ; but Satan with his powers 
Far was adyanc'd on winged fpeed, an hoft 
Inaumerabk as the ftars of night, 745 

Or ftars of morning, dew-drops, which the fun 
Impearls on every leaf and every flower. 
Regions they pafs'd, the mighty regencies 
Of Seraphim and Potentates and Thrones 
Jn their triple degrees ; regions to which 750 

All thy dominion, Adam, is no moi-e 
Than what this garden is to all the earth. 
And all the iea, from one entire globofe 
StretchM into longitude ^ which having pafs'd 
At length into the limits of the north 745 

They came, and Satan to his royal feat 
High on a hill, far blazing, as a mpunt 
Raised on a mount, with pyramids and towers 
From diamond quanjes hewn, and rocks of gold} 
The palace of great Lucifer, (fo call 760 

That ftru£lure in the diale£l of men 
Interpreted) which not long after, he 
Affecting all equality with God, 
In imitation pf that mount whereon 
Mefliah was declared in fight of Heaven, 7(5 

The Mountain of the Congregation call'd ; 
For thither he afTembled all his train. 
Pretending fo commanded to confult 
About the great reception of their king, 
vThither to tome, and with calumnious ait 779 

Of counterfeited truth thus held their eai-s. 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms,Virtues, Powers, 

If 
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If thefe magnific titles yet remain 

Not mei-ely titular, iiBce by decree 

Ajiothier now hath to himfelf ingrofsM 775 

AH pow'r, and us eclipsM under the name 

Of King anointed, for whom all this bafte. 

Of midnight march, and hurried meeting here. 

This only to confiilt, how we may beft 

With what may be deris'd of iionors new . 780 

Receive him poming to receive from us 

Knee-tribute yet unpaid, proftration vile. 

Too much to .one, but double how indur*d * 

To one and to his image now proclamM f 

fut what if better counfels might ere£^ 785 

Our minds, and teau:h us to caft off this .yoke f 

Will yc fubmit your necks, and choole to bend 

The fupple knee ? ye will not, if I truft 

To know ye right, or if yc know yoiirfclvca 

Mfllives and fons of Heav'n pofleTsM before 79a 

By none, and if not equal all, yet free. 

Equally £aee; for orders and degi'ces 

Jar not with liberty, but well confift. 

WJio can in reafon then or right afljlme 

Monarchy over fuch as live by right . 795 

His equals, if in ppw'r and fplendor lefs, 

In freedom equal ? or can introduce 

Law and edi£t on us, who without law 

Err not? much lefs for this to be our Lord, 

And look fon adoration to tV abufe So« 

Of thofe imperial titles, which aifert 

Our being ordain'd to govern, nottofenre. 

M 3 Thus 
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Thns far his bold dUcoarfb without conUoU 
Had audience, when among the Seraphim 
Abdiely than whom ncme with more zeal ador*d foj 
The Deity% and diWne commands obeyed. 
Stood up, and in a flame of zeal leveie 
The cu^atai of his fury thus oppos'd. 

O argument blafpbemous, falfe and proudi 
Words which no ear ever to hear in Heav'^n Sio 

£zpe6led, leaft of all from thee, Ingrate, 
In place thyfelf fo high above thy peers. 
Canft thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The juft decree of God, pronouncM and fwom. 
That to his only Son by right indued Stj 

With regal fcepter, every foul in Heavea 
Shall bend the knee, and in that honor due 
Confefs him rightful king? unjuft, thou fay^ft. 
Flatly unjuft, to bind with laws the &ee. 
And equal over equals to let reign, Saa 

One over all with unfucceeded power. 
Shalt thou give law to God, (halt thou difpute 
With him the points of liberty, who made 
Thee what thou art, and form'd the Pow'rs of Heaartn 
Such as he pleas'd, and circumfcrib'd their being ? 
Yet by experience taught we know how good. 
And of our good and of our dignity 
How provident he is, how far from thought 
To make us lefs, bent rather to exalt 
Qui; happy ftate under one head more near t^oi 

United. But to grant it thee unjuft. 
That equal over equals monarch reign jb 

Thyfelf 
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Thyfelf though great' and glorious doft thoaccsiH^, 

Or all angelic nature yom*d in one, ■ : i 

S^ual to ]|im<beg9tt!e n Son ? by whom 9 3*5 

As by his W«rd the mighty Father made . 

All things, cv'n thee ; and ail the SpiVit» of HeatesT 

By him crested in their bright degrees, 

CrownM them with glory*, an4 to their glory n^mfd; 

thrones, Dpminsitions, Prindfd^^^ms, Virt^^, {'oweii?, 

Effential Pow'rs ; nor by hifr.K»giiL ^bfciir'di 

But more iUuftrious made j fmce he the head 

One of o«r number thus reduced becomes $ , • . r 

His laws our laws; all honor td him doacf 

Ai^ms our own. C^fe dien thitf im^ix>uft rage, .I45 

And ttm^ net thefe ; but haien to appeai^ ' r 

Th* incenlcAi Fatiier, and tb" inodnfcd Son, 

While pardon may be ^nd in time befought.^ . 

So fpake the feffvent Angel ^ but his seal .• 
>toie fecondid^ as out of ^fpn* )u4g'4, .*:^iP 

Or fingiike and ra/h, wheyeat rejoic'd . . 
Th* Apoftalfi, and move hfiughty thus reply' ^. r 
That we were fbrm'd t3i^j f*y'ft thou ? and th6:v<rt 
Of fecondary hftudsy by t*0^.trans£(en;.'d . • - , .; v^" 
F^m Father to his Sob? (brange point a9id..|{f^f:-8^ 
Do£lrin which wfi would knAW^he^^^ iesini'd t wh^fei^r 
When this creation wsw? i^mftmber'^ tho^ 
Thy makii^g; whSe the Mafeer. gav^ thee being,! 
We know no time when we were not as vg^; 
&now none before us, felf-bogot, felf-raisM t^P 

By our own quickening powV, when fatal eoui<ie 
Had circled his full o£b, the Jatrth mature 
M4 
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Of thU our natiYC Hear^D, cdmcal Ions. 

Our poifiance is onr own ; our own right hand 

Shall teach ns hig:heft deeds» bj pioof fix trf t€$ 

Who is oor equal s then thou fiiak bdmld 

Whether bj application we intend 

Addrefs, and to begirt th* almighty throne 

Befeeching or beficging. This report, 

Thele tidings carry to th* anointed King; S70 

And fly» ere eril intercept dij flight. 

He faid, and as the found of waters deep 
Hcarfe miinnar echoM to his words applaufc 
Through the infinite hoft; nor lefs for that 
The flaming Seniph feariefs, though alone S75 

Incompafs^d round with foes, thus anfwerM bold. 

O alienate firom God, O Spi^rit accursed, 
Forfaken of all good ^ I fee thy fall 
DeterminMy and thy haplefs crew involved 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion fpread SS6 

Both of thy crime and punifliment : henceforth 
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of God's Meiliah ; thofe indulgent laws 
Will not be now YouchfaTd 5 other decrees 
Agaiiiffc thee are gone forth without recall ; S85 

That golden fcepter, which thou didk rejeft. 
Is now an iron rod to bruife and break - 
Thy difobedience. Well thou didft advifr. 
Yet not for thy advice or threats I fly 
Thefe wicked tents devoted, left the wrath 890 

Impendent, raging into fudden flame 
Piftinguifh not : for foon exp«6l to feel 
> His 
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His thunder on thy head, devouring fire. 

Then who created thee lamenting learn. 

When who can uncreate thee thou (halt know. 895 

So fpake the Seraph Abdiel faithful found 
Among the faithlefs, faithful only he $ 
Among innumerable falfe, unmovM, 
Unfliaken, unfeduc'd, unterrify'd. 
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; 909 

Nor number, nor example with him wrought 
To fwerve from truth, or change his conftant mind 
Though iingle. From amidft them forth he pafs'd. 
Long way through hoftile fcom, which he fuftainM 
Superior, nor of violence fearM ought ; 905 

And with retorted fcom his back he turnM 
On thofe proud tow'rs to fwift deftru6Uon doom'd. 



THE END OF THE FIFTH BOOK. 
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His thunder on thy head, devouring fire. 

Then who created thee lamenting leam» 

VThen who can uncreate thee thou (halt know. 895 

So fpake the Seraph Abdiel faithful found 
Among the faithlefs, faithful only he ; 
Among innumerable falfe, unmovM, 
Unfliaken, unfeducM, unterrifyM, 
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; 909 

Nor number, nor example with him wrought 
To fwerve from truth, or change his conftant mind 
Though iingle. From amidft them forth he pafsM, 
Long way through hoftile fcom, which he fuftain'd 
Superior, nor of violence fearM ought 5 905 

And with retorted fcoiii his back he turned 
On thofe proud tow'rs to fwift deftru£Uon doom'd. 



THE RND OF THE FIFTH BOOK. 



THE ARGUMENT, 

Raphael continues to relate how Michael and Gabriel 
were fent forth to battel againft Satan and his 
Angels. The firft fight defcrib'd : Satan and his 
Powers retire under night : He calls a council^ in- 
vents devilifh engins, which in the fecond day's 
fight put Michael and his Angels to fome diforder : 
but they at length pulling up mountains over- 
whelm'd both the force and machines of Satan: 
Yet the tumult not fo ending, God on the third 
day fends Messiah his Son, for whom he had re- 
ferv'd the glory of that viftory : He in the power 
of his Father coming to the place, and caufmg all 
his legions to ftand ftill on either fide, with his 
chariot and thunder driving into the midft of his 
enemies, purfues them unable Id itffift towards the 
wall of Heaven 5 which opening, they leap down 
with horror and confufion mto the place of punifii- 
ment preparM for them in the deep: Messiah re- 
turns with triumph to his Father. 
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BOOK VI. 

AL L night the dreadlefs Angel unpurfued 
Through Hifay'n's wide champain held his way ; till 
Wak'd by the circling hours* with rofy hand [mom» 
Unbarred the gates of light* There is a cave 
Within the mount of God, faft by his throne, 5 

Where light and darknefs in peipetual round 
Lodge and diAodge by turns, which makes through 
Grateful viciifitude, like day and night; [Heaven 

Light iiTues forth, and at the other door 
Ql^fequious darknefs enters, till her' hour ' 10 

To veil the lieav'n, though darknefs there might well 
Seem twilight here : and now went forth the morn 
Such as in higheft Hea\r'n, array'd in gold 
Empyreal ; from. before her vani/h'd night, 
Shot through with orient beams; when all the plain 15 
CoverM with thick imbattel'd fquadi-ons bright. 
Chariots and flaming arms, and fiery fteods 
Refle£ling blaze on blaze, firfl met his view : 
War he perceived, war in procin^, and found 
^ready known what he for news had thought %o 

To have reported : gladly then he mix'd 
Among thpfe friendly PowVs, who him received 

W 
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With joy and acclamations loud, that one. 

That of fo many myriads fairn, yet one 

Returned not Hft : -On tothe facred hill ^^ 

They led him high applauded, and prefent 

Before the feat fupreme ; from whence a voice 

From midft a golden cloud thus mild was heard. 

Servant of God, well done, well haft thou fought 
The better fight, who fingle haft maintain*d 30 

Againft revolted multitudes the caule 
Of truth, in word mightier than they in arms} 
And for the teftimony^ <rf troth haft borne 
Univerfal reproach, far worfe to bear 
Than violence; for this was all thy care, 3 J 

To ftand approved in fight of God, though worlds 
Judged' thee perverfe : the eaficr conqueft now 
Remains thee, aided by this hoft of friends. 
Back on thy foes more glorious to return 
Than fcom'd thou did ft depart, and to fubdue ^l^ 

'By forctf, who reajbn for their law refufe. 
Right reafon for their law, and for their fcingf 
MefHah, who by right of merit reigns; 
Go Michael of celeftkd armies prince. 
And thou in military prowefs next i|| 

Gabriel, lead forth to battel thefe my foAs ^ 

Invincible, iead forth my armed Saints 
By thoufahds ant) by millions ranged for fight/ 
Equal in number to that Godlefs crew 
Rebellious'; them with ftre and hoftile anfi^ j6 

Fearlefs afTault, and to the brow of Ifeavetf 
Purfuing drm them out horn God and' bKA^ 

Into 
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Into their place of ptsniihmeiit, die gulf * 

Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide 

ifis fiery Chaos to reteite their fsH. ^5 

So fpake the fovpaii voice, and clouds bc^;a» 
To darken all the hill, and fmoke to roll 
In dufky wreaths, reluctant flames, the fign 
Of wrath awak'd ; nor with lefs dread the loud 
Ethereal trampet from on high *gan blow ', 60 

At which command the Powers militant. 
That ftood for lieav*n, in mighty quadi^t jcdnli 
Of union irMfiftible, movM on' 
In nience their bright Regions, to the (ovttA 
Of inftrumental hanUMiy, that breath'd tf.| 

Heroic ardor to adventrous deeds 
Under their Ood^like leaders, in the cmife 
Of God and his Mefilab. On they move 
Indiflblubly firm ; nor obvious hill, 
Nor fbrait'ning vale, nor wood, nor ftream divides 7!^ 
Their perfeft ranks 5 for high above the .ground 
Their march was, • and the paifive air upbore 
Their nimble tread \ as when the total kind 
Of birds, in orderly array on wing, 
Cfitne fummon'd over Eden to receive 75 

Their names of thee j fo over many a traft 
Of Heaven they marchM, and many a province wide 
Tenfold the length of ^s terrene: at laii 
Far in th' horizon to the north appeared 
Prtm fkirt to ikirt a fiery region, fh«tch*d ^0 

In battailous 'afpedt, and neai*er view 
firiftled with upright beams lAttunMrabfe ^ • > 

Of 
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of rigid fpear^, and h-lmets throngM» and ihields 

Various, with boaftful ailment portrayed. 

The banded Pow^s of Satan hailing on ge 

With furious expedition $ for they weenM 

That felf-fame day by fight, or by fui-prife. 

To win the mount of God, and on his throne 

To fet the envier of his ftate, the proud 

Afpircr, but their thoughts prov'd fond and vain 90 

In the mid way : though iirange to us it feemM 

At fiiift, that Angel fliould with Angel war. 

And in fierce hofting meet, who wont to meet 

So oft in fefttvals of joy and love 

ynanimous, as fons of one great fire ^^ 

Hymning th' eternal Father ; but the ihout 

Of battel no^ began, and ru/hing (bund 

Of onfet ended foon each milder thought. 

High in tlie midft exalted as a God 

TV Apoilate in his fun-bright chariot fat, 100 

Idol of majefty divine, inclos'd 

With flaming Ch^-ubim and golden, ihields ; 

Then lighted from his gorgeous throne, for now 

'Twixt hoft and hoil but narrow fpace was left, 

^ dreadful interval, and front to front 205 

Prefented flood in terrible array , 

Of hideous length : before the cloudy van. 

On the rough edge of battel ere it join'd, 

6atan with vail and haughty (bides advanced 

Came towring, arm'd in adamant and gold i 120 

Abdiel that fight endurM not, where he ilood 

Among the migHtieit^ bent on bighefl deeds^ 

And 
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And thus his own undaunted heart exploi-es. 

O Heav'nl thatfuch refemblance of the Higheft 
f hould yet remain, where faith and realty 115 

Remain not : wherefore ihould not ftrength and might 
There fsul where virtue fails, or vreakeft prove 
Ayhere boldeft, though to fight unconquerable ? 
His puiflance, trufting in th\ Almighty^s aid, 
^-niesm to try, whofe reafbn I have tryM xi« 

Unfound ^d falfe ; nor is it ought but juA, . 
That he who in debate t)f truth hath won 
Should win in arms, in both difputes alike 
Vi6Vor$ though brutiih th^t conteft and foul» 
•When reafon hath to deal with force, yet fo 125 

Moft reafon is that reafon overcome. 

So pondei|ing, and from his armed peerf 
Forth ftepping oppoflt, half way he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
^fens^d, and thus fecurely him defy'd. 130 

Pr^ud, art thou met ? thy hope was to have reached 
The highth of thy afpiring unopposM, 
The thpone of God unguarded, and his fide 
Abandoned at the terror of thy power 
fix potent tongue : fool, not to think how vain X35 
Againft th^ Omnipotent to rife in arms ; 
Who put of fmalleft things could without end 
Have irais'd inceifant armies to defeat 
Thy folly j or with folitary hand 
^taching beyond all limit, at one blow 149 

Unaided could have finifh'd thee, and whelmed 
Thy legiox)8 un4er. darknefs : but thou.fceft 

\ iVOL. I. N / 
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All are not of tkj tnm; tlsre be who fiudi 

Prefar, asd piety to God, diougii dm 

T* thee not Tifible, wfaoi I alcae i^| 

Seemed ui tky woiid drooeoos to diftnt 

From all: B17 fed tlioa fecft; nonr kam too kte 

How few fo m e dm e s maj know, when tJHryfandt eir* 

Whom, the graad foe with ftornfnl eye aftamce 
Thus anfwer*d* 111 far difie» hat ni wiih^d h#iir 15# 
Of myievcBge, firft foagfat for dioii retmn^ft 
From flight, feditious Ai^I, to receive 
Thy merited reward, the £rft a&y 
Of this right hand provoked, fince firft that tuagM 
lofpir'd widi contradiftion dnril oppoCe 15^ 

A third part of the Gods, in fyaod met 
Their deities to affert, who whik they feel 
Vigor divine within them, ca» allow 
Omnipotence to aone. But well thou com^ft 
Before thy fellows, aiihitioiis to win t€m 

From me fotot j^ume, that ^y fuccefs may (hovr 
Beftruf^ion to the reft : this pavle between 
(Unanfwei^d left thoa hoaft) to let thee knowj 
At firft I thought that Liberty and Heaven 
T« heaf^flly ib«ls had been all one; but now 165 

J fee that moft through floth had rather ierve, 
Miniftriag ^i^rits, trained up in ftaft and fong} 
Such haft thou armM, the minftreliy of Heaveny 
Servility with freedom to contend, 
At both their deeds compared this day fhall prove. 170 

To viliom itt brief thu^ Abdiei ftem leply^d. 
Apoftate, ftiUthou enr'ft, Aor «»d wilt find 

Of 
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Of erring, ilrom the path of trath nnnote i 
Unjuftly thou depray^ft it witk tkenamc 
Qf fervitude to fenre whom God ordains, 175^ 

Or Nature : God and Nature bid the fame, 
When he who rules is worthieft> aad excels 
Them whom he gorei-n*. TM« 1$: fervitHde^ 
To ferve tV tmwife, or him who hath robetI*d' 
Agdinft his wiorthiery as thine now ftrve thee^ 18^ 
Thyfelf not free, but to thyftif inthraU'dj 
"Yet lewdly dar'ft our miniftring upbraid. 
Reign thou in Hell thy kingdom 5 let me (crve ^ 

In Heav'n God ever bleft, and his divine 
Belfcfts obey, worthicft to be obey'd ; 185 

Yet chains in Hell, not realms expeft : mean wKil« 
From me returned, as erft thou faidft, from iiigbt^ 
This greeting on thy impious ereft receive. 
So fayittgj a noble ftroke he Kfted- high, 
Which hung not, but fo ^ift with terapeft fell 19^ 
On the proud cred of Satan, that no fight, 
Nor motion of fwift thought, kfs cotild his Shield 
Such niin intercept : ten paces huge 
He back recoird ; the tenth oft bended knee 
Btarmafly fpear upftay'd;- as if on earth 195 

Winds under ground, or vraters forcing way 
Sidelong had pufhM a mountain £rom 1»9 feat 
Half fimk with all his pines. Amazement feizM 
The rebel Thrones, but greater tags to fee 
Thus foird their mightieft ; ours joy fiird, and ihout^ 
Prefage of viftory, and fierce defire 
Of battel : wherea^t MicHael- bkl f»u^ 

^ Nx 7 
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Th' Arch- Angel trumpet} through the vaft of Heaven 

It founded, and the faithful aonifcs rung 

tlo&nnah to the High'il : nor ftood at gaze 105 

The adverfe legions, nor lefs hideous join'd 

The horrid ihock : now ftorming fury rofe. 

And clamor fuch as heaixi in Heaven till now 

Was never; arms on armour claihing brayM 

Vpriible difcord, and the madding wheels 2x0 

Of brazen chariots ragM ; dii-e was the noiic 

Of confli£t ; over head the difmal hifs 

Of fiery ^rts in flaming volies ilew. 

And flying vaujted either hofl with fire, 

^o under fiery cope together ru/h'd n^ 

Both battels main, with ruinous aflault 

And inextinguifhable rage ; all Heaven 

Refounded, ^nd had Earth been then, all Earth 

Had to her center fhook. What wonder ? when 

pillions of fierce encountring Angels fought axo 

On either fide, the leaft of whom could wield 

Thefe element-s, and arm him with the force 

Of all their regions : how much moi-e of power 

Army* agauift army numberlefs to raife 

prradful combyiUon warring, and difturb, %%^ 

Though not deftroy, their happy native feat; 

Had not th^ eternal King omnipotent 

From, his fbong hold of Heav'n high over-rul'd 

And limited their might; though numberM fuch 

j^, each divided legion might have feem'd 2 30 

A numerous hoft, in fbength each armed hand 

A legion, led ia fight yet leader ieem'd 
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Each wanior fingle as in chief, expert 
AVhen to advance, or ftand, or turn the fway 
*Of battel, open when, and when to clofe 435 

The ridges of grim war : no thought of flight, 
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 
That argued feai-j each on himfelf rely*d, 
As only in his arm the moment lay 
Of viftory ; deeds of eternal fame »4^ 

Were done, but infinite ; for wide was fpread 
That war and various, fometimes on firm ground 
A ftahding fight, then fearing on main wing 
Tormented all the air ; ail air feemM then 
Cdnfii6ling fire : long time in even fcale 24.5 

The battel hung ; till Satan, who that day 
Prodigious powV had ftiown, and met in arms 
No equal, ranging through the dire attack 
Of fighting Seraphim confusM, at length ' 

iBaw where the fword of Michael fmote, and fellM 150 
Squadrons at once ; with huge two-handed fway 
Brandifli'd aloft the horrid edge cam^ down 
Wide wafting; fuch deftniftion to withftand 
He hafted, and oppos'd the rocky orb 
Of tenfold adamant, his ample fhield, 155 

A vaft circumference : At his approach 
The great Arch-Angel from his warlike toil • 
SurceasM, and glad as hoping here to end 
Inteftin war in Heav'n, th' arch-foe fubduM 
Op captive dragg'd in chains, with hoftile frown 160 
And vifage all inflamM firft thus began. > 

Author of «viJ, unknown till thy revolt, '^ 

'*- N 3 . Unna^ 
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Unnam'd m Heay^u, jionr jileateousy as ihou ieeft 
Thefe afts of hateful ftiife, hateful to all. 
Though heavieil: by IxlA xneafure on thyfelf 265 

And thy adherents : how had thou didurbM 
Heav^n^s blefled tpeace, and into nature brought 
Mifeiy, uncreated till the crime 
Of thy rebellion ? JiowhaH thou inftiird 
pThy malice into thousands, once upright %jo 

And faithful, now provM falfe ? But think not here 
To trouble holy reft.; Heav'n cafts thee out 
From all her confines. Heav'n the fest of blifs 
Brooks not the works of violence and war. 
Hence then, and evil go with thee along, 475 

Thy offspring, to the place of <vil. Hell, 
Thou and thy wicked £rew; there mingle broils. 
Ere this avenging fword b(^in thy doom. 
Or fome more fudden vengeance wingM from God 
^ Precipitate thee with augmented pain. ^80 

So ipake the Prince of Angels ; to whom thus 
The Adverfary. Nor think thou with wind 
Of aery threats to awe whom yet with deed« 
Thou canft not.. Haft thou t«m'd the leaft of thefe 
.To flight, or if to fall, but that they rife 985 

UnvanquifhM, eafier to tranfafb with-me 
That thou ihouldft hope, imperious, and with threats 
To chace me hence ? err not that fo ihall end 
The ftrift which thou calPft evil, but we ftile 
/The ftrife of glory; which we mean to win^ %^ 

Or turn this Hcav'n itfelf into the Hell 
Thou fableft, here however to dwell free 
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If not to reign i mean while thy utmoft force. 
And join him nam'd Almighty to thy aid, 
I iiy not, but have fought thee far and nigh. •1^95 

Thty ended parle, aiiid both addrefs'd lor fight 
Unfpeakable^ forwhoy though with the tongue 
Of Ang^$» can relate, or to what things 
Liken on earth conipicuous, tliat may lift 
iltfwto ifmptatwm to fuch highth 309 

Of Godlike powV ? for likeft Gods they feem'd^ 
Stood they or mov'd, in Aatnce, motion, aims. 
Fit to decide the empif^ of gr«at Hfiaven. 
Now way'd their fiery lwoiid$, and in the air 
Made horrid circles $ two broad funs their ihields 305 
BlazM oppofk, wbik expe^lation Hood 
In horror i from each haad with fpeed retirM, 
Where erft was thickeft 6ght, th' angelic throng, 
And left large field, imfafe within the wind 
^ fuch commotion ; fuch as, to fet forth 3 id 

Great things by fknall, if nature's concord broke, 
Among the confteUations war were fpruttg, 
Two planets nifliifig from ttfyc6t malign 
Of fierceft .oppofition in mid iky 
Should combat, and tfieir jarring fpheres confound. 
Together both with next to* almighty arm 
Up- lifted imminent, one ftroke they aim^d 
That might determin, and not need repeat. 
As not of pow> at once $ nor odds appeared 
io might or fwift prevention : but the fword 31a 

Of Michael from the armoury of God 
Was gi«rwi htm .temperM fo, that ncJAer keen 

N 4 NV- 
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Nor folid might rcfift that edge : it met 

The fword of Satan with fteep force to fmite 

peicending, and in half cut fheerj nor ftay*d» 315^ 

But with fwift wheel revcrfe, deep entring fliar*<i 

All his right fide: then Satan firft knew pain. 

And writhed him to and fro convolved 5 fo fore 

The griding fword ^with difcontinuous wound 

PafsM through him : but th' ethereal fubftance closMy 

Not long divifible $ and from the gafli 

A ftream of ne£(aVous humor ifiuing flow'^d 

Sanguin, fuch as celeftial Spi'rits may bleed. 

And all his armour Itain'd ere while fo bright. 

Forthwith on all fides to his aid was run 335 

By Angels many and ftrong, who interposed 

Defenfe, while others bore him on their fiiields 

Back to his chariot, where it ftood retired 

From off the files of war ; there they him l;ud 

Gnafhing for anguifh and defpite and fhame, 340 

To find himfelf not matchlefs, and his pride 

Humbled by fuch rebuke, fo far beneath 

His confidence to equal God in power. 

Yet foon he heal'd } for Spi'rits that live throughout ' 

Vital in every part, not as frail man . 34^ 

In entrails, heart or head, liver or reins> . 

Cannot but by annihilating die ^ 

Nor in their liquid textuix mortal wound 

Kecelvc, |io more than can the fluid air I 

AP heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear, 35O 

All intelle^l, ali fenfe ; and as they pleafc. 

They limb themfelves, and color, ihape or fize 

, AiTumfi 
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AfTumey as likes them beft, condenfe or rare. 

Mean while in other parts like deeds deferv^d 
Memoria], where the might of Gabriel fought, 355 
And with fierce enfigns pierced the deep array 
Of Moloch furious king ; who him defyM, 
And at his chariot wheels to drag him bound 
Threaten'd, nor from the Holy One of Heaven 
Refrained his tongue blaiphemous ; but anon ^€9 

Down cloven to the wafte, with fliatter'd arms 
And uncouth pain fled bellowing. On each wing 
Uriel and Raphael his vaunting foe, ^ 

Though huge, and in a rock of diamond armM, 
VanquiihM Adramelech, and Afmadai, 36 J 

Two potent thrones, that to be lefs than Gods 
DifdainM, but meaner thoughts learnM in their flight,; 
Mangled with ghaftly wounds through plate and maiU 
Nor flood unmindful Abdiel to annoy 
Th*e atheifl crew, but with redoubled blow 37P 

Ariel and Arioch, and the violence 
Of Ramiel fcorch'd and blafted overthrew. 
I might relate of thoufands, and their names 
Eternize here on earth ; but thofe elefl 
Angels, contented with their fame in Heaven, 375 
Seek not the praife of men : the other fort. 
In might though wondrous and in a£ls of war. 
Nor of renown lefs eager, yet by doom 
Canceled from Hcav'n and facred memory, 
Nainclefs in dark oblivion let them dwell. 38^ 

For flrcngth from truth divided and from jufl, I 

lilaudable, nought merits but difpraife 

An^ 
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And ignominyt y^t to gkiy^ afpires 
Vain-gloriou«» aftid through ixufamy Tecks funtt 
'fTherefore eternal iiience be t^eir doom, 1S5 

And now their jai^^itieft ,quell*<i, the battel fwerv'd» 
With many an inroad gor'd ; deformed rout 
Entered, and foul diforder j all the ground 
With AMver'd armour flrowp, and on a heap 
phaiiot and chaiioteer lay overturned, ' 390 

And fiery foaming ibeds ^ what flood, recoil'd 
Cer-wearied, through the faint Satanic hoft 
Defenfive fcarce, or with pale feai- furpriz'd. 
Then ficft with fear furpriz'd and fenfe of pain> 
Fied ignominious, to fuch evil brought 595 

]By fm of diibbedience, till that hour 
Kot liable to fear or flight or pain, 
t^ar otlierwife th** inviolable Saints 
tn cubic phalanx firm advanced entii-e. 
Invulnerable, impenetrably arm'd ; ^^ 

»uch high advantages their innocence 
Gave them above their foes j not to have finnM, 
Not to have difobey'd j in fight they ftood 
Unwearied, unobnoxious to be painM 
Bjr wound, though from their place by violence mov^d* 
' Now hight her courfe began, and over Heaven 
Inducing darknefs, grateful tnice impos'd. 
And iilence on. the odious din of war : 
Under her cloudy covert both retired, 
yiftor and vaaquifliMi on the foughten field 4x9 

Michael and* his Angels prevalent 
Incamping, plac'd in guard their watches round, 

Cherubk 
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Cheiiibic waving fires : on th* other part 

Satan with his rebellious difaj^arM^ 

F<ar in the dark diilodg'd : and void of reft, 415 

His potentates to council caliM by ni£;ht} 

And in the midft thus undifmay^ began. 

O now in danger tiy'd, now known in arms 
Not to, be overpowVdy Companions dear, 
^ound worthy not of liberty alone, ^yQ 

Too mean pretence, but what we more afk6k. 
Honor, dominion, glory and renown ; 
Who have f»fltain'd one day in doubtful fight 
(And if one day, why not eternal days ?) 
What Heaven^s Lord had pow'rfulleft to fend 42^ 
Againft us from about his throne, and judg'd. 
Sufficient to fubdue us to his will. 
But proves not fo : tlien fallible, it feems. 
Of future we may deem him, though till now 
^Omnifcient thought. True is, lefs fiinsly arm'd, 439 
Some difadvantage we indur^d and pain. 
Till now not known, but known as foon cositexzuiM^ 
Since now we find this our empyreal form 
Incapable joi mortal injury, 

Jmperiihable, and though {uercM with wounds 435 
Soon clofing, and by native vigor heal'd. 
Of evil then £0 imall as eafy think 
The remedy $ perhaps more valid arms, 
Weapons more violent, when next we meet^ 
^ay ferve to better us, and worfe our foes« 449 

Or equal what between us made the odd^r 
In nature jione; if jother hidden caoie 

Left 
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Left them fuperiory while we can prelenre 

Unhurt our minds and underftanding ibund^ 

Due (earch and confultadon Mrill difclole. 445 

He fat ', and in th* aflembly next upftood 
Nifroch, of Principalities the prime ; 
As one he ftood efcapM from cruel fight. 
Sore toird, his riven arms to havoc hewn, 
Aiftd cloudy in afpec^ thus anfwVing fpake, 45* 

Deliverer from new Lords, leader to free 
Enjoyment of our right as Gods ; yet hard 
For Gods, and too unequal work we find, 
Againft unequal arms to fight in pain, 
Againft unpainM, impaflive ; from which evil 455 
Ruin muft needs cnfue ; for what avails 
Valor or ftrength, though matchlefs, quellM with pain 
Which all fubdues, and makes remifs the hands 
Of mightieft ? Senfe of pleafure we may well 
Spare out of life perhaps, and not repine, 4(0 

But live content, which is the calmefl life : 
But pain is perfect mifcry, the word 
Of evils, and exceflive, overturns 
All patienc e. He who therefoi-e can invent 
%Vfth what more forcible we may offend 4^5 

Our yet unwoundcd enemies, or arm 
Ourfelves with like defcnfe, to me deferves 
No lefs than for deliverance what we owe. 

Whereto with look composed Satan reply'd, 
fkk uninvented that, which thou aright 470 

Believ'ft fo main to our fuccefs, I bring. 
Which of us whto beholds the bright ftxrface 

Of 
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Of this ethereous moW whereon >ve Jftancl, 

This continent of fpacious Heav'n« adorn'd 

With plant, fruit, flow'r ambrofial, geins and gold j 

"Whofe eye fo fupcrAgially furvcys 

Thefc things, as not to mind from whence ^hey grow 

Deep under ground, materials dark and crude. 

Of fpiritous and fiery fpume, till touched 

With Heaven's ray, and temper'd they ihoot forth 4^^ 

So beauteous, opening to the ambient light ? 

Thefe in their dark nativity the deep 

Shall yield us pregnant with infernal flame j 

Which into hollow engiris long and round 

Thick-rammM, at th' other bore with, touch of fire ,, 

Dilated and infuriate, ihall fend forth . 

From far with thundering noife among our foes 

Such implements of mifchief, as (hall dafh 

To pieces, and overwhelm whatever ftands 

Adverfc, that they fliall fear we haye difarm'd 490 

The Thunderer of his only dreaded bolt. 

Nor long'ftiall ie our labor; yet ere dawn. 

Effect fhall end our wilh. Mean while revive j 

Abandon fear 5 to fti*ength and counfel join'd 

Think nothing hard, much lefs to be defpair'd. ^^m 

^ He ended, and his words their drooping chear 

InlightcnM, and their languifhM hope revived, 

Th' invention all admir'd, and each, how he 

To be th' inventor mifs'd j fo eafy' it feem'd 

t)nce found, which yet unfound moil would Ijave thought 

Impoflible : yet haply of thy race 

In futufe days, if malice &ould abound^ 

Somi 
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Some one inteiit on mifchiefy or infpirM 

With devilifli machmation, might dtvKt 

Like inftrnment to plague the Tons of men 50 c 

For fin, on war and mutual daughter bent. 

Forthwfth from council to the work they ilewx 

None arguing ftobd ; innumerable hands 

Were ready 5 in a moment up tiiey turn'd 

Wide the celeftial foil, and faw beneath 514 

Th' originals of nature in their crude 

Conception ; fu^hurous and nitrous foam 

They found, they mingled, and with (hhtle art, 

Concofted and adufted they reduc'd 

To blackeft grain^ and into ftore convey'd: 515 

Part hidden veins diggM up (nor hath this earth 

Entrails unlike) of mineral and ftooe> 

Whereof to found their engins and their balls 

Of miflive ruin } part incentive reed 

l^FoVide, pernicious, with one touch to fire.. 519 

$0 all ere day-fpring, under confcious night, 

'Secret they Hnifh^d, and in order fet. 

With filent circumfpe6lion unefpy'd. 

Now when fair morn orient in Heav'n appearM, 
ffp rofc the viftor Angels, and to arms 515 

The matin trumpet fung : in arms they flood 
Of golden panoply, refulgent iujUf 
Soon banded ; others from the dawning hills 
Lpok''d round, and £couts each coaft light-aoned icour^ 
Each quarter, to defcry the dillant foe, 530 

Where lodg^d« or whither fled, or if for fight, 
2a xQotion or in halt 1 him foon they met 

Under 
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Under fprcad en&gtkt momng aigh^ in (krar 
But finft battalion ; back witk 4»«oditil fiktl 
gSophiel, of Cbambbn the fmifteft wi^ff* Si$ 

Came fly'ingy awd in mid air aloud ^ii» ciry*d« 

Aroi» Wanrioray Aran for fight } t{ielbeatto»l» . 
Whom flod vm tkoi|ght» wiU jQtve ii« lm§ fwSwt 
This day ( Heir not bis €ig\n} ib lliick « (J^iui 
i{o comes» and fettled in hia face I kc . 54# 

Sad refithition and fieeare : let each 
His adamantin coat gisd weU,. and eadi 
Fit well bit belniy gvipe hA hi a orbed fliidd^ 
Borne ev*n or high ^ for this day will pour doM^ 
|f I coitt}o6fat» ought, no drizling fhower^ 5f{ 

But rattting ftonn of arrows barb'd witk fiie* 

So wam*d h^ them awiaie tbcmlelvcsy and iboft 
In order^ quit of all impediment ; 
Inftant without difhiri> they took ibam^ 
And onvard mov'd imbattePd x when bdiold ■ |5# 
Not diftant far with heavy pace the foe 
Approaching grofs and lnige> in hollow cabe 
Training his deviliih engtmry, impaled 
On every fide with fhadowing fqnadxona deqi^ . . 
To hide the Fraud. At interview bodi Aood *sf^ 
Awhile^ but fuddenly at bead a^>ear*d 
Satan, and thus was heard commanding loud* 

Vanguard^ to right and left the front unfold } 
That all aay fee who hate us, how wo ftek 
peace and conqioiure, and witk open bvcaft 5(6 

Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Our orerturct and turn aot back.p^i9vft| 

Br' 
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But that I doubt; however witncfs Heaven, 
Heaven witn^s thou anouy vdiile we difcharge 
Fi^iy our part ; ye who a4>pointed ftand, ^6$ 

Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch 
What we propound, and loud ^at sdl may hear« 

So (co&ig in ambiguous words, he (barce 
Had ended s when to right and left the itont. 
D^ded, and to either flank retired : 5/0 

Which to our eyes difcoverM* new and flrange, 
A triple mounted row of pillars laid 
On wheels i(for like to pillars moft they ieem^d. 
Or l^low^d bodies made of oak or fir, 
JiVith branches lopt, in wood or mountain fellM) 575 
Brafs, iron, ftony mold, had not^their mouths 
Withdiideous orifice gap^d on^s wide,. 
Portending hollow truce : at each behind 
A Seraph ilood, aiid in his* hand a reed 
^tfod wiving tipt with fire j while we fuipenfe 5(0 
Collected ftood within oiu: thoughts amusM, 
Not long^ for fudden all at once their reeds 
Put forth, and to a narrow vent apply'd 
With ni^eeft touch. . Immediate in a flame, 
^ut foon: obfeur'd with fmokc, all .Heaven appeared. 
From thofe deep thix>ated engins belchM, whofe roar 
ImboweTd with outrageous noife the air, 
And 2(11 her entrails tore, difgorging foul 
Their deviliih glut, chain-d thunderbolts and hail 
^f iron globes; which on the Ti61:or hoSt 590 

Leverd, with fuch impetuous fury fmote. 
That whoij| they hit^ noncon their feet might ftand^ .. 
i. ' Though 
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Though ftanding clfe as rocks» but down they* fell 
By thoufands, Angel on Arch- Angel rollM 5 
The fooner for their arms 5 unarmM they might 595 
Have eafily as SpiVits evaded fwift 
By quick contra6Hon or remove j but now 
Foul difHpation followed and forc'd rout ; 
Nor fcrv'd it to relax their ferried files. * 

What (hould they do ? if on they rufliM, repulfe 609 
Repeated, and indecent overthrow 
Doubled, would render them yet more defpis'd. 
And to their foes a laughter 5 for in view 
• Stood rankM of Seraphim another row. 
In pofture to difplode their fecond tire ^05 

Of thunder : back defeated to return 
They worfe abhorrM. Satan beheld their plight, 
And to his mates thus in derifion callM. 

O Friends, why come not on thefe vigors proud ? 
firewhile they fierce were coming; and when we, 610 ' 
To entertain them fair with open front 
Ami breaft (what could we more ?) propounded term* 
Of compofition, ftrait they changM their minds. 
Flew off, and into ftrange vagaries fell. 
As they would dance ; yet for a dance they feera'd6i5 
Somewhat extravagant and wild, perhaps 
For joy of offered peace ; but I fuppofe. 
If our propofals once again were heard, 
We fhoulcl compel them to a quick refult. 

To whom thus Belial in like gamefome mood* 6*9- 
Leader, the terms we fent were terms of weight. 
Of hard contents, and full of JForce urg'd home, 
*V0L. I,' O Sue' 
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Such as we might perceive amus'd them all. 
And ftumbled many ; who receives them right, 
Jiad need from head to foot well unckrftand } 635 

Not underftood, this gift they have belides. 
They ftiow us when our foes walk not upright* 

So they among themfelves in pleafant vein 
Stood fcofEng, highten*d in their thoughts beyond 
^1 doubt of vi6bory ; eternal might ijtf 

To match with their inventions they prefum^d 
So eafy\ and of his thunder made a fcorn. 
And ail his hoft derided, while they flood 
A while in trouble: but they ftood not longj 
JP^e prompted them at length, and found them arms 631 
Againft fuch helli(h mifchief fit to' oppofe. 
Forthwith (behold the excellence, the power. 
Which God hath in his mighty Angels placM) 
Their aims away they threw, and to the hills 
(For Earth hath this variety from Heaven 64^ 

Of pleafure fituate in hill and dale) 
Light as the lightning glimpfe they ran, they flew i 
From their foundations loofning to and fro 
They pluck'd the feated hills with all their load. 
Rocks, waters, woods, and by the ihaggry tops 645 
^p-lifting bore them in their hands : Amaze, 
Be fure, and terror feisM the rebel hoft. 
When coming towards them fo dread they faw 
The bottom of the mountains upward tuiu'd ; 
Till on thofe'curfed engins triple-row ^50 

They few tkem whelmM, and all their confidence 
Under the wd|;ht of mouxitajns buried deep j 

ThemfelYCi 
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Themfelves invaded next, and on their heads 
Main promodtoiies flung, which in the air 
iCftme UttBAamngj and o^prefsM whole legions arm*d $ 
Theh» ftftocrm- help'd their hana, cru(hM in and bi^is^d 
Into their fubftance pent^ whith wrought them pain ' 
Impliacable, and many a dolorous groan. 
Long ftitigling underneath, ere they could wind 
<Dtit of fuch pris'n^ though Spi'rits of pureft light, 660 
Pinrft at firft, now grofs by (inning grown. 
The reft in imitation to like arms 
Betook -them, and the neighbVing hills uptore $ 
So hills amid the air encounterM hills 
"R^rrd to and fro with jaculation dire, 66$ 

That under ground they fought in difmal (hadej 
Tniiemal noife; war feem'd a civil game 
Tor this uproar ; horrid confufion heapM 
Upon tfonfiiiion rofe : and now all Heaven 
ftsid gone to wrack, Mrith ruin overfpread j 676 

Had not th* almighty Father, where he fits 
Shrined: in his fanftuary of Heav'n fecure, 
Confulting on the fum of things, forefeen 
This tumult, and permitted all, advis'd 1 
That his great purpofe he might fo fulfil, 675 

To honor his anointed Son aveng'd 
Upon his enemies, and to declare 
All pow'r on liim transferred ; whence ta his Son 
Th* afleiTor of his throne he thus began. 
^ fiffulgenc^ofmy gldry. Son belov'd, 68^ 

Son in whofe face invtfible is be£eeld 
Vifibly, what by deity I am, 

O * And 
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And in whofe hand what by decree I do. 
Second Omnipotence, two days are paft, 
Two days, as we compute the days of Heaven, 685 
Since Michael and his PowVs went forth to tame 
Tfiefe difobedient : fore hath been their fight. 
As likelieft was, when two fuch foes met arm^d { 
For to themfelves I left them, and thou know^ft, 
.£qual in their creation they were form'd, 690 

Save what iinhath impaired, which yet hath wrought 
Infenfibly, for I fufpend their doom; 
Whence in perpetual fight they needs muft laft 
Endlefs, and no folution will be found: 
-War wearied hath perform'd what war can do, ^95 
And tO' diforder'd rage let loofe the reins. 
With mountains as with weapons armM, which makes 
Wild work in Heav'n, and dangerous to the main* 
Two days are therefore paft, the third is thine % 
JF<m: thee I have ordained it, and thus far 700 

Have fuffer'd, that the glory may be thine 
Of ending this great war, fince none but Thou 
Can end it. Into thee fuch virtue' and grace 
Immenfe I have transfusM, that all may know 
Id Heav'n and Hell thy pow'r above compare j 705 
And this perverfe commotion govern'd tlius. 
To manifcft thee worthieft to be Heir 
Of all. things, to be Heir and to be King 
By facred un6lion, thy defended right. 
po then thou Mightieil in thy Father^s might, 710 
Afcend my chariotj guide the rapid wheels 
That Ihake Heav'n's bafl$, bring forth all my \var. 

My 
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My bow and thunder^ ihy almighty arms 
Gird oily and fword upon thy puiflant thigh ; 
furfue thefe fons of darknefsy drive them out 715 
From all Heay*n*s bounds into the utter deep s 
Thei-e let ^them learn, as likes them, to defpi(e 
'God ^nd MeiHah his anointed king. 

He iaidy and on his Son with rays dire6b 
jShone full ; he all his Father full exprefsM jt^ 

Ii\efiahly into his face received { 
And thus the filial Godhead anfw^nng fpake. 

O Father, O Supi-eme of heav'nly Thrones, 
Firft, Htgheft, Holieft, Beft, thou always feek'fk 
Tq glorify thy Son, I always thee, 725 

As is moft juf^ ; this 1 ray glory* account. 
My exaltation, and my whole delight, . . 

That thou in me well pleasM, declar'ft thy will 
Fulfiird, which to fulfil is allmy blifs. 
6cepter and powY, thy giving, I aflume, 73d 

And gladlier^ ihall refign, when in the end 
Thou ihalt be all in all, and I in thee 
For ever, and in me all whom thou lov^ft : 
But whon\ thou hat' ft, I hate, and can put on 
^hy terrors, as I put thy mildnefs on, 73 j 

Image.of thee in all things ; and fhall (bon, 
Arm'd with thy might, rid Heav'u of thefc rebeird, 
To their preparM ill maniion driven down, 
To chains of darknefs, and th' undying worm, 
That from thy juft obedience could revolt, 74.0' 

Whom to obey is happinefe entire. 
Then (hall thy 3aints umniqc*d, and from th\ impure..: 
* ^ O J Far 
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Far fcparatc, circling thy holy mount 
Unfeigned Halleluiahf) tp thee fing, 
"iHymns of high praife, and I among them chief. 745 

So fai4y he o''ar his feepter bowings rofe 
From the right hiund of glory where he fat ; 
And the third facred ^norn began to (hine, [fnukl 
Dawning through Heaven : forth ru&M wkh wbiximnd 
#rte chariot of p^ernal Deity, 75b 

Flaihing thick flames, ivhecl within wheel ondn^wn^ 
Itfelf inftifi6V with Spirit, but coavoy'd 
By four Chei^bic ^apes ; four fac^s each 
Had woadroHt ; as w^ ftars their bodies all 
l^qd wings were fet with eyes* with eyes the wlie«Is^ ' 
Of beril, and canreering fires between f 
Over their head^ a cryftal firm^^nent, 
Whereon a faphir throoie, iaiaid with purs 
Amber, and colors of the ihowVy arclu 
jl^in celeftial panoply s^l arm'd 76^ 

Of radiant Urim, work divinely wrought, 
Afcended j at his right hand vi&ory 
Sat eagle-wisig*d ; be&de him hung his bov 
And quiirer with three-^bpltcd thunder fliQr'dy 
An^ from about him fierce efFufion rolled ^€5 

Of fmoke s^id bickering flame and fparkles dire : 
Attended with ten thoufand llio>ifiind Saints, 
He onward came, far aS his coming fhoaej 
And tw^ty thoufand (I their number heard) 
eh^iots of Qod, half on each hand were feea 3 77 a 
He on the wings of Cherub rode fiiblime ' 

On the cryftalim fkj, in, faphir thrQn*d« 

Illuftrious 
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Illuftrious hr and wide, but by his own 

Firft feen ; them unexpe6led )oy rurpris'd> 

•M^en the great enUgn of MelHah blaz'd 775 

Aloft by Angels borne, hh fign in Heaven } 

Under whofe condu^ Michael foon reduced 

His army, circumfusM on either wing. 

Under their Head imbodied all in one. 

fi/sfort him pow'r divine his way prepared ^ 7S9 

At his command tb* uprooted hills retired 

Each to hi^ place ^ they heard his voice, and went 

Obfequious ; Heaven his woated face renewM» 

And vith frefli flowerets hiU and valley fmil'd. 

^F&is faw his haplc^ foes, but Aood obdur'd, 785 

And to rebellioua fight rallied their Powers 

Infenfate^ hope concexvixig from defpair. 

In hea^nly Spi'rits could fuch perv6rfenef& dwell ? 

But to CQfivince die proud what iigns avails 

fito'.'wonders more th' obdurate to relent ? 7.9^ 

They hardened more by what might moii: reclame, 

Grieving to ^e his glocy, at the iight 

Took envy ; and afpiring to hi« highth, 

Stood reinabattefd fierce, by force or frauid 

T/iTkemng to pioiper, and at length prevail 795 

Againft God and Meffiah, or to fiidl 

In univerfal ruin laft } and now 

To final battel drew, diicbuaing flight. 

Or faint retreat ; when the great Son of God 

To all his hoft on either hand thus fpake. 800 

Stand ftiil in bright array, ye Saints, here ftand 
Ye Angek lurm'd* tlm day from battel xeft { . 
' - O 4 Faithful 
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Faithful hath been your vrarfai-e, and of God 

Accepted, fcarlefs in his righteous caufe. 

And as ye have received, fo have ye done 805 

Invincibly 5 but of this curfed crew 

The punifhraent to other hand belongs ; 

Vengeance is his, or whofe he fole appoints j 

Number to this day's work is not ordained 

Nor multitude; ftand only and behold Si^ 

God's indignation on thefe Godlefs pour'd 

By me ; not you but me they have defpis'd. 

Yet envied 5 againft me is all their rage, 

Becaufe the Father, f whom in Hcav'n fupreme 

K^ingdom and pow'r and glory appertains, $1^ 

Hath honorM me according to his will. 

Therefore to me their doom he hath afiign'd j 

That they may have their wifli, to try with me 

In battel which the ftronger proves, they all» 

Or I alone againft them, fince by ftrength 8Ad 

They meafure all, of other excellence 

Not emulous^ nor care who them excels ; 

Nor other ftrife with them do I vouchfafe. 

So fpake'the Son, and into terror changed 
^His countenance too fevere jto be beheld> S15 

And full of wrath bent on his enemies* 
At once the Four fpreatf out their ftarry wings 
With dreadful ihade contiguous, and tlie orbs 
Of his fierce chariot roU'd, as with the found 
pf torrent floods, or of a numerous hoft. S)^ 

He on his impious foes right onward drove. 
Gloomy as ni^ht j uxMier his burning wbeelt 

• ' The 
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The ftedfaft empyrean (hook throughout, 

Aii but the throne itfetf of God* FuUfoon 

;Among them he anir^d, in his right hand -. 835 

Grafping ten thoufand thunder^y which he fent 

Before him,' fuch as in their fouls infixM 

Places ) they aftoniih^d all refiftance loft. 

All courage $ down their idle weapons dropt ^ 

0*er ihields and helins and helmed heads he. rode 84^ 

Of Thrones and mighty Seraphhn proftrate, 

That wiihM the mountsuns now might be again 

Thrown on them as a Ihclter from his irCr 

Nor lefs on either fide tempeftuous fell 

Hip arrows, from the fourfold-vifag'd Four 845 

Diftinft with eyes, and from the living wheels 

Diftinft alike with multitude of eyes 5 

One Spirit in them rul'd, and every eye 

GlarM lightning, and fhot forth pernicious fire 

Among th' accurs'd, that withered all their (trength, 85© 

And of their wonted vigor left them drained, 

Exhaufterf, fpiritlefs, affliaed, falPn. 

Yet half his ftrength he put not forth, but checked 

His thunder In mid volyj for he meant 

K<yt to deftroy, but root them out of Heaven t ^SS 

The overthrown he raisM, and as a herd 

Of goats or timorous flock together throng'd 

Drove them before him thunder- ftruck, purfued 

With terrors and with furies to the bounds 

And cryftal wall of Heaven, which opening wide, 86a 

Roird inward, and a fpacious gap difclosM 

Into the wafteful deeps thf monibroufr fight '' 

X •. . Struck 



Struck them witk hofiFor backv^rd* but fair wrfe 
Urg'd thep bekia4 ; headloRg then^vet ti^jr tkrev 
P<!wii from the verge of Heav^a | etemai wntk S65 
Burnt a^ter ^em to the bottomkls fit. 

Hell heard Ih' nnfuffierabie noife. Hell faw 
Heay*n mining from Heaven, and woald have fled 
Affrighted^ hnt AnStizm had caft too deq> 
SfS* duk foiuad«tiona» and too hA had bound. S7# 
Nine days they fioill ; confounded Chaos roar'd> 
And f^t tenfold confufioa in their fall 
Through hisL wild anajrchyy fo huge a rout 
Incumbered him imth ruin : Hell at lafl 
Y^tymlng pe««iv'd them whok» and on ^lem closMi 
Hell th^ fit habitation fraught wkh fife 
Unquenchable^ the houie of woe and pain> 
PifburdenM Heaven rejoicM, and fqon lepair^d 
Her mural breach, returning whence it £oU^d. 
§ole vi£l:or from th* expulfion of hts foes S9t 

Meiliah his triumphal chariot tumM : 
To meet him all bis Saints, who (ilent ftood 
Eyf-witneiles of his almighty afts. 
With jubilee advancM; and as they went, 
Shaded lyUh branching palm, each order bright, SS5 
Sung triumph, and him fung vi6U>nous King, 
Son, Heir^ and Lord, to him ddminion giveuy 
W orthieft to reign : he celebrated rode 
Triumphant through mid Heav'n, into the courts 
jfljid temple of his mighty Father thron'd S9ft 

On high ; who into glory him received. 
Where no^ he ilia at the right iMBd of blifa* : 

Thua 
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Thus meafuring things in Heav'n by things on Earth, 
At thy itqueft, and that thou may^ft beware 
By what is paft, to thee I have revealM S95 

What might have elfe to human race been hid ; 
The difcord which befel, and war in Heaven 
Among th' Angelic Pow'rs, and the deep fall 
Of thofe too high afpinng, who rebeird 
With Satan ; he who envies now thy ftate, 900 

Who now is plotting how he may feduce 
Thee alfo from obedience, that with him 
BereavM of happinefs thou may^ft partake 
His punifhment, eternal mifery ; 
Which would be all his folace and revenge, 905 

As a defpite done againfl the moft High, 
Thee once to gain companion of his woe. 
But liften not to his temptations, warn 
Thy weaker 5 let it profit thee to' have heard 
By terrible example the reward 910 

Of difobediencc j firm they might have ftood. 
Yet fell i remember, and fear to tranfgrefs. 



THB END OF THE SIXTH BOOK* 



THE 



SEVENTH BOOK " 



O F 



PARADISE LOST. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

Ilaphad at tho reqtieft of Adam rdates how aad where- 
fore this world was firft cfeattd; that God, after the 
expelling of Satan and his Angels out of Heaven^ 
declared his pleafure to create another world and 
other creatures to dwell therein j fends his Son with 
glory and attendance ot Angels to perform the work 
of creation in fix days : the Angels celebrate with 
hymns the performance thereof, and his reafcenfion 
into Heaven* 
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DESCEND ffom Heav'n, Urama, by that name 
If rightly thou art callM, whofe voice divine 
Following, above th* Olympian hill I foar. 
Above the flight of Pegafean wing. 
^The meaning, not the name I call : for thou t 

Nor of the Mufes nine, nor on the top 
Of old Olympus dwell'ft, but heav'nl'y bom» 
Before the hills appeared, or fountain flowM, 
Thou with eternal Wifdom didft converfe, 
Wifdom thy fifter, and with her didft play 10 

In prefencc of th' almighty Father, pleasM 
With thy celeftial fong. Up led by thee 
Into the Heav'n of Heav*ns I have pitfumM, 
An earthly gueft, and drawn empyreal air, 
Xky tempering; with like fafety guided down tj 

Return me to my native element : 
Left from this flying fteed unrein'd, (as once 
Bellerophon, though from a lower clime) 
Difmounted, ob th* Aleian field t fall 
Bironeotit there to wander and forlorn. id 

Half yet remains unfung, but narrower bound 
Within the yl&bk diunialfphere) 
'^ .^ Standip'' 
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Standing on earth, not rapt above the pole. 

More fafe I fing with mortal voice, unchang'd 

Tohoarft or invrtc, though fttir-aoqr evil days, • 25 

On*evil days though fall'n, and evif tongues j 

In darknefs, and with dangers compafs'd round. 

And folitude J yet not ahme, .v5hile;l^ou . ; 

Vifit'ft my {lumbers nightly, or when mom 

Purples the eaft : ftill govern thou my fong, 30 

iJrauia, and' fit audience find, Uiough few. 

But drive far off the barbarous diffonance 

Of Bacchus and his revelers, the race 

Of that wild rout that tore the Thracian bard 

In Rhodoj)e, where woods and rocks had ears 35 

To rapture, till the favage clamor drown'd 

Both harp and voice 5 nor could the Mufe defend 

Her fon. So fail not thou, who thee implores : 

For thou art heav'nly, fhe an empty dream. 

-^ -Say Goddefs, what enfued when Raphael, 40 

The afFable;Arch-Angel, had forewarned 

Adam by dire example to beware 

Apoftafy, by wliat. befel in Heaven 

To thofe apollates, left the like befal 

Jij Parad^fe to, Adam or his race 45 

Charged not to touch. the interdicted tree. 

If they t»a^>fgrefs, and flight that fole command. 

So eafily obey'd amid the choice 

Of all taftes elfe to pleafe their appetite, 

Yjjough wandering. He with his conforted Eve $9 

The ftoiy iieard attentive, and was fiU'd * 

With admiration and deep nmfe, tg |iear ... 

, . ' Of 
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Of things Co high &nd ftrange» things to their thought 

So unimaginable as- hate in Heaven, 

;^d war fo near the peace of God in blifs 55 

With fucii confufion : but the evil foon 

Driven back redounded as a flood on thofb 

From whom it fpmng, impollible to mix 

With bleifednefs. Whence Adam foon repeal'd 

VDie dotibts tRat in his heart' aix>re : and now 60 

Led on, yet finlefs, with deilre to know 

What nearer might concern him, how this world 

Of Heav'n sOld Earth confpicuous firft began. 

When, and whereof created, for what caufe. 

What within Eden or without was done C5 

Before his memory,' as one whofe drouth 

Yet fcarce allay'd ftill '^es the current ftream, 

Whofe liquid murmur heard new thii-ft excites, 

Pf6ceeded thus to aik his heavenly gueft. 

c Greai things, and full of wonder in our ears, 76 

Far differing from this world, thou haft revealM, 

Divine interpreter, f by fator fent • 

Down from the eofpyrHn to forewarn ' 

Us timely* of wiotin^'ht elfe have bean iMir Idfs, 

^j|knpi|^» which hwaan knowledge coiald not reach : 

For whiqji tQth' ioiioitely Good we owe 

Immortal thanks^ and his admoniihmdnt 

Keceive ^4th folemn purpofe to obfenre • .' 

Immutably his foyran wiU« the end . . ' .: 

fi^ what we.$u:e« Bnt fmce thou haft touchlaf Vi .8^ 

Gently for our inftru^on to impart 

Things ab<^y«;evtWj tfegygbt, ^^d^ygt^Sfilicprn'd. • 

-,yfL. I. ' ' P Ou- 
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Our knpwing, a$ tq higheft wifclom feem'ds 
Deign to defcend now loweif, and relate 
Ayhat may no lefs perhaps avail us knovp^.^ . I| 

How firft began this Heav-n wiiich we behold 
Diftant fo high> with moving fires adom*d 
Innumerable, and this which yields or fills 
All fpacc, the ambient air wide ii^terfus'd 
]^mbracii\g round this florid earthy what paufe. 99 
MovM the Creator in his hpiy reft 
Through all eternity fo latq to build 
In Chaos, and the work begun, how fooiv 
AbfolvM, if unforbid thou mayjft unfold 
What we not to explore the fecrets aik ^f 

Of his eternal empire, but the more 
To magnify his works, the-mor? we know. . 
And the great light of day yct^ wants to nm 
Much of his race though fteep; fi^^enfe in Hoavci^ . 
Hield by thy voice, thy^pptent vpice, . l\e he9i9» loa 
And ipnger will delay to heav thee, tell ^ 
His generation, and the riiiAg 1>i|lli , 
Of Nature from the luiapparent doepb ~ 
Or i^ thi^ ftaj: of ey^ing^andtheimoon 
H^e.tgi thy audience^ .night.widi iier wiU Mng 105 . 
Silence, and deep Uft'ning to thee will* watcby 
Or we can bid his abfence, till thy fong 
End, and difmifs thee ere the monung ihine« 
Thus Adam his illuftrious gueft beibught": 
And thus the Godlike Angel anfwerM mild. no 

This alfo thy requeft with caution aflt'd 
Obtaia : though to Fccownt sdmighty works 

Wh*t 



What words or tongue of Sfiraph can Aifficc^ 

Or li«aii^ of man fufHce to comprehend? - 

li^etiwhat thou «9nft attai^^ >which boft.may fenre 1x5 

To glorify the maker^ and infer 

Thee alfo happier, Ihall not be withheld 

Thy he«mg^ ^h commi^on froin above 

I have received, to anfwer thy defire 

Of knowledge within bounds; beyond abftain i%9- 

To aik, nor let thine own invention hope 

Things not revealM, whith th' invHible King, 

Only omnifcient, hath fupprefsM in night. 

To none communicable in Barth of Heaven s 

Bn«ugh is left befides to learch and know. 125 

But knowledge is as food, and- needs no lefs 

Her temperance' over appetite, to knc^w 

In meafure what idle mind! may well contain 3 

OppreiTes elfe with furfeit,: and foon turns 

^Vifdom.to fblly^, as nouriihment to wind* 1^9 

Know then, that after Liictfar from Heaven . 
(So call iiim, br^ter once amidft the hoft 
Of Angels, than that ftar the ftars among) •_ 
Fell with hia flaming legtont thrbugh the deep 
Iifto fis placc^, and the- ^eat- Son retunCd ^39 

Vi£lorious wtidkhta Saints, th! omnipotent 
Eternal Father from bit throne beheld 
Thdr multitude, aad-toihis- Son .thus fpakc- 

At lead our envious foe bith^fail'd^ who thought 
Alfclikehimfelf rebelltou9} by whofeiud . 140 

This inaccefllble higfeftren^h, the feat ' " 
Of deity fupreme^ ut di^«aef9'd,> . ^: . j .' 

. V P » He 
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He trafted to haveTefe'S; Wd ifitiv'fratid 

Drew many, whdA- Aiit* jdac* knows here rio more; 

Yet'fa^ the greater part hiVfr kept, I fee i^$ 

Their ftation, Heav'n yet po^loil« retfiiiift 

Number fufficient to poflcfs her realms 

Though wid*, and this higk temi^le to freqiiettt " 

With minifteries dileandfokmrt ritcSi ' . 

Jfa^ left His heart exalt lihtt in the harm 1 50 

Already done, to have dil]^opled Heatr'n, 

My damage fondly deemed, I can repair 

That detriment, if titeh it be to lofe • ' 

Self-loft, and in a moment will create 

Another world, out of one man a raca J55 

Of men innumerable, there to dweii. 

Not here, till by degrees of merit ra*8*d 

They opeto to themfelves at length ite-way 

Up hither, uiider long obcdieftce try'-d^ 

,Ai*i Earth be changed to Heav'n, and Heav'n to Earth, 

One kingdom, joy and union without Jcnd. 

Mean while- inhaWt kx, ye Pow'fs of Heaven* . 

And thou my Word, begotten Son, byih^ 

This I jierform, fpeak tktfOi and be it doae« 

Mf overihadowing'Spi'rit and might with thee * ^6$ 

1 fend along? ride forth, 'and biid the dtxp 

Within appointed bound* be Heaven and Earthy 

Boundlefs- tlie deep^ btca;ufe I»am :wfa9 fiU 

Infinitude, nor vdcuoiis the fpace* 

Though I tmiirciimfcribM myfelf Teti«, xjo 

And put not fa»k my goodnefs which, is &ee 

To aft or not, ncceffity and thance ... 

f Ap^ach 
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Approach not me, and what I will is fate. 
So fpake th' Alnjighty, and tp w^^j he fpake 

J His Word, the filial Godhead, gave cffeft. 175 

Immediate are the a£ls of God, more fwift 
Than time or motion, but to human ear« 
Cannot without procefs of fpeech be told. 
So told as earthly notion can receive. 

^Great triumph and rejoicing was in Heaven, lio 

AVhen fuch was heard declared th' Almighty's will j 
Glory they fung to the moft High, good-will 
To future men,' and in their dwellings peace ; 
Glory to him, whofe juft avenging ire 
Had driven out th' ungodly from his fight 1J5 

And th' habitations of the juftj to him '' 

Glory and praife, whofe wifdom had ordain'd 
Good out of evil to create, inftead 
Of Spi'rits malign a better race to bring 
Into their vacant room, and thence diffufe 194 

*ifis good to worlds and ages rnfinitc. 

So fan^ the Hierarchies : Mean while the Soii 
On his great expedition now appear*d. 
Girt with omnipotence, with radiance cr6wn*d * 

Of majefty divine 5 fapicnce and love 195 

^Immenfe, and all his Father In him (hone. 
About his chariot numberlefs were pourM 
Cherub and Seraph, Potentates and Thrones, 
And Virtues^ winged Spi*rits,- and chariots wing'd ^ 
From th' armoury of God, where ftand of old i6# 

'Myriads between two braten mountains lodged 
Againft a folemii day,hamefs'd at hand, 
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CelefHal ecfnipage ; and now came forth 
Spontaneous^ for witfain them Spirit HirM, 
' Attendant on their Lord : Hear'n openM wide %6$ 
Her ever during gates, harmonious fomid 
On golden hinges moving, to let forth 
The King 6f Glory in his pow'rfiil Word 
And Spirit coming to create new Worlds. 
^ On heav'rily ground they ftocd, arid from the fliore »io 
'they view'd the vaft immcafurable abyfs * 
Outrageous as a fea, dark, waftefiil, wild. 
Up from the "bottom tum'd by furious winds 
.And fur^ng waves, as piountairs, to afTauIt 
Heav'n's highth, and with the center mix the pole. 

Silence, ye troubled waves, and thou deep, peace. 
Said then th' omnific Word, your difcord end ; 
Nor ftay'd, but on the wings of Cherubim 
Uplifted, i^ paternal glory rode 
Far into Chaos,, and the world unborn^ ^Z29 

For phaos heard h^ voice : him all his train. 
Followed in bright proceflion to behold 
Creatiqii, and the wonders of his might. 
Then ftayM the fervid wheels, and in his hand 
He took the golden compalTes, prepar''d .225 

In God*s eternal fiprpy, to ciccumfcribe 
This ni^erfe, and aJl created things : 
One foot he centered,, and the other tum''d 

JBLpund thrqug^ ^e vaft profundity obfcure,. 
And f^id, Th;us far. extend, . thus far thy boundsi^ »3« 
This be thy Jwft circumference,, O world- 

ISThus fiod the Hcav'n cr^ttd, thus the Earth, 

Matter 
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Matter uftform'd and voiil : Darknefs profound 
CoverM th' afcyft : but on the watry calm 
^fc brooding wings the Spirit of God outfpread, 235 
And vital virtue' inAis'd, and vital warinth 
Throughbut the fluid mafs, but downward purg'd 
The black tartareous cc(ld infernal dregs 
Advcrfe to life : thfen founded, then conglob'd 
^ike things to like, the reft to feveral place 240 

Difparted, and between fpun out the air, 
And Earth feff-balanc'd on her center hung. 

Let tflcre be light, faid God, and forthwith light 
Ethereil, fit^ of things, quinteffence pure 
'feprung from the deep, and from hei* native eaft 24^ 
To journey through the aety gloom began, 
Sphcr'd in a radia:nt cloud, for yet the fun 
Was not ; (he in a ctoudy tabernacle 
SoJoum'<f the while. God faw the light was good ; 
"And light from darknefs by the hemifphtre 250 

Divided: light the day, and darknefs night 
He nam'd. Thus was iht firft day ev*n and mom : 
Nor paft uncelebrated, nor unfung 
By the celeftiai quires, when orient light 
Exhaling firft from darknefs they bbheld ; 255 

Birth-(£ay of Heav'n and Earth ; with joy and ffiout 
The hollow' univerfal orb they fill'd. 
And touch'd their golden harps, and hymning prais'^d 
God and ius wbrks. Creator him they fung. 
Both when firft evening was, and when firft mom. 260 

Again, God faid, let there be firmament 
Amid the Waters, 9Ad let it divide 

P 4 The 
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The voters from the waters : and God made 

The firmament, expanfe of liquid, pyre» 

Tran^arent, elemental air, diffusM ^65 

In circuit to the uttennoft convex 

Of this great round c partition firm and fure. 

The waters underneath from tho£b abore 

Dividing ; for as earth, fo he the world 

Built on circumfluous waters calm, in wide 170 

Chryftallin ocean, and the loud mifhile 

Of Chaos far removM, left fierce extremes 

Contiguous might diilemper the whole frame s 

And Heav'n he nam*d the firmament : So evea 

And morning chorus fung the fecond day. 275 

The earth was formM, but in the womb a8 yet 
Of waters, embryon immature involved, 
Appeai-M not : over all the face of earth . 
Main ocean flowed, not idle, but with warm 
Prolific humor foft'ning all her globe, 2 So 

Fermented the great mother to conceive. 
Satiate with genial moifture, when God faid» 
Be gatherM now ye waters under Heaven 
Into one place^ and let dry land appear. 
Immediately the mountains huge appear 285 

Emergent, and their broad bare backs upheave 
Into the clouds, their tqps afcend the iky : 
So high as heaved the tumid hills, fo low 
Down funk a hollow bottom broad and deepy 
Capacious bed of waters : thither they «9« 

Hafted with glad precipitance, uproird 
As drops on duii conglobipg from the 4ry i 



Part 



r> 



B<kok yiK PA R A DI S E B as TT ttf 

part rife in ciyftal wdl, or ridge dir(B$,; ' ' 

For hafte $ fuch flight the great command im^irefs^d 

On the fwift flood$ : as armies *at the call 295 

pf trumpet (for of arrfiies thou haft heard) 

Troop (o their ftandard* fo the watiy thcong. 

Wave rolling after wive^ where way they founds 

If fteep» with torrent rapture, :if through; plain» 

$oft-ebbing; nor wlthftood them rock br hillj -3041 

Butithey, or under gt-ound, or circuit wide . 

With ferpcnt error wand'ring, found their way. 

And on the wafhy oofe deep channels wore i 

Eafy, ere God had bid the ground be dry, 

AH but within thofe banks, where livers now jof 

Stream, and perpetual draw their humid train* , 

The dry land, earth, and the great receptacle , 

Of congregated waters he caird Teas : 

And.faw that it was good, and faid. Let th^ earth 

^ut forth the verdant grafs, herb yielding feed, 3t« 

And fruit-tree yielding fruit after her kind, 

Whofe feed is in herfelf upon the earth, . 

He fcarce had faid, when the bare earth, till then 

Defert and bare, unfightly, unadorned, 

fought forth the tender grafs, whofe verdure clad 315 

Her univerfal face with pleafant green. 

Then herbs of every leaf, that fudden flow'r'd 

Opening, their various colors, and made gay 

Her bofom fmelling fweet : and thefe fcarce blown, ^^ 

JUwth florifh'd thick the cluftring vine, forth crept 3«« 

The fmelling gourd, up flood the corny reed 

JmbatteVdii^ he|r field, and th' humble ihruby 

... " Andl 
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And bufh with frieled hair implich : lift 
Roh at in dance the fbtely trees, and fpread' 
Their branches hong tHth copious fruit, or gemm*d 
Their bloflbms : with high woods the hills were crownM, 
With tufo the valleys, and each fountain fide. 
With hordtn long the rivers t that earth now 
Seemed like to Heaven, a feat where Gods might dwell. 
Or wander widi delight, and love to haunt 3^0 

Her facredihades : though God had yet not rain'd 
Upon the earth, and man to till the ground 
Kone was^ but from the earth a dewy mift 
Went up and watered all the ground, and each 
I*l4nt of fW field, which ere it was in th' earth 335 
God mad^, and every herb, before it grew 
On the green Acm ; God faw that it was good : 
So ev'n and morh recorded the third day. 

Again iK* Akrwghty fpake. Lief there be lights 
W%h in tV expanfe of Heaven, to divide 340 

The day fwtn tiigirt 5 and let them be fbr figns. 
For feafons, arid fot days, and circling years, 
And^etihembc ftfr Kghft as I ordain 
Their office in 'flie Hrmament of Heaven 
Td give fight en fhc earth ; and it was fo. 345 

And God made- two great lights, gi-catfor their nft 
To Man, thfe gi'eatcr to have rule by day, 
The lefs by liight alterh ;• and ftiade th* ftars, 
An«r fet them in the firmament of Heaven 
^9" iltumiiiate the earth, and rtilte the day " J 5© 

In their viclfRtude, and ru'e the mght, 
And light from dMrkneft to divide. ♦ God faw, 

SuiTeying 




Surye^g hw^greAt work, that it was good : 
For of cfeiedial bodies firftrthe fun 

- A migbty fphtre heframMy unli^tfome firft^ 355 
.TiiDUgh of ethei'eal mold : then form'd the moon 
Globofe, and every magnitude of. ftars. 
And fow'd ^ith ftars the Heav'n thick as a ^Id t- 
Of light by far the greater part he took, 

r Tranfplantcd from her ckmdy fliriae, and placM 3(9 
In tlie futt^s orb, made porous to receive 
And drink. the liquid light, £rm to retain 
Her gathered be^ms, great palaice now of .lights 
Hither as to t^wir fountain other ftars 
^epairi^g-, in their golden- urns draw light, 365 

And hence the morning planet gilds her horns ; 
By tin^uk-e or refle^kion they augment 
Thfir fmall peculiar, though firom human fight 
So' fu'-rcrmote, with diminution feen* 

<i¥M in his eaft the glokious lamp was f^en> 370 

Regent df day; and all th' horizon round 
In veiled with bright rays, joebnd to run 
His longitude throtighf Heav*ri'*s higjh road; the -gray 
Dawn, -and the Pleiades before him dafncM 

< Shedding fweet influence : lefs bright the moon 375 
But oppoKit In level'd wcft^ was fet 
His mirror, with full face borrowing her light 
From hina, for other light fhe needed none 
In thatttfp^fl, and ftill that diftance keeps 

'^11 night, then in the eaft her turn (he ftiines, J 38a 
RevolvM on Heav^n*s greit axle; and her reign 
With thoufiud idler lights dividual holds, 

'- With 
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With thoufand thoufand ftars^ that then ap|>earM 
Spangling the hemifphere : then firft adorn\d 

; With their bright luminaries that fet and rofe, 385 
Glad evening and glad mom crownM the fourth day. 

And God iaid. Let the waters generate 
Reptil with fpawn abundant, living fouh 
And let fowl fly above the earth, with wings 

«QifpIay*d oh the* open firmament of Heaven* 399 

And God created the great whales, and eaeh 
Soul livingv each that crept, which plenteoufiy 
The waters generated by their kinds. 
And eveiy bird of wing after his kind; 

;^ And faw that it was good, and blefs*d them, (ayingp 
Be fr^itful« multiply, and in the Teas 
And lakes and running ftreams the waters fill; 
And iet the fowl be multiply^d, on th* eaith* 
Forthwith the founds and feas, each creek and bay 

cWith fry (nnomerable fwaim, and fhoals , 400 

Of fiih that with their fins and tuning fcales 
Glide under the green wave, in fculls that oft 
J^ank the mid fea : part Tingle or with mate 
Graze the fea weed their pafture, and through ^ovet 

yO£ cojnl ftray, or (porting with quick glance 405 
Show to the fun their wav*d coats dropt with gold. 
Or in dieir pe^ly ihells. at eafe, s^ttend . 
Moift nutriment, or under rocks their food 
In jointed armour watch : on fmooth the fea}^ . 

^ Ai>d bended dolphins play : part huge of bulk 41^ 
Wallowing unwieldy*, enormous in their gate 
Tempeft the ocean : there leviathan, 

rf;:*T Hugeft 
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Hugeft of living creaturesi on the deep 

Stretch*^ like a promontory fleeps or fwimft 

Abd feems a moving land, and at hiVgilU '4'^ 

Draws in, and at hi« trunk fpoiits out « Tea. > 

Mean while die tepid citves, and fen« and fliores 

Their brood as numerous hatch, from th' egg that foon. 

Burfting with kindly rupture forth difclos'd 

Their oallow young, but feather'd foon and fledge 42©' 

They fiimm'd their pen's, and'foaring th* air Aiblime 

With ckmg defpis'd the ground, urtder a cloud 

In prd()>ei6l ^ there the eagle and the i(ork 

On cliffs and cedar tops their eyries' build: ^ . ■* 

lait loofly ^ing the region, part mate wife 415 

In ton^mon, rang'd in figure ^^^edge thtir way. 

Intelligent of feafons, and fet forth 

Their aery caravan high ovcr-feas 

Flying^ and ov«r lands with niutual wing 

Saiing their flight j fo fteefsrthe pinident crane 430. 

Her annual voyage, borne on- windif the air 

Flotesras they pafs, fannM with uBnumber*d plumes si^ 

From branch to branch the fmaUer birds with fong 

SolacM the woods, ^and fpread their painted wings 

Till ev*n, nor then the folemn nightingale 435. 

Ceaa'd i^^bling, but all night tunM her foft lays : 

Others on filver lakes and rivers bath*d 

Their do^^y breaft; the fwan with arched neck 

Between her white wings mantling proudly, rows 

Her ftate with oary feet; yet oft they quit 440 

The dank, and rifing on ftifl^ pennons, tower 

Thei^idftirealflcyc Otb«v»«xi ground • . 

«A Walk'd 
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WalkM firm ; the ^refll^d cock whef« clarion $>uiid» 
The filent heursy and. f^' other whofe gay trails * 
A4fim8 hlm» colorM .with the florid hue 445 

Of rainbows awl'ftarry' eyes. The waters thua < 
With Mi rcplcnaU'd, and the air with fowl, 
Byening and mom folemniz'd the fifth- day. 

The fixth, and of creation laft arofe 
With evening harps and matin, when GodAdd^ :45%^ 
Lot th^ earth bring forth foul living in^ h^^kind. 
Cattle and creeping things, and beaft of th* earthy 
Each in their kind. The eaith obey'd, and ftrait •< 
Opening her fertil womb teemM at a birth 
l^^iifi^merous living oreatures, perfe^ forms* 455^ 

Limb'd and fuU grown t ont of the ground up lofo. 
As from his lair th^ wild beaft whei-e he wons 
In foreft wild, in thicket, brake, or den$ 
Among the trees in pairs: .they rofe, -thjcy walkMt 
Thftcattelxn the fields an4 meadows grceni . 460: 
Thofe rare and foHtary, thefe in flocks ' 
Baflnring at once, and in broad herds upfprung. 
The; gxafly clods now calved, now half appeared 
The tawny lion, pawing to get free 
Qh hmder parts, then fprings as broke from jbonds^ * 
And rampant fliakeii his brinded mane.; the o«Bce» - 
The libbard, and the ttger^ as die mole 
Riiing, the cninxUed cwth above tihem threw 
In hiiioes : the fwift (Ug from under gix>und 
Bftve up his branching head : fc;arcift from bis mold ^fO*. 
Behemoth biggefl bom of earth upheavM 
His vaitnefs: flM6*diths^il«dMi;9DL4{>Mfiif»ftf(^«^. . . ^ 

A$- 
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A,s. pUnta: ambtgiioiw faBtmeen iea and land . 

The river horfc and fcaly ccocodile. . 

At once came fortK wlMtterer creeps thf grovndt 47^ 

Infe^l or wonn 1 thafe wavM their timber lans' 

For wings, and fnudleft lintaments exaft 

In all the liveries dedCd of fummer^s piide 

With fpots of gold and purple^ azure and green t - 

ft^efe as a liate their long dinMnfion drew, 486 

Streaking the ground with iinnous trace ; not all 

Minims of nature ; fbme of ferpent kind. 

Wondrous in length and corpulence, involved 

Their fnaky folds, and added wings. Firft crept 

The parlimonious emmet, provident ^fi)f 

Of future, in fmall room large heart inclosed, 

Fattem of juft equality perhaps 

Hereafter, join'd in her popular tribes 

Of commonalty : fwarming next appeared 

The female bee, that feeds her hufband drone 456 

Delicioufly, and builds lier waxen cells 

With, honey ftor'd : the reft are numberlefs. 

And thou their natures know^ft, and gave them name^ 

Needlefs to thee repeated }' nor unknown' 

The ferpent fubtleft beaft of all the field, 495 

Of huge extent fomedmes, with brazen eyes 

And hairy mane terrific, though to thee 

Kot noxious, but obedient at thy call, 

Nqw Heav*n in all her glory ihone, and roird 
Her motions, as the great firft Mover^s hand 509 

Firft wheer^ their courfe j earth in her rfch attire \ 
.Coffumiiiate lovely fmilM 5 air, water, eaitBi 

By 
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By fowl, fifliy beaft, was flown, waft fwum, was waik*d 

Frequent; and of the.fixth day yet remainM ; 

^hiere waotecl yet the mafter work, the end 505 

Of all )^.t done \ a creature who not prone 

And bi*ute as other creatures, but indued 

With fanfUty of reafon, might erofl 

His ilature, and upright with front ferene 

govern the reil,- felf- knowing, and from thence 51* 

Magmmimoiis to correipond with Heaven, 

But gi^teful to acknowledge whence his good 

Defcendf^ thither with heart and roice and eye* 

Directed in devotion, to adore 

And worlhip God fupreme, who made him chief 515 

V)i all hi^ works ; therefore th' Omnipotent 

Eternal Vathcr (for where is not he 

Prefcut?) thus to his Son audibly fpake. 

Let us ma^ now Man in our image, Man 
In our fimilitude, and let them, rule ^xm 

Over the fifh and fowl of fea and air, 
Beaft of tha field, and over all the earth. 
And eyeiy ^creeping thing that creeps the ground. 
^his faid, he form'd thee, Adam, thee, O Man, 
Puft of the ground, and in thy noftrils breathed ^%j^ 
^fie breath of life ; li> his own image he 
Created tfee, in the image of God 
Exprefs, and thou becam''ft a living (bul, 
Male ^C created thee, but thy confort 
Female for race 5' then blefs'd manl;ind^ and faid, %yi 
%e fruitful, inultiply, and .^ the e:\rtli. 
Subdue it^ and throughout dominion hold 

t ■• I • • ■ . ; C Ovtr 
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Over fifti of the fea, and fowl of th' air. 

And every living thing that moves on th' earth. 

Wherever thus created, for no place 535* 

Is yet diftinft by name, thence, as thou know'ft. 

He brought thee into this delicious grove. 

This garden, planted with the trees of God, 

Dele£lable both to behold and taile ^ 

And freely all their pleafant ti*uit for food 54,0 

Gave thee $ all forts are here that all th' earth yields 

Variety without end 5 but of the tree. 

Which tafted works knowledge of good and evil, 

Thou may* ft not ; in the day thou eat'ft, thou dy'ft 5 

Death is the penalty imposed, beware,, 545 

And govern well thy appetite, left Sin 

Surprife thee, and her black attendent Deatli. 

Here finiih'd he, and all that he had made 
View'd, and behold all was entirely good 5 
So ev'n and morn accomplifh'd the ilxth day ; 55a 

Yet not till the Creator from liis work 
Deilfting, though unwearied, up return^'d. 
Up to the Heaven of Heavens his high abode. 
Thence to behold this new created world 
Th' addition of his empire, how it fliow*d 555 

In profpe£l from his throne, how good^ how fair^ 
Anfwering his great idea. Up he rode 
Followed with acclamation and the found 
-Symphonious of ten thoufand harps that tua'd 
Angelic harmonies : the earth, the air 560 

Refounded, (thou remember' ft, for thou heacdft) 
The Heavens and all the conftellations rung. 

Vol. I. Q^ The 
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The planets in their iUtion Ii(l*nmg flood. 
While the bright pomp afcended jubilant. 
Open, ye everlafting gates» tUcy Aing, ^5^ 

Open, ye Heav'as, your iiving doors i let ia 
The great Creator from his work retumM 
Magnificent, his fix days work, a world ; 
Open, and henceforth oft $ for God will deign 
To vifit oft die dwellings of juft men fj<j 

Delighted, and with frequent intercourfe 
Thither will fend his winged meileagert 
On eirands of fi^mal grace. So fung 
The glorious train afcending : He through HieaTen^ 
Tfa#t openM wide her blazing portals, led, ^5 

To God's eternal houfe dire£l the way, 
A broad and ample road, whofe duft is gold 
And pavement flars, as ftars to thee appear, ' 

Seen in the galaxy, that milky way. 
Which nightly as a circling zone thou ^ft 5S0 

< Powder'd with flars. And now on earth the ibrenth 
Evening arofe in Eden, for the fun 
Was fet, and twilight from the eaft came on. 
Forerunning night ; when at ^ holy mount 
Of Heaven's high feated top, th* imperial throne fl^ 
Of Godhead, fixM for ever firm and fure. 
The filial PowY arrivM, and fat him down 
With his great Father, for he aifo went 
Inviiible, yet fbyM, (fuch privilege 
Hai^ Omniprefence) and the work ordainM, 590 

Author and end of all things, and from work 
Now reflingi bk&'d.and hallowed the (ev'nth day. 

As 
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As refting <m that day from ail his work. 

But not in fileiice holy kept ; llic ^arp 

Had work and refted not, the folemn pipe, 595 

And dulcimer, all organs of fweet &i^y 

All founds on fret by ftiittg or golden wire 

Tempered foft tunings, intermix^ with voice 

Choral or unifon : of incenfe clouds 

Fnniing from golden cenfers hid the mount. 600 

Creation and "the fix days afts they fung. 

Great are thy works, Jehovah, infinite 

Thy pow'r 5 what thought can meafure thee, or tongue 

Relate thee ? greater now in thy return 

Than from the giant Angels 5 thee that day 605 

Thy thunders magnify'd 5 but to create 

Is greater than created to deftroy. 

Who can impair thee, mighty King, or bound 

Thy empire ? eaiUy the proxid attempt 

Of fipiVits apoftate and their counfels yain 610 

Thou haft repcU'd, while impioufly they thought 

Thee to diminifti, and from thee withdraw 

The number of thy worlhipers. Who feeks 

To leiTen thee, againft his purpofe fcrves 

To manifeft the more thy might : his evil 615 

Thou ufeft, and from thence creat^ft more good. 

Witnefs this new-made world, another Heaven 

From Heaven gate not far, founded in view 

On the clear hyaline, the glaffy fea 5 

Of amplitude almoft immenfe, with ftars 620 

Numerous, and every ftar perhaps a world 

Of deftinM habitation $ but thou know' ft 
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Their feafons : among thefe the feat of Men, 
Earth with her nether ocean circumfus'd. 
Their pleafant dwelling-place. Thrice happy Men, 
And fens of Men, whom God hath thus advancM, 
Created in his image, there to dwell 
And worihip him, and in reward to rule 
Over his works, on eaith, in fea, or air. 
And multiply a race of worihipers 63d 

Holy and juft : thrice happy if they kno^ 
Their happinefs, and perfevere upright. 
So fung they, and the empyrean nmg 
With halleluiahs : Thus was fabbath kept. 
And thy requeft think now fulfiird, that aik'd 63^ 
How iirft this world and face of things began^ 
And what before thy memory was done 
From the beginning, that pofterity 
InformM by thee might know ; if elfe thou feek^ib 
Ou^ht, not furpafling human meafuie, fay. 640^ 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Adam inquires concerninsr celeftial motions^ is doubN 
fiilly anfwer'dy and exhorted to fearch rather things 
more worthy of knowledge : Adam aflents ; and, 
ftill defirous to detain Raphael, relates to him what 
he 'rememberM iince his own creation, his placing 
in Paradife, his talk with God concerning lolitude 
and fit fociety, his firfi; meeting and nuptials with 
Eve, his difcouHe with the Angel thereupon ; who 
after admonitions repeated depans* 
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BOOK VIII. 

THE Angel ended, and in Adam's car 
So charming left his voice, that he a while 
Thought him ftili fpeaking, ftill ftood fix'd to hear j 
Then as new wakM thus giatefully reply'd. 

What thanks fufficient, or what rccompenfe 5 

Equal have I to render thee, divine 
Hiftorian, who thus largely haft allay'd 
The thifft I had of knowledge, and vouchfaf 'd 
This friendly condefcenfion to relate 
Things elfe by me unfearchable, now heard 10 

With wonder, but delight, and, as is due. 
With glory attributed to the high 
Creator ? fomething yet of doubt remains. 
Which only thy folution can refolve. 
When I behold this goodly frame, this world 15 

Of Heav''n and Earth confiding, and compute 
Their magnitudes, this earth, a fpot, a grain. 
An atom, with the firmament comparM 
And all her numbcrM ftars, that feem to roll 
Spaces incomprehenflble (for fuch %o 

Their diftance ar^es and their fwift return 
Piiirnal) merely to officiate light 

0^4 Kor • 
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Round this opacous earth, this punduai /pot. 

One day and night, in all their vaft Ainrey 

Ufelefs beddes; reaibning I oft admire, 35 

How nature wife and finigal could commit 

Such difproportions, with fuperfluous hand 

So many nobler bodies to create. 

Greater fo manifold to this one ufe. 

For ought appears, and on their orbs impofe 30 

Such reillefs revolution day by day 

Repeated, while the fedentary earth. 

That better might with far Icfs compafs moye, 

ScrvM by more noble than herfelf, attains 

Her end without leail motion, and i^eceives, 35 

As tribute, fuch a fumlefs journey brought 

Of incorporeal fpeed, her warmth and light j 

Speed, to defcnbe wbofe fwiftnefs number fails. 

So fpake our fire, and by his countenance leemM 
Entring on ftudious thoughts abftrufe, which Eve 40 
Perceiving where (he fat retir'd in fight. 
With lowlinefs majeftic from her feat, 
And grace that won who faw to wifli her ftay, 
Rofe, and went forth among her fruits and flowers. 
To vifit how they profperM, bud and bloom, 45 

her nurfery ; they at her coming fprung, 
And touch'd by her fair tendence gladlier grew. 
Yet went ftie not, as not with fuch difcourfe 
Delighted, or not capable her ear 
Of what was high : fuch pleafure fhe referv'd, 50 

Adam relating, (he fole auditrefs : 
Her hu(band the relator flie preferred 

Before 
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Before the Angel, and of him to aik 

Chofe rather j he, flie knew, would intermix 

Grateful digreilions, and folve high difpute 55 

With conjugal caries ; from his lip 

Not words alone pleas'd her. O when meet now 

Such pairs, in love and mutual honor join'd ? 

With Goddefs-like demeanour forth (he went. 

Not unattended, for on her as queen 60 

A pomp of winning graces waited ftill. 

And from about her fliot darts of defire 

Into all eyes to wilh her ftill in fight. 

And Raphael now to Adam's doubt proposed 

benevolent and facil thus reply'd. 6$ 

To aflc or fearch I blame thee not, for Heaven 
Is as the book of God before thee fct. 
Wherein to read his wondrous works, and learn 
His feafons, hours, or days, or months, or years : 
This to attain, whether Heav'n move or Eaith, 70 
imports not, if thou reckon right j the reft 
From Man or Angel the great Architect 
Did wifely to conceal, and not divulge 
His fecrets to be fcannM by them who ought 
Rather admire^ or, if they lift to try 75 

Conje6lure, he his fabric of the Heavens 
• Hath left to their difputes, perhaps to move 
His laughter at their quaint opinions wide 
Hereafter, when they come to model Heaven 
And calculate the ftars, how they will wield So 

The mighty frame, how build, unbuild, contrive 
To fave appearances, how gird the fphcre 

With 
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With centric and eccentric icribkd o'er. 

Cycle and e^icyck> oih in orb i 

Already by thy rea^nrng this 1 gvttfs, 85 

Who art to lead thy oflTsj^ing, anc^ruppofeft 

That bodies bright and greater (hotild not ferve 

The Icfs not bright, nor Hear'n fuch journeys run. 

Earth fitting ftill, when flie alone receives 

*I*he benefit : confider ftrft, that great 90 

Or bright infers not excellence : the earth 

Though, in comparifon of Heav'n, fo fmall, ^ 

Nor glift'ring, may of foiid good contain 

More plenty than the fun that barren fhines, 

Whofe virtue on it felf works no effect, 95 

But lA the fruitful earth; there firft received 

His beams, unaftive elfe, their vigor find. 

Yet not to earth are tKofe bright luminaries 

Officious, but to thee earth's habitant. 

And for the Heav'n*s wide circuit, let it fpeak lOd 

The Maker's high magnificence, who built 

So fpacious, and his line ftretch'd out fo far ; 

That Man may know he dwells not in his own j 

An edifice too large for him to fill, 

Lodg'd in a fmall partition, and the reft lojf 

Ordain'd for ufes to his Lord beft known. 

The fwiftnefs of thofe circles attribute. 

Though numberlcfs, to his omnipotence. 

That to corporeal fubftances could add 

Speed almoft fpiritualj me thou think'ft not flow, ii« 

Who fince the morning hour fet out from Heaven 

Where God refides, and ere mid-day arrivM 

la 
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In Eden, diftance inexprefllble 
By numbers that have name. But this I urge. 
Admitting motion in the Heavens, to fhow si j 

Invalid that Which thee to doubt it mov'd ; 
~Not that I fa atiirm, though ib it feem 
To thee who hstft thy dwelling here on earth* 
God to remove his ways from human fenfe, 
Plac'd Heav'n from Earth fo far, that earthly fight. 
If it prcfume, might err in things too high, 
And no advantage gain. What if the fun 
Be center to the world, and other ftars 
By his attra6Uve virtue and their own ^ 

Incited, dance about him various rounds ? 115 

Their wand'rrng courfe now high, now low, then hid, 
Progreflive, retrograde, or ftanding ftill. 
In fix thou feeft, and what if fev'nth to thefe 
The planet earth,' fo ftedfaft though (he fbem, 
Infenfibly three different motions move > 150 

Which elfe to feveral fpheres thou muft afcribe, 
Mov'd contrary with thwart obliquities. 
Or favc the fun his labor, and that fwift 
No6lurnal and diurnal rhomb ftippos'd, 
Invlfible elfe above all ftars, the wheel 135 

Of day and night ; which needs not thy belief. 
If eai'th induftrious of herfclf fetch day 
Traveling eaft, and with her part averfe 
From the fun*s beam meet night, her other part 
Still luminous by his ray. What if that light i^ 
Sent from her through the wide tranfpicuous air. 
To the terreftrial mooH be as a ftar 

Inlightniiif 
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Inlightning her by day, as Ihe by night 

This earth ? reciprocal, if land be there, 

fields and inhabitants : Her fpots thou feeft 14.5 

As clouds, and clouds may rain, and rain produce 

Fruits in her foften^d foil, for f<Mne to eat 

Allotted there j and odier funs perhaps 

With their attendent moons thou wilt defcry 

Copmunicating male and female light, j 50 

Which two great fexcs animate the world, 

StorM in each orb perhaps with fome that live* 

For fuch vaft room in nature unpoffefs'd 

By living foul, defert and defolate, 

Only to fhine, yet fcarce to contribute 155 

Each orb a glimpfe of light, conveyM £b far 

Down to this habitable, which returns 

Light back to them, is obvious to difpute. 

But whether thus thefe things, or whether not. 

Whether the fun predominant in Heaven 16^ 

Rife on the earth, or earth rife on the fun, 

He from the eail his flaming road begin. 

Or (he from weft her filent courfe advance 

With inofFcnfive pace that fpinning deeps 

Oit her foft axle, while (he paces even, 265 

And bears thee foft with the fmooth air along. 

Solicit not thy thoughts with matters hid. 

Leave them to God above, him ferve and fear j 

Of other creatures, as him pleafes beft, 

Wherever placed, let him difpofe: joy thou 170 

In what he gives to thee, this Paradife 

And thy fair Evej Ueav'n is for thee too high 
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To know what paiTes there $ be lowly wife s 
Think only what conceiiis thee and thy being ; 
Dream not of other worlds, what creatures there 175. 
Live, in what ilate, condition or degree. 
Contented that thus far hath been reveal'd 
Not of Earth only but of higheft Heaven. 

To whom thus Adam, cleared of doubt, replyM. 
How fully haft thou fatisfyM me, pure 184 

intelligence of Heaven, Angel ferene. 
And, freed from intricacies, taught to live 
The eaiieft way, nor with perplexing thoughts 
To interrupt the fweet of life, from which 
God bath bid dwell far oiF all anxious cai-es, 185 

And not moleft us, unlefs we ourfelves 
Seek them with wandering thoughts, and notions vain. 
But apt the mind or fancy is to rove 
Unchecked, and of her roving is no end 5 
Till warnM, or by experience taught, (he learn, 190 
That not to know ^t laige of things remote 
From ufe, obfcure'tind fubtle, but to know 
That which before us lies in dally life. 
Is the prime wifdom ; what is more, is fiime, 
Or emptinefs, or fond impertinence, j^i^ 

And renders us in things that moft concern 
Unpra6lis^d, unprepared, and ftill to feek. 
Therefoi-e from this high pitch let us defcend 
A lower flight, and fpeak of things at hand 
VCtful, whence haply mention may arife «oo 

Of fomething not unfeafonable to afk 
By fuffbrance, and thy wonted favor deign'd* 

Thee 
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Thee I have heard idatiag vhat wis 4one 
Ere my reowmlirancc: nam hear me relate 
M J ftorjt which perhaps thou haft not heard ; S05 
And day is not yet fpait; till then thoa feeft 
How fnbtly to detain thee I dev^ile. 
Inviting thee to hear while I relate. 
Fond, were k not in hope of thy reply t 
For while I fit with thee, I ieem in HeaTtSy sio 

And Tweeter thy dilcoiirie is to ay ear 
Tlian fruits of palm-tree pleaianteft to thirft 
And hunger both, from labor, at die hour 
Of fweet repaft ; they fatiate, and foon fill 
Though pleafiuit, but diy words with grace divne 
Imbued, bring to their fweetnefs no iatiety. 
. To whom thus Raphael anfwer*d heavenly mcek« 
Nor are thy lips ungraceful, Sire of men. 
Nor tongue inelocjuent; for God on thee 
Abundantly his gifu hath alfo pourM sso 

Inward and outward both, his image fair: 
Speaking or mute all comelinefs aad grace 
Attends thee, and each word, each nM>tion forms ; 
Nor lefs think we in Heaven of thee on Earth 
Than of our fellow-fervant, and inquire 125 

Gladly into the ways of God with Man t 
For God we fee hath honored thee, and fet 
On Man his equal love ; fay therefore on j 
For I that day was abfent, as befel, 
)9louDd on a voyage uncouth and obfcure, a 30 

Far on excuriion tow'ard the gates of Hell ; 
Squared in full legion (fuch command we had) 

To 
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To foe that none thence i&ed fibrth a (ff^ 

Or eneixvy, while God was in his work:, 

lidk he inceiH'd at fuch eruptioii botd, %^g 

Deilruftton with cKati^n might have mixM. 

Not that they durft without his leave attea3|>t» 

But M he ftiids upooi his high heheAs 

For ftate, as Sovt^an King, a»d to iiiwe 

Q^x prompt oJbftdien^e. Faft we louifed» faH (hut 140 

The difmal g^tes> a»d barrii:a4o'diln>ng ; 

But long ere our ^ppFoaching hevdwithin 

Noife, other than the fouQd of d^iice or ^i&g, 

Tormenty aad loud \aff9.<^nt, and furious rtige.. 

Qlad we return^ up to the coafts of light 24.5 

Ere fabl^ath evening : fo we had in charge. 

But thy Klation now ; for I attend* 

Pleas'd with thy words no lefs than thou with mine. 

So fpake the Godlike Pow'r, and thus our fire. 
For Man to tell how human life began 250 

Is hard } for who himfelf beginning knew } 
Defire with thee fiill longer to converfe 
Induced me. As new wak'd from ibundeft ileep 
Soft on the ilow^ry herb I found me laid . 
1)1 balmy fweat, which with his beams the fwn %SS 
Soon dryM, and on the reakmg moifture fed. 
Strait toward Heav*n my wondering eyes I turnM^ 
And gaz*d a in^le the ample (ky, till raised 
By quick iaftin^iTe motion up I ^mg, 
A^ thitherward endevorii^, and upright a6o 

Stood on my feet ; about me round I faw 
Hilly dale, and ihady woods* and &nny plains* 

And 
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And liquid Upie of murm^riiig Ibrams j by thefe. 
Creatures that llv'd and movM, and walk'd, or flew, 
J^iWls on the branches warbling $ all things fmird, %6^ 
With fragriuice and with joy my heart o'erflow'd. 
Myfelf I then perusM, and limb by limb 
SurveyM, and fometimes went, and fomedmes ran 
With fupple joints, as lively vigor led r 
But who I was, or where, or from what caufe, 270 
Knew not; to fpeak I try'd, and forthwith ipake; 
My tongue obey'd, and readily could name 
Whatever I iaw. Thou Sun, faid I, fair light. 
And thott inlightenM Barth, fo fre/b and gay. 
Ye Hills, and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods, and Plains, 
And ye that- live and move, fair Creatures tell. 
Tell, if ye faw, how came I thus, how here ? 
Not of myfelf ; by ibme great Maker then. 
In goodnefs and in powV praeeminent j 
. Tell me, how may I know him, liow adore, %Zo 

From whom I have that thus I move and live. 
And feel that I am happier than I know. 
While' thus I calPd, and ftray'd I knew not whither. 
From where I firft drew air, and firft beheld 
This happy light, when anfwef none returnM %Z$ 
On a green fliady bank profufe of flowers 
Penfive I fat me down $ there gentle ileep 
Firft found me, and with foft opprefHon feisM 
My droufed fenfe, untroubled, though I thought 
I then was psiiing to my former ftate 290 

Infenfible, and forthwith to diflblve : 
When fuddenly ftood at my head a dreamy 

Whofe 
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Whofe inward apparition gently mov'd 

My fancy to believe I yet had being. 

And liv'4 i One came, methought, of fhape divine, 

A^d faid, X^^y manfion virants thee, Adam, rife, 

Firjft Man, of men innumerable ordainM 

Firft Father, called by thee I come thy guide 

To the garden of blifs, thy feat prepared. 

So fayinfe* by the hand he took me rais'd, 30^^ 

And over fields and waters, as in air 

Smooth Aiding without ftcp, laft led me up 

A woody mountain j whofe high top was plain, 

A circuit wide, inclos'd, with goodlieil trees 

Planted, with walks, and bow'rs, that what I faw 305 

pf-^arth before fcarce pleafant feemM. Each tree 

Loaden with faireft fruit that hung to th' eye 

Tempting, ftirrM in me fudden appetite 

To pluck and cat ; whereat I wakM, and fdund 

Before mine eyes all real, as the dream 3i« 

Ha^ lively fhadowM : Here had new begun 

My wandering, had not he who was my guide 

Up hither, from among the trees appeared, 

Prefence divine. Rejoicing, but with awe. 

In adoration at his feet I fell 315 

Submifs: he rearM me", andWhopithoufoughfftlam/ 

Said mildly. Author of all this thou feeft 

Above, or round about thee, or beneath. 

This Paradife I give thee, count it thine 

To till and keep, and of the fruit to eat : 3x0. 

Of every tree that in the gar4en grows 

. Vol. I. R Eat 
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Eat freely with glad heart ; fear here no dearth : 
But of the tree whofe operation brings 
Knowledge of good and ill, which I have fet 
The plec^e of thy obedience and thy faith^ 325 

Amid the garden by the tree of life, 
Kemember what I warn thee, &xm to tafte. 
And ihun the bitter confequence : for know, . 
The day thou eat*ft thereof, my fole command 
Tranfgrefs'd, inevitably thou ihalt die, 33d 

From that day mortal, and this happy ftate 
Shalt lofe, expelPd firom hence into a world 
Of woe and fortow. Sternly he pronouncM 
TTie rigid interdiction, which refounds 
Yet dreadful in mine ear, though in my choice 33$ 
Not to incur ; but foon his clear afpecl 
KetumM, and gracious purpofe thus renewM. 
Not only thefe fair bounds, but all the earth 
To thee and to thy race I givej as lords 
PolTefs it, and all things tiiat therein live, 34a 

Or live in fea, or air, beaft, fiih, and fowI« 
In fign whereof each bird and beaft behold 
After their kinds ; I bring them to receive 
From thee their names, and pay thee fealty 
With low fubje6tion i underftand the fame -345 

Of filh within their watry reiidence. 
Not hither fummonM, fince they cannot chai^ 
Their element to draw the thinner air. 
As thus he fpake, each bird and beaft behold 
Approaching twa and two» tltefe cowring low 350 

With 
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With blandifhmenty each bird ftoop*d on his wing. 
I nam'd them» as they pafs'd, and underftood 
Their nature, with fuch knowledge God indued 
My fudden apprehenfion : but in theib 
I found not What methought I wanted ftill } 351 

Aitd to the heavenly viiion thus prefum'd. 

O by what name, for thou above all thefe, 
Above mankind, or ought than mankind highet^» / 
SurpafTeft -far my naming, how may I 
Adore thee. Author of this univerfe, 3^!^ 

And all this good to man ? for whofe welKbei]% 
So amply, and with hands fo liberal 
Thou haft provided all things : but with m« 
I fee not who partakes. In folitude 
What happinefs, who can enjoy alone, J36J 

Or all enjoying, what contentment find ? 
Thus I prefumptuous ; and the vifion bright> 
As with a fmile more brightened, thus reply*d« 

What cairft thou folitude ? is not the earth 
With various living creatures, and the air 37^ 

RepleniihM, ftnd all thefe at thy command 
To come and play before thee ? know'ft thou not 
Their language and their ways ? they alfo know. 
And reafon not contemptibly 3 with thefe 
Find paflime, and bear rule ; thy realm Ts large* 37.5 
80 %>ake the univerfal Lord, and feem'd 
So ordering. I with leave of fpeech implorM, 
And humble deprecation thus replyM. 

Let not my words offend thee, heav'nly Poweir, 

R » M/ 
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My m^kery be propitious while I fpcak. ^Jo 

Haft thou not made me here thy fubftitute. 
And thefe inferior far beneath me fet ? 
Among unequals what fociety 
pan fort, what harmony or time delight ? 
Which muft be mutual, in proportion due 3S5 

Giv'n and received ; but in difparity 
The pne intenfe, the other ftill remifs 
Cannot well fuit with either, but foon prove 
H^cdious alike : Of fellowihip I fpeak 
Such m I feek, fit to participate ^^ 

All rational delight, wherein the brute 
Cannot be human confort ; they rejoice 
Each with their kind, lion with lionefs j 
Sotfitly them in pairs thou haft combined ; 
Much lefs can bird with beaft, or fifh with fowl 395 
So well converfe, nor with the ox the ajie j 
Worfe then can man with beaft, and leaft of all. 
Whereto th' Almighty anfwer'd not difpleas'd. 
A mice and fubtle happinefs I fee 
Thou to thyfelf propofeft, in the choice j^a 

Of thy affociates, Adam, and wilt tafte 
No pleafure, though in pleafure, folitary. 
What think'ft thou then of me, and this my ftate f 
^eem I to thee fufficieutly polfefs'd 
Of happinefs, or not ? who am alone 405 

From all eternity, for none I knoMi:' 
Second to me or like, equal much lefs. 
How have I then with wijom to hold converie 

SaTC 
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Save with the creatures which I made, and thofe 

To me Inferior, infinite defcents Jf^ 

Beneath what other creatures are to thee ? 

He ceasM, I lowly anfwer'd. To attain 
The highth and depth of thy eternal ways 
All huanan thoughts come ihort. Supreme of things; 
Thou in thyfelf art perfe^, and in thee 415 

|s po deficience found ; not fo is Man, 
But in degree, the caufe of his dedre 
By converfation with his like to help, 
Or folace his defe6ls. No need that thou 
Shouldft propagate, already infinite, 410 

^nd through all numbers abfolute^ though one ; 
But Man by number is to manifeft 
His fingle imperfection, and beget 
Like of his like, his image muItiplyM, 
In unity defedcive, which requires 425- 

Collateral love, and deaieft amity. 
Thou in thy feciicfy although alone, 
Befl with thyfelf accompanied, feek^ft not 
Social communication, yet To pleas'd, 
Canft raife thy creature to what highth thou wilt 43a 
Of union or communion, deify 'd 3 
I by converfing cannot thefe ercft 
From prone, nor in their ways complacence find. 
Thus I imboldenM fpakc, and freedom us'd 
Permiffive, and acceptance found, which gain'd 435 
This anfwcr from the gracious voice divine. 

Thus far to tiy thee, Adam, I was plcasM, 

R 3 ' And 
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And find thee knowing not of beafts alone, 

"V^Pvich thou haft rightly nam'd, but of thyfelf, 

Exprefiing well the fpi'rit within thee free, 44a 

My image, not impai-ted to the brute, 

Whofe fellowihip therefore unmeet for thee 

Good reafon was thou freely (houldft diflike. 

And be fo minded ftill i I, ere thou fpak^ft. 

Knew it not good for Man to be alone, 44.5 

And no fuch company as then thou faw^ft 

Intended thee, for trial only brought. 

To fee how thou could^ft judge of fit and meet s 

What next I bring ihall pleafe thee, be affurM, 

Thy likenefs, thy fit help, thy other felf, 450 

Thy wifli exaftly to thy heart's defire. 

He ended, or I heard no more, for now 
My earthly by his heav'nly overpowered. 
Which it had long ftood under, ftrain'd to th' highth. 
In that celeftial colloquy fublime, 45^ 

As with an obje6l that excels the CenCe 
Dazled and fpent, funk down, and fought repair 
Of fleep, which inftantly feli on me, call'd 
By nature as in aid, and closM mine eyes. 
Mine eyes he clos'd, but open left the cell 46^ 

Of fancy my internal fight, by which 
Abftraft as in a trance methought I faw. 
Though deeping, where I lay, and faw the ihape 
Stin glorious before whom awake I ftood; 
Who ftooping open'd my left fide, and took 465 

^rom thence a rib, with cordial fpiriti warm, 

And 
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And life-blG»od ftres^ming frefh ; wide was the wound^ 
But fuddenly with fleih fill'd up and heal'd : 
The rib he formM and faihion'd with his hands $ 
Under his forming hands a creature grew, 470 

Manlike, but different fex, fo lovely fair> 
That what feem'd fair in all the world, fcem'd now 
Mean, or in her fummM up, in her containM 
And in her looks, which from that time infused 
Swectnefs into my heart, unfelt before, 475 

And into all things from her air infpir'd 
The fpi^rit of love and amorous delight. 
She difappear'd, and left me dark ; I wak'd 
To find her, or for ever to deplore 
Her lofs, and other pleafures all abjure: 4S0 

^l^en out of hope, behold her, not far off, 
SucK as I faw her in my dream, adorn'd 
With what all Earth or Heaven could beftow 
To make hei^ amiable : On ihe came, 
Led by her heav'nly Maker, though unfeen, 485 

And guided by his voice, nor uninformed 
Of nuptial fanftity and marriage rites : 
Grace was in all her fleps, Heav'n in her eye. 
In every gefture dignity and love. 
I overjoyM could not forbear aloudi 49^ 

' This turn hath made amends ; thou haft fulfiUM 
Thy words, Creator boimteous and benign. 
Giver of all things fair, but faireft this 
Of all thy gifts, nor envieft. I now fee 
Bone of my hone, flefh of my deftly myfelf 495 

R4 Before 
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J 

Before me J Woman is her name, of Man 
£xtra£led j for this caufe he (hall forego 
Father and mother, and to' his wife adhere ; 
And they (hail be one fle/h, one heart, one foul. 

She heard me thus, and though diWnely brou^^t. 
Yet innocence and virgin modefty. 
Her virtue and the confcience of her worth, 
That would be wooM, and not unfought be won, 
Kot obvious, not obtrufive, but ratirM, 
The more deni*able, or to fay all, 505 

Nature herfelf, though pure of iinful thought. 
Wrought in her fo, that feeing me, flie tum'dj 
1 follow'd her, flie what was honor knew. 
And with obfequious majefty approved 
My pleaded i*eafon. To the nuptial bower 510 

I led her biuOnng like the mom : all Heaven, 
And happy conftellations on that hour 
Shed their felefteft influence ; the earth 
Gave fign of gratulation, and each hill ; 
Joyous the birds; freih gales and gentle airs 515 

Whifper'd it to the woods, and from their wings 
Flung rofc, flung odors from the fpicy ihrub, 
Difporting, till the amorous bird of night 
$ung fpoufal, and bid hafte the evening ftar 
On this hill top, to light the bridal lamp. 52* 

Thus have I told thee all my ftate, and brought 
My ftory to the fum of earthly blifs 
Which I enjoy, and muft confefs to find 
In all things elfe delight indeed, but fuch 
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As iisM or not> works in the mind no change, 525 

Nor vehement defire, thefe delicacies 

I mean of tafte, fight, fmell, herbs, fruits, and flowers. 

Walks, and the melody of birds ; but here 

Far otherwife, tranfported I behold, 

Tranfported touch ; here paflion firft I felt, 53^ 

Commotion ftrange, in all enjoyments ei(e 

Superior and immov'd, hei-e only weak, 

Againil the charm of beauty's powerful glance. 

Or nature failed in me, and left fome part 

Not proof enough fuch obje6^ to fuftain, 535 

Or from my fide fubdu£ling, took perhaps 

More than enough 5 at Icaft on her beftow*d 

Too much of ornament, in outward fhow 

Elaborate, of inward lefs exa6l. 

For well I underftand in the prkne end 54^ 

Of nature her th' inferior, in the mind 

And inward faculties, which mod excel, 

In outward alfo her refembling lefs 

His image who made both, and lefs expreflling 

The chara^ler of that dominion given 545 ' 

Q'ef other creatures $ yet when I approach 

Her lovelinefs, fo abfolute fhe feems 

And in herfelf complete, Co well to know 

Her own, that what ih« wills to do or fay. 

Seems wifeft, virtuoufeft, difcreeteft, beft 5 55* 

All higher knowledge in htfiprefence falU 

Degraded, wifdom in difcourfe with her 

Lofes difcountenancM, and like folly (hows; 

.Author!^ 
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Authority and realbn on bcr ^*ait» 

As one intended firfty not after made. 555 

Occaiionally ; and to conTamniate all, 

Greatnefs of mind, and nobleneis their lestt 

Build in her loyelieft, and ereate an awe 

w^bput her, as a guard angelic placed. 

To whom the Angel with contra&ed brow« 560 
Accufe not nature, ihe hath done her part) 
Do thou but thine, and be not diffident 
Of wifdoniy (he deferts thee not, if thou 
Diffnifs not her, wl^en moft thou need'ft her nigh. 
By attributing over much to things 565 

Lefs excellent, as thou t^iyfelf perceiv'ft. 
For what adnvir'ft thou, what transports thee fo. 
An outfide ? fair no do^bt, and worthy well 
Thy cherifhing, thy honoring, and thy love. 
Not thy fubjeftion : weigh with her thyfclf ; 570 

Then value : Oft-times nothing profits more 
Than felf-efteemi grounded on iuft and right 
Well managed } of that (kill the more thou know'ft. 
The more (he will acknowledge thee her head. 
And to realities yield all her (hows : 575 

Made fo adorn for thy delight the more, 
So awful, that with honor thou may'ft love 
Thy mate, who fees when thou art fcen Icaft wife. 
But if the fepfe of touch whereby mankind 
Is propagated feem fuch dear delight 580 

Beyond all other, think the fame vouchfaf 'd 
To cattel and each beaft; which would not be 
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To them made common and divulgM» if ought 
Therein enjoyed wer« worthy to fubdue 
The foul of man, or paflion in him move. $%$ 

What high'er in her fociety thou find^ft 
Attraftive, human, rational, love ftill ; 
In loving thou doft well, in paifion not, 
•Wherein true love confiils not; love refines 
The thoughts, and heart inlarges, hath his (eat 5^ 
In rea'fon, and is judicious, is the fcale 
By which to hcav'nly love thou may'ft afcend. 
Not funk in carnal pleafure, for which caufe 
Among the beafts no mate for thee was found. 

To whom thus half abaihM Adam replyM. 595 
Neither her outfide form'd fo fair, nor ought 
In procreation common to all kinds 
(Though higher of the genial bed by fai'. 
And with myfterious reverence I deem) 
So much delights me, as tbofe graceful zSts, 609 

Thofe thoufand decencies that daily flow 
From all her words and aftions miz'd with love 
And fweet compliance, which declare unfeigned 
Union of mind, or in us both one foul ; 
Harmony to behold in wedded pair 605 

More grateful than haimonious found to th* ear. 
Yet thefe fubjcft not; I to thee difclofe 
What inward thence I feel, not therefore foil'd, 
Who meet with various ob)e£^s, from the fenfe 
Varioufly reprefenting; yet ftill free Ci9 

Aj^rove the beft> and follow what I approve* 

To 
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To love thou blam'ft me not, for love thou fay'ft 
Leads up to Heav'n, is both the way and g^ide*; 
Bear with me then, if lawful what I afk ; 
Love not the heav'nly Spi'rits, and how their love 6i J 
Exprefs they, by looks only', or do they mix 
Irradiance, virtual or immediate touch ? 

To whom the Angel with a fraile that glow'd 
Celeftial rofy red, love's proper hue, 
Anfwer'd. Let it fufnce thee that thou know'ft 620 
Us happy% and without love no happinefs. 
Whatever pure thou in the body' en joy 'ft 
(And pure thou wert created) we enjoy 
In eminence, and obftacle find none 
Of membrane, joint, or limb,, exclufive bars ; €%$ 
Eaiier than air with air, if Spi'rits embrace. 
Total they mix, union of pure with pure 
Defiring; nor reftrain'd conveyance need 
As flerti to mix with flelh, or foul with foul. 
But I can now no more $ the parting fun 63a 

Beyond the earth's green Cape and verdant lies 
Hefperian fets, my fignal to depart. 
Be ftrong, live happy', and love, but firft of all 
Him whom to love is to obey, and keep 
His great command 5 take heed left paffion fway 635 
Thy judgment to do ought, which elfe free will 
Would not admit ; thine and of all thy fons 
The weal or woe in thee is plac'd ; beware, 
I in thy perfevering fhall rejoice, 
And all the Blaft f ftand faft ; to ftand or fall €4.0 



Free 



N^lO 



Book VIII. PARADISE LOST. 253 
Free in thine own arbitrement it lies. 
Perfeft within, no outward aid require; 
And all temptation to tranfgrefs repel. 

So faying, he arofe ; whom Adam thus 
Followed with benedi6lion. Since to part, ^45 

Go heav'nly Gueft, ethereal Meffenger, 
Sent frdm whofe fovran goodnefs I adore. 
Gentle to me and affable hath been 
Thy condefccnfion, and fhall be' honor'd ever 
"With grateful memory : thou to mankind 650 

Be good and friendly ftill, and oft return. 

So parted they, the Angel up to Heaven 
From the thick (hade, and Adam to his bower. 
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